|t qeetn
L R R ]

et =

it T, el - 2

PR B aabohida, 5 Siin-dd

RN-1127/57, PRN - GH-103/2024-2026,VOL. 87, NO. 312

Thed

ggam Tribune

PUBLISHED SIMULTANEOUSLY FROM GUWAHATI & DIBRUGARH
www.assamtribune.com ﬁﬂ'HEASSAMTRIBUNE /ASSAMTRIBUNEOFF ©) /THEASSAMTRIBUNE_OFFICIAL

Pages 16 Price: ¥ 9.00

D 5PM IAS ACADEMY

1 B 4 SELECTIONS |.
OUT OF '

23 TOTAL SEATS ‘
IN APSC CCE 23
HIGHEST SELECTION
BY ANY COACHING INSTITUTE

CALL: 70990 73112
GUWAHATI, TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 18,2025

GUWAHATI

" v g |r_ ;

AJYCP BEGINS
SIGNATURE
CAMPAIGN
DEMANDING
JUSTICE FOR
ZUBEEN

page 5

NORTHEAST

UK 10 BE
COUNTRY PARTNER
FOR HORNBILL
FesTivaL 2025

page 7
BUSINESS

FINANCE
CoMMISSION
SUBMITS REPORT
TO PRESIDENT
Murmu

page 11

Are you
experiencing
any difficulties
in obtaining
your copy of
The Assam Tribune?

== 'P'-if-rlﬂll-li

_Contact us at_

98540 08535 |

We must work to ensure
freebies translate into votes.

EC announces
special revision of
Assam voter list

A CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI, Nov 17:
The Election Commission
of India (ECI) on Monday
decided to conduct a Spe-
cial Revision in Assam
with January 1 next year
as the qualifying date. The
final publication of the elec-
toral rolls will take place on
February 10, 2026.

The special revision will
be conducted under Section
21 of The Representation of
the People Act, 1950.

In a communication to the
chief electoral officer of As-
sam, the ECI said that pre-
revision activities will start
from November 18 and con-
tinue till November 21, dur-
ing which work related to
printing of all documents and
circulars and training of elec-
tion officials will take place.

From November 22 to
December 20, house to
house verification through
BLOs, rationalization and re-
arrangement of polling sta-
tions and removal of discrep-
ancies in the electoral rolls/
EPIC will take place.

From December 21 to De-
cember 26, 2025, preparation
of Formats 1 to 8 and prepa-
ration of integrated draft roll
with reference to January 1,
2026 as the qualifying date will
take place, the ECI said.

On December 27, publica-
tion of the integrated draft

electoral roll will take place.
The period from Decem-
ber 27, 2025 to January 22,
2026 has been fixed for filing
of claims and objections (in-
cluding disposal of claims and
objections in respect of which
notice period is over).
Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma on Monday wel-
comed the ECI’s decision to
undertake the Special Revi-
sion, and assured the State
government’s full cooperation.
“The Govt of Assam wel-
comes the Election Commis-
sion of India’s decision to un-
dertake a Special Revision of
the electoral rolls with
01.01.2026 as the qualifying
date,” he posted on X.
“This will help ensure
clean, updated and accurate
electoral rolls for all eligible
citizens. Assam will extend
full cooperation to the
@ECISVEEP to complete

the revision in a transparent
and time-bound manner,”
Sarma added.

According to the ECI, the
Electoral Registration Offic-
er (ERO) of each Assembly
constituency shall be respon-
sible for ensuring that no el-
igible citizen is left out while
at the same time no ineligi-
ble person is included in the
electoral roll.

Before the draft publication,
exercise of removal of all log-
ical errors and standardization
of addresses and checking
quality of photographs as well
as removal of discrepancies in
EPICs shall be completed in
a time bound manner, the
commission said.

For field verification,
BLOs will be given a pre-
filled BLO register (State-
ment-1) containing the de-
tails of existing electors in
their respective part for
house-to-house field visit.

“Based on the house-to-
house enumeration, ERO
shall assess the need of new
polling stations considering
that no polling station has
more than 1,200 electors,
except with the prior approv-
al of the Commission. ERO
to also ensure that the poll-
ing station area is so defined
and demarcated that no over-
lap exists with any other Poll-
ing station,” the ECI stated.

» SEE PAGE 2

Ousted Bangla PM Hasina
sentenced to death for

‘crimes against humanity’

o h J— ! | -
{ - ﬁ Bangladeshi Army soldiers stand guard outside the Supreme
Court in Dhaka on Monday. — AP/PTI

DHAKA, Nov 17: Bangladesh’s deposed
prime minister Sheikh Hasina was on Mon-
day sentenced to death in absentia by a spe-
cial tribunal for “crimes against humanity”
over her government’s brutal crackdown on
student-led protests last year.

In its verdict that followed a months-long

India committed
to Bangla people’s
interest: MEA

NEW DELHI, Nov 17: Hours after a
special tribunal in Bangladesh sentenced
ousted prime minister Sheikh Hasina to
death, India on Monday said that it noted
the verdict and it will engage construc-
tively with all stakeholders considering
peace, democracy and stability in the
neighbouring country.

The Ministry of External Affairs (MEA)
said that India remains committed to the
best interests of people of Bangladesh.

» SEE PAGE 2

trial, the country’s International Crimes Tri-
bunal (ICT) described the 78-year-old Awa-
mi League leader as the “mastermind and
principal architect” of the violent repression
that killed hundreds of protesters. It also
handed the death sentence to former home
minister Asaduzzaman Khan Kamal on sim-
ilar charges.

Hasina has been living in India since she
fled Bangladesh on August 5 last year in the
face of the massive protests. She was earlier
declared a fugitive by the court.

Hours after the verdict, Bangladesh’s for-
eign ministry demanded that Hasina and
former home minister Kamal be immedi-
ately handed over under an extradition trea-
ty in view of their sentencing.

“We call on the Indian government to im-
mediately hand over these two convicted
individuals to the Bangladeshi authorities,”
the foreign ministry said in a statement in
Bengali.

“This is also a duty for India, as per the
extradition treaty existing between the two
countries,” it said.

» SEE PAGE 2

42 Indian
pilgrims die
in Madina

bus mishap

NEW DELHI, Nov 17:
Forty-two Indian Umrah
pilgrims from Telangana
were among 44 people killed
in a collision involving their
bus and a fuel tanker near
Madina in Saudi Arabia in
the wee hours of Monday,
people familiar with the
matter said.

It has been confirmed by
local authorities that there
is one Indian survivor, and
he is undergoing medical
treatment, they said. It is
learnt that two local facili-
tators on board the bus
were also killed in the ac-
cident.

The mortal remains of
the deceased have been
transferred to King Fahad
Hospital, King Salman
Hospital and Al Migat Hos-
pital, and officials from the
Indian mission in Jeddah are
coordinating with the local
authorities to handle the sit-
uation, the people cited
above said.

» SEE PAGE 2

Pact signed for Vrindavani

Vastra’s display in

GUWAHATI, Nov 17: The
Assam government on Mon-
day signed a loaning arrange-
ment with the British Muse-
um, London, for the display
of the ‘Vrindavani Vastra’, a
16th-century silk textile de-
picting the life of Lord Krish-
na, in the State in 2027, Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma said.

The Vrindavani Vastra
was created under the guid-
ance of Srimanta Sank-

ardeva, at the request of
Koch king Nara Narayan,
and it also has a part of a
poem written by him.

The exhibit, acquired in
1904 from Tibet by the Brit-
ish Museum, is nine-and-a-
half metres long and is made
of several pieces of silk
drapes. It originally featured
15 pieces that were later as-
sembled.

The Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (MoU) was

State

signed in London, in the pres-
ence of Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma.

“The Vrindavani Vastra is
not just a textile; it is a sym-
bol of Assam’s rich spiritual
and cultural heritage, reflect-
ing the devotion and vision
of Mahapurush Srimanta
Sankardev,” Sarma said in a
post on X.

A priceless heritage re-
turns to where it truly be-
longs, he said.

“The signing of the Let-
ter of Intent with the Brit-
ish Museum to bring it back
home under a loaning ar-
rangement marks a red-let-
ter moment which strength-
ens our connection to As-
sam’s timeless legacy,” the
CM said.

This would be the first
time that a portion of the
textile will be on display in
the State after it was taken
away over at least a century
ago, with fragments ending
up as artefacts in museums
across the world.

» SEE PAGE 2

BTC to provide land to landless

R DUTTA CHOUDHURY

KOKRAJHAR, Nov 17:
Providing land to deserving
landless people as per the law
will be one of the thrust are-
as for the newly constituted
Bodoland Territorial Council
(BTC) under the leadership
of Hagrama Mahilary. This
was disclosed by Executive
Member (EM) of the BTC,
Derhasat Basumatary. He
also revealed that the role of
the Bodoland People’s Front
(BPF) in the National Dem-
ocratic Alliance (NDA) is yet
to be finalised.

In an interview with The
Assam Tribune, Basumatary
said that the people of the
Bodoland Territorial Region

BPF role in
NDA yet to be
finalised, says

EM Derhasat
Basumatary

regard land as their bank.
Whenever people face any fi-
nancial hardship, they simply
sell off the land and become
landless. There are many
such landless people in the
area, and that is why the new
council has decided to provide
land to the landless as per the
legal provisions, he added.
Basumatary said that the

second thrust area would be
to provide self-employment
avenues to the unemployed
youths. He said that there are
alarge number of unemployed
youths in the BTR, and pro-
viding self-employment ave-
nues to them would be a pri-
ority of the BTC. He pointed
out that skills, including en-
trepreneurial skill develop-

ment of the youths, would be
taken as a priority project.
Stress would be given on
the development of school
education, particularly the im-
provement of the Bodo me-
dium schools. Basumatary
said that people who have
money send their children to
the English medium school,
and that is one of the main
reasons for the deterioration
of the results of the Bodo
medium schools. However,
he admitted that there are
other problems, like a short-
age of teachers. He said that
it is difficult to get teachers
for Science and Mathematics
for the Bodo medium schools.

» SEE PAGE 2

$ MARUTI suzuki

EFFECTIVE PRICE OF

% 9.55 LAKH’

AT P e s

-4

R17 MACHINED ALLOY WHEELS

NEXA
SAFETY
SHIELD

8-WAY DRIVER POWERED SEAT

SCAN TO CONNECT TO
A SHOWROOM NEAR YOU

UPGRADE YOUR CELEBRATIONS
WITH GRAND VITARA

NOW AT 9999
< 8 999 PER MONTH

WARRANTY

3 YEARS + 2 YEARS COMPLIMENTARY

E-BOOK TODAY @
WWW.NEXAEXPERIENCE.COM

Contact us at

1800-200-(6392
1800-102-16392

T&C available at your nearest dealership. Creative visualization. Images used are for illustration purposes only. For details on safety features (including airbags),
refer owner's manual. NEXA dealers exclusively provide all offers, which vary by model and variant. Offers are subject to availability of stock. *Ex. showroom Price
0f % 10.77 lakh, Consumer Offer (-) ¥ 35 000, Exchange Bonus (-) ¥ 30 000, Upgrade Bonus (-) ¥ 43 500, ISL Offer (-) ¥ 10 000, ACRM Offer (-) ¥ 3 000 =% 9.55 lakh. The
actual effective price mentioned may vary based on the customer's eligibility, profile, and applicable offers at the time of purchase. Offer valid on Grand Vitara
Sigma Variant. Maruti Suzuki may withdraw offers without notice. Offer valid till limited period. Features and accessories shown can vary by variant. 'EMI @ Rs 8
999'is a scheme illustration for upgrade from Brezza to Grand Vitara sigma variant. Balloon Finance EMI is calculated @ 9.5% rate of interest; Balloon EMI is 30% of
the total loan amount and loan tenure of 5 years. Balloon Finance Scheme provided by select financiers. **Finance is at the sole discretion of financier and subject
to customer profile. “This extended warranty is applicable for Delta+, Zeta, Zeta+, Alpha & Alpha+ variants except CNG variants of Grand Vitara.
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[ INMEMORIAM |

Late Girija Prasad Das
Remembering on your 34th
Death Anniversary.

Family Members

CD/InMemo/RL002798/1

[ SITUATION VACANT |

Required retired person /
housewife from Guwahati
Excellent income in flexible
working hours # 9435024044 /
6001653550.
SV/P/ZC025720/4

Private Amwi  College,
Mihmyntdu, Jowai is hiring a
Principal (5 years experience)
and Assistant Professors (1 Post)
each for English, Education,
History, Political Science, Khasi
and Sociology. UGC
qualification essential. Resume
can be submitted from 21st
November to 5th December at
amwicollege @ gmail.com.
SV/RL002839/2

Hurry!! Excellent Opportunity
for Retired Persons & Ladies.
Earnings- 45000 + PF n Medical
Extra. M. 9864091005.
SV/P/ZC025779/8

ADVERTISEMENT

Ghana Kanta Borah College,
Tamulichiga
In pursuance of DHE Assam

letter No.- DHE/CE/Misc/05/
2025/28 dated 13-10-2025 of
Director of Higher Education,
Assam, Kahilipara, Guwahati-
19, applications in the format
prescribed by DHE, Assam are
invited through proper channel
from eligible candidates along
with complete Bio-data and
all supporting self attested
testimonials from HSLC onwards
for filling up of the post
of Principal, Ghana Kanta
Borah College, Tamulichiga.

Eligibility/Qualification: -

1. A Master Degree with at
least 55% marks or an
equivalent grade in a point
scale where grading system is
followed from a recognized
University.

2. APh.D. Degree.

3. Professor/Associate professor
with a total service experience
of at least 15 years of teaching
/ research in Universities /
Colleges and other institutions
of higher Education.

4.A minimum score as
stipulated in the Academic
Performance indicator (API)
based on Performance Based
Appraisal (PBAS) as set in the
UGC regulation in Appendix —
Ill for direct requirement of
Principals in colleges.

5. A minimum of 10 Research
Publication in Peer Reviewed
or UGC Sponsored Journals.
6. Aminimum of 110 Research
Score as per Appendix-ll at
Table 2 of UGC regulation, 2018
7. A relaxation of 5% marks
may be provided at Masters
Levels for SC/ST/Differently
abled candidates. The eligibility
of 55% (or an equivalent
grade in a point scale) and
relaxation of 5% to the
categories mentioned above
are permissible only without
any grace marks.

8. A relaxation of 5% marks
may be provided to the Ph.D.
holders who have obtained
their Master Degree prior to
19.09.1991.

9. The upper age limit of the
candidate is 55 years as on
01.01.2025.

10. The term of the Principal
shall be of 5 years.
Applications are to be submitted
to the undersigned within
15 days from the date of publi-
cation of the advertisement
along with a non-refundable
Demand Draft of Rs.5,000/-
(Rupees five thousand) only
drawn in favor of Principal
& Secretary, G.K.B College,
Tamulichiga payable at
Assam Gramin Vikash Bank,
Tamulichiga Branch, A/C
No - 7211010003246 (IFSC
Code : PUNBORRBAGB).
Incomplete application will be
rejected. No TA/DA will be
provided to the candidates
called for interview.

N.B. Candidates who had
applied in response to our
earlier advertisements need
not apply.

Sd/-

(Dr. Bharat Bora)

President, Governing Body
Ghana Kanta Borah College,

SITUATION VACANT

[ ACHIEVEMENT

CIL A

LOST ]

[ PuBLIC NOTICE |

Sri Sankaradeva Nethralaya
invites applications for the
below mentioned post:
Resource Mobilization
Officer: 1 No. (Contractual)
Qualification: Masters Degree
in Public Health (MPH)/
Business Administration (MBA)
from a recognized Institution.
Candidates having Certification
in Fund raising, CSR
Regulations or NGO Financial
Management will be preferred.
Candidates who have
completed MBA through online
or distance learning programs
will not be considered.

Age Preferred:- 30 to 40 Years

Experience:- Minimum 3-5

Years of prior experience in

fundraising or a relevant role

will be preferred.

Interested candidates may

apply to:

The Manager (HR)

Sri Sankaradeva Nethralaya
96, Basistha Road,
Guwahati - 781 028

Email- ssnhrm@gmail.com

Last date of submission of

applications:- 30.11.2025
N.B.:- Only Short listed
candidates will be called
for interview.

CD/SV/PL005559/1

Urgently required Sales
Executive, Female Receptionist
for Guwahati. Contact:
7099359755.
SV/P/NP006700/2

Urgently required Retired
persons n Ladies. Earnings-
60000 PF Medical extra Contact-
Bedanta 9864012461.
SV/P/PP008572/8

Required Housewife & Retired
Persons for MNC. Earning-
Rs.30000/upto . Part time job.
Ph : 7002758460.

SV/../1

Sales Executive (F) Required for
boutique in Guwahati. Minimum
2 years of experience. Send CV
on 8638648673.
SV/P/ZC025817/2

Urgently required candidates for
the position of Telecaller, Back
Office, Customer Service,
Executive etc. Immediate joining
preferred. Call : 8099236635/
6003238005.
SV/P/ZC025818/1

Vacancy EdVenture Coaching
Institute, Rehabari/G.S.Road,
Teachers required for Science,
English, Social studies (TGT/
PGT). Send resume at-
edventure.ghy @gmail.com.
Contact: 9678923354.
SV/P/ZC025812/1

NEEDED ASSISTANT
ARCHITECT/CIVIL
ENGINEER FOR DESIGN
FIRM AT CHANGSARI,
PHONE: 7086022754.
SV/RL002885/1

Vacancy - Operations Managers
(2 posts) Reputed organization
supporting the Banking Sector
in repairs, maintenance &
project management requires
experienced professionals.
Requirements: Min. 2 yrs.
experience, Vendor
Management & Communication
skills, Computer knowledge,
able to work under pressure,
Minimum required qualification
is Graduation, One post must
have electrical & construction
knowledge. Apply with CV:
hr.neupkeepfs @gmail.com.
SV/RL002883/1

[ HOUSE & FLAT |

3BHK flat are available for sale
at Bhadra Apartment, Guwahati-
14. Ph. No. 7099293003 or
9854051548.
H&F/PL005477/15

2 BHK flat for sale at Panjabari,
Guwahati. Ph : 78964-02078.
H&F/P/PP008820/3

Ready to move 2 BHK flat for
sale at Dharapur. Contact :
7099018849.
H&F/P/PP008817/8

Ready to move 2 BHK/ 3 BHK
flats for sale at Janakpur
Road, Kahilipara. Ph : 70990-
18849.

H&F/P/PP008818/8

Book 1 BHK and 2 BHK flat,
Radhanagar, VIP Road, Sixmile.
7099003999.
H&F/P/ZC025761/2

( LOAN ]

Real Estate Project Loan for
Builder, Contact 9864135063.
Loan/P/PP008767/30

Home, Property, Business &

5

s

Miss Kankana Goswami has been
awarded the degree of “Doctor of
Philosophy” (Ph.D) by Banaras
Hindu University for her thesis
entitled “A  Critical and
Comparative Study of Prakasa,
Samskara, Tattvaprakasika and
Vedarthaparijata Commentaries
on [savasyopanisad” . She carried
out her research works under the
supervision of Dr. Srikishor Misra,
former Dean of Arts Faculty, BHU.
Now she is working as Teaching
Associate at Sanskrit Deptt,
Gauhati University. Kankana
Goswami is daughter of Sri
Bisweswar Goswami and Smt.
Jayashree Devi Goswami of
Rupnagar, Guwahati. She is great-
granddaughter of Late Pt.
Jibeswar Dev Goswami, a
renowned Sanskrit scholar of Tihu,
Nalbari dist. and granddaughter of
Late Sureswar Goswami.

CD/Achieve/P/PP008800/1

Gitanjali Pradhani, younger
daughter of Mr. Bipul Ch
Pradhani and Late Dipali Baruah
Pradhani, has been awarded the
Degree of Doctor of Philosophy
(Ph.D.) for her thesis entitled
“Comparing the Predictability of
Survival Analysis Models for
Cancer Patients” by the
Department of Statistics, Assam
University, Silchar - 788011. She
carried out her research under the
supervision of Dr. Jonali Gogoi,
Assistant Professor, Department
of Statistics, Assam University,
Silchar. She is a resident
of Abhayapuri, Bongaigaon,
Assam.

Achieve/P/PP008814/1

Bireswar Banik has been
awarded the Degree of Doctor
of Philosophy (Ph. D. in
Computer Science) by Gauhati
University in September 2025
for his thesis entitled "Phishing
Attack Detection Using Machine
Learning Techniques". He
carried his research work under
the guidance of Dr. Abhijit
Sarma, Associate Professor
(Retd.), Department of
Computer Science, Gauhati
University. He is the son of
Balaram Banik and Padma Rani
Banik of Guwahati-12, Assam.

Achieve/PL005564/1

Lina Saikia, Assistant Professor
of College of Education,
Morigaon has been awarded the
Degree of Doctor of Philosophy

(Ph.D) by  Mahapurusha
Srimanta Sankaradeva
Viswavidyalaya, Nagaon,

Assam, India for her research
study "Implementation of
Inclusive Education for
Children with Special Needs with
Special Reference to the
Government High Schools of
Nagaon and Morigaon Districts
of Assam." She carried out her
research  work wunder the
supervision of Dr. Jyoti Rani
Borah, Professor, Department of
Education, MSSV, Nagaon,
Assam, India.

Achieve/..../1

( NURSING |

For elderly, Patients, Dementia
care at home. Call: 98645-
06192, 8638310191, I Care
Guwahati.
Nursing/P/ZC025790/3

Male/ Female Caregivers
available for Patients & elderly
care at home. SRS Ayushmaan

I have lost my original NCC ‘C’
Certificate bearing No. ASD/99/
54428 of Darrang College Unit
NCC Boys 5 Assam Battalion
Back in 2003. Sanjit Tanti, S/o-
Bistoo Tanti, Vill- Hattigarh, PS-
Harisinga, Dist- Udalguri,
Assam.

Lost/P/PP008819/1

( TO-LET ]

2nd / 4th floor 2 BHK flats for
rent in Mathuranagar, Dispur.
Contact: 9957568137.
TL/P/PP008801/1

2/3 BHK flat for rent at
Beltola for details call @
81348-03554.
TL/P/ZC025814/1

3 BHK & 2 BHK flats 1 spacious
3 BHK Flat & 4 modern 2 BHK
Flats in a newly constructed
Apartment at Mahajan Path,
Jyotikuchi, Guwahati-34.
Amenities: Covered Parking,
Lift, CCTV Security. Availability:
Immediate. Ideal for Families.
Contact: Ashmita Paul -
8724039859 / 97060-50862.
Email: Ashmita.paul @better
power.co.in

TL/..../1

[ LAND & PROPERTY |
4 BHK GROUND & 1ST

FLOOR DEVELOPING
LOCATION, LAKHIMI ALI
NAZIRA, SIVASAGAR-

785685. VALUE: 1 CRORE 50
LAKHS. CONTACT NO.
76388-03469, 97066-51864.
L&P/P/PP008804/1

Sale : Delhi Public School - 1K
10 L & 4 Katha, Lakhara- 2K &
6K, Jalukbari- 1K, Airport
Bongra- 2 Bigha & 18 Bigha.
Ph : 8876884893, 9365055782.
L&P/P/ZC025815/1

(COMMERCIAL SPACE]

Commercial Space for Rent.
1200 sqft, KC Sen Road,

Paltanbazar. 8135865569/
owner.

CS/P/RP003758/4
2000/3000/3000 sq.ft. on

Ground/First/Second floor for
rent at Down Town, Guwahati
suitable for Office, Institute,
Gym. 6001059949.
CS/P/PP008813/3

3200 sq.ft. commercial space for
sale - available at 3rd, 4th, 5th &
6th floor. Suitable for hotel,
location - NH-27, Fashion City
Building, Lokhra, Guwahati-
781034. Ph. 9864047865,
8471923990. Email:
sailajaconstruction@gmail.com.
CS/P/PC000038/10

[ GODOWN ]

2500 to 98000 sqft. Industrial
Shed/Warehouse, Godown at
Khanapara, Beltola, Lokhra,
Pamohi, Amingaon, Changsari.
9435403986.
Godown/P/ZC025367/30

[ GUESTHOUSE |

A full furnished 9 AC rooms,
office, conference hall & open
area 4 car parking suitable for
company guest house for
monthly rent near Guwahati
Airport. Ph. 9395646012.
Guest House/P/ZC025813/2

[ NAME CHANGE |

This is to all concern that I Sajid
Ahmed Age of 28 by Religion
Islam, son of Md. Saleh Ahmed
(PAN No. BWIJPA-8281P)
residing at House No. 14A
Golden Path, Byelane-2,
Hatigaon, Guwahati- 781038,
(Previous address House No. 23,
Nizara Path, Khanka Road,
Hatigaon, Guwahati-781038).
That I made an Affidavit
(Certificate No.
AS98453000766361X Dated
14.11.2025) before the Notary
Public at Kamrup (Metro)
Guwabhati, which is issued on
15.11.2025. I do hereby declare
that Sajid Ahmed and Md. Sajid
Ahmed is the one and same
person having the single identity
i.e. myself.

Name Change/..../1

I, Sarat Sarma, C/o Lakshikanta
Sarma, Resident of Vill/P.O.
Kenduguri, Pathorighat, Dist:
Darrang, Assam (784148) have
changed my name from Sarat
Chandra Sarma to Sarat Sarma
by an Affidavit before the Notary
Public, Darrang on 08.10.2025,

I, Hafizur Rahman, S/o Abdul
Mannan, R/o Vill- Barjhar, P.O.
Bherbheri Bill, P.S. Dhula, Dist:
Darrang (Assam) that my
father’s actual and correct name
is Abdul Mannan, father’s name
has been recorded in my all
Educational documents as Md.
Munnaf Ali, Munnaf Ali in place
of Abdul Mannan, that Abdul
Mannan, Md. Munnaf Ali and
Munnaf Ali is the same and one
person who is my father. An
Affidavit before the Magistrate,

Darrang, Mangaldoi dt.
15.11.25.
PN/P/RP003776/1

I, Khumbongmayum Ashalata
Devi, declare vide affidavit No.
IN-AS97169671755414X
before the Notary Public,
Tezpur dt. 10-11-2025 that
Khumbongmayum  Ibohal
Singh, Shri Kh. Ibohal Singh,
Kh. Ibohal Singh and Ibohal
Singhis one and the same person
having the single identity i.e. my
deceased father, and both
Khumbongmayum Bishoya
Devi and Takhellambam Bishoya
Devi is one and the same person
having the single identity i.e. my
mother.

PN/RL002882/1

I, Smti Deepa Konwar, spouse
of Army No. JC-328548A Sub
Ex Anup Konwar, resident of
Naphuk, P.O. Naphuk, P.S.
Sonari, Dist- Sibsagar, Assam,
have changed my name from
Deepa Konwar to Dipali Konwar
and date of birth 05.03.1972 to
31.12.1970 vide affidavit dated
13.11.2025 before the Notary
Public at Charaideo Court.
PN/RL002884/1

I, Rekha Kumari Sharma, W/o
Paban Kant Thakur, R/o
Bimalapur, Nagahat, Charaipung,
Dist: Charaideo declare before the
Notary Public at Charaideo,
Sonari on 11.11.2025 that in my
HSLC certificate bearing roll
C17-043 No. 2137 my name
appears as Rekha Kumari in place
of Rekha Kumari Sharma. That
Rekha Kumari Sharma & Rekha
Kumari represents the same & one
person. i.e. myself.
PN/PL005563/1

Sworn before the Notary Public
at Jorhat on 15.11.2025, T have
declared that in my MEG record
vide No.JC312373Y SUB (SKT)
my wife S Sharmila’s DOB has
been recorded as 07.05.1987
instead of her actual DOB as
12.05.1987. K Sivanathan, S/o
M. Kalimuthu, R/o Ilayangudi
North, Sivaganga, Tamil Nadu-
630702.

PN/PL005565/1

I, Protima Boro, W/o- Dulal
Boro, R/o- Kathalguri
(Dangdupur), P.O & P.S-
Udalguri, Dist- Udalguri, BTR,
Assam- 784509 declare before
Notary at Udalguri on
19.03.2025 that I have changed
my name Protima Narzary to
Protima Boro after my marriage
with Dulal Boro. Also both
Protima Boro and Protima
Narzary is same and one person
i.e. myself.

PN/P/PP008816/1

I, Khukan Choudhury, DOB-
25.09.1966, S/o- Lt. Lalmohan
Choudhury, R/o- Khairabari, P.O
& P.S- Barpeta Road, Dist-
Barpeta, Assam, do hereby
declare that my correct name is
Khukan Choudhury but it is
wrongly recorded in some
documents as Khokan
Choudhury and Ramesh
Choudhury, instead of correct
name Khukan Choudhury.
Khukan Choudhury, Khokan
Choudhury and Ramesh
Choudhury are the names of one
and same person by an Affidavit
before the Executive Magistrate
Barpeta dt. 04.11.25.
PN/P/AP000005/1

I, Rahena Begum Mazumder W/
o No. 5000774X, rank- Rfn/GD
Name - Kaydul Alam Laskar,
Unit- 12 Assam Rifles. C/o 99/
APO, declare before Notary
Public, Hailakandi on
15.11.2025 that my correct date
of birth is 13.08.1991. Also that
my DOB is inadvertently
recorded as 07.08.1991 in some
essential documents instead of
13.08.1991 (my correct DOB).
PN/P/PP008815/1

(PACKERS & MOVERS|

Das Packers and Movers,

Ousted Bangla PM ...

(Contd from page 1)

“It would be an extremely
unfriendly act and a contempt
for justice if any other coun-
try were to grant asylum to
these individuals convicted of
crimes against humanity,” the
ministry said.

In her reaction, Hasina said
that the judgement has been
made by a “rigged tribunal
established and presided over
by an unelected government
with no democratic mandate”.

“They are biased and polit-
ically motivated. In their dis-
tasteful call for the death pen-
alty, they reveal the brazen and
murderous intent of extrem-
ist figures within the interim
government to remove Bang-
ladesh’s last elected Prime
Minister, and to nullify the
Awami League as a political
force,” she said in a state-
ment.

Hasina said that she was not
afraid to face her “accusers”
in a proper tribunal where the
evidence can be weighed and
tested fairly. “That is why I
have repeatedly challenged
the interim government to
bring these charges before the
International Criminal Court
(ICC) in The Hague.”

The verdict comes months
before parliamentary elec-
tions in Bangladesh. Hasina’s

[ TENDER NOTICE |

E-tenders are invited from eligible
bidders for procurement of Color
Doppler Ultrasound Machine for
the VCC, College of Veterinary
Science, AAU, Khanapara.
Details of the NIQ may be seen
and downloaded at the URL-
https:/fassamtenders.gov.in/
www.vetbifg.ac.in. Interested
parties / firms may submit their
quotations in English language in
the Assam e-tender portal.

(B.N. Saikia)
Dean,
F.V.Sc., AAU, Khanapara

CD/TN/..../1

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER

E-tenders are invited from
eligible bidders for procurement
of Ventilator for Canine Patients
for the VCC, College of Veteri-
nary Science, AAU, Khanapara.
Details of the NIQ may be seen
and downloaded at the URL-
https://assamtenders.gov.in/
www.vetbifg.ac.in. Interested
parties / firms may submit their
quotations in English language in
the Assam e-tender portal.
(B.N. Saikia)
Dean,
F.V.Sc., AAU, Khanapara

CD/TN/.../1

[ LEGALNOTICE |

IN THE GAUHATI HIGH
COURT
(THE HIGH COURT OF
ASSAM, MIZORAM,
NAGALAND AND
ARUNACHAL PRADESH

RSA NO. 51/2023

ROHINI KUMAR MAZUMDAR
AND ANR
............ Appellants

-Versus-

ONTHE DEATH OF DEBENRA
KUMAR CHOUDHURY,
HIS LEGAL HEIR SMTI
MAMONI CHOUDHURY AND
ORS.

.......... Respondents

To,

1. Mrs. llla Choudhury
(Respondent No.2) W/O Late
Kabindra Kumar Choudhury
2. Sri Papu Choudhury
(Respondent No.3) S/O Late
Kabindra Kumar Choudhury All
are Resident Of C/O Shri
Dinesh Das, A.K Azad Road,
Rehabari, Guwahati 08.

Whereas the above named
have instituted a Regular
Second Appeal against the
Judgement and Decree dated
12.03.2019 passed by the
Learned Court of the
Additional District and Sessions
Judge No.2, Nagaon, Assam.
You are hereby asked to
appear before this Hon’ble
Court in person or by a pleader
duly instructed on 01.12.2025
at 10:30 a.m and to show
cause, if any. If you fail to
appear before this Court the
matter shall be heard and
decided ex-parte in your
absence on the aforesaid date
and thereafter as the business
of the Court Permit.

Given under my hand and seal
of this Court, the 14th day of
November,2025 at Guwahati.

By Order

DEPUTY REGISTRAR
GAUHATI HIGH COURT,

Awami League party has been
barred from contesting the
elections scheduled to be held
in February.

Reading out the judgment
before a heavily guarded
courtroom in Dhaka, the ICT
said that the prosecution
proved beyond a reasonable
doubt that Hasina was behind
the deadly crackdown on stu-
dent-led protests in July-Au-
gust last year.

Hasina was handed the
death penalty for ordering the
use of deadly force against un-
armed protesters, making in-
flammatory statements and
authorising operations that
led to the killing of several
students in Dhaka and sur-
rounding areas.

In recent media interviews,
Hasina described the ICT as a
“kangaroo court” run by her
opponents.

A UN rights office report had
earlier estimated that up to
1,400 people were killed dur-
ing the month-long agitation,

known as the July Uprising.

There were some incidents
of violence after the court de-
livered the verdict.

Security agencies used ba-
tons and fired tear gas to dis-
perse protesters who tried to
demolish the house of Hasi-
na’s father and Bangladesh’s
founder Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
man in Dhaka.

The ICT, originally set up
to try hardened collaborators
of Pakistani forces during the
1971 Liberation War, was
amended by the current ad-
ministration to bring leaders
of the past regime, including
Hasina, under its jurisdiction.

By inciting violence
through provocative state-
ments and taking no punitive
measures against the perpe-
trators who attacked protest-
ing students, Hasina commit-
ted crimes against humanity,
the ICT said. She also or-
dered the use of helicopters
and lethal weapons on protes-
ters, it said. — PTI

India committed ...

(Contd from page 1)

“India has noted the verdict announced by the Interna-
tional Crimes Tribunal of Bangladesh concerning former
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina,” the MEA said.

“As a close neighbour, India remains committed to the
best interests of the people of Bangladesh, including in peace,
democracy, inclusion and stability in that country,” it said.
“We will always engage constructively with all stakeholders
to that end,” the MEA added. However, it did not comment
on Dhaka’s call to extradite Hasina. — PTI

EC announces ...

(Contd from page 1)

The ECI has directed all out efforts to ensure 100 per
cent removal of probable duplicate and multiple entries iden-
tified by the system and field reports, after BLO verification
from electoral roll during the current round of pre-revision

activities.

Last month, the ECI had excluded Assam from the pan-
India special intensive revision (SIR) while the process was
announced for 12 states. Assam goes to Assembly polls next
year. Chief Election Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar had then
said that the citizenship issue in Assam was currently under
the supervision of the Supreme Court and the revision of
electoral rolls would be announced separately.

Pact signed ...

(Contd from page 1)

Sarma, who had reached London over the weekend for the
signing of the pact, said in a post on X earlier in the day that
London’s British Museum is a timeless repository of the phe-
nomenal evolution of human civilisation.

The Chief Minister, before flying to the British capital on Friday,
had said the JSW group of companies has been playing a leading
role in facilitating this “homecoming” of the tapestry that displays
tales from Lord Krishna’s life in the hand-woven silk piece.

The group took the initiative of putting the Assam govern-
ment in contact with the British Museum and is also taking the
responsibility of building a museum of international standards in
Guwahati to display the Vrindavani Vastra, he had said.

The piece of textile was routed out of Assam through Tibet,
with major fragments of it ending up on display in London and
Paris museums, with some parts also in Boston and Los Ange-

les museums, Sarma said.

He had said that it would be the first time that the Vrindavani
Vastra would be brought to Assam in at least over a century,
with many generations of Assamese people missing on the
opportunity to view it first-hand. — PTI

BTC to provide ...

(Contd from page 1)

In the health sector, Basumatary said that the shortage of
doctors is a major problem in the area. He said that the BTR
area is malaria-prone and the number of patients is quite
high compared to the availability of doctors. He said that the
number of TB patients is also high in the area. The BTC will
request the State Government to post specialist doctors in
the area to deal with the problem, he added. He also assert-
ed that the BTC would implement all the flagship pro-
grammes of the Central and State Governments.

On the political scene, Basumatary said that the role of the
BPF in the NDA is yet to be finalised. One MLA of the BPF
has recently been inducted into the Himanta Biswa Sarma-
led Government, but the UPPL, the arch-rival of the BPF is
also in the Ministry. Basumatary said that they agreed to have
one Minister in the State Ministry to have better coordina-
tion between the State Government and BTC. “We have told
the BJP that if they want to have an executive member in the
BTC, we are ready to accept that. But the BJP is yet to join
the BTC by nominating one member for inclusion as EM.
The ball is now in the court of the BJP,” he added.

42 Indian pilgrims ...

(Contd from page 1)

“The families of the deceased will have an option after
mortal remains have been identified for repatriation to India
or a local burial at Jannatul Baqi (cemetery in Madinah) as
per local customs,” one of the people said.

The accident took place nearly 40 km from Madina at
around 11 pm local time (1:30 am, IST), the people said.

The bus had stopped on the side of a road, and during this
stoppage, an oil tanker collided with the bus, resulting in an

Assam Tribune group publishes advertisements in different forms by different organizations
and individuals including but not limited to service providers, manufacturers, sellers etc.
Readers are recommended to make informed decisions with necessary enquiry before acting
on any claim made in the advertisements. The Assam Tribune group does not vouch for any
claim made by the advertisers on their products and services in the advertisements. The
publisher, editor, owner and employees of the Assam Tribune Group will not be responsible
or liable for any financial or non financial damage caused by any advertisement published.
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Mohan Bhagwat

arrives in city
STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, Nov 17:
RSS sarsanghchalak Mohan
Bhagwat arrived in the city
today.

Bhagwat arrived at the
Lokpriya Gopinath Bordoloi
International Airport this af-
ternoon and headed directly
to Sudarshanalay, the RSS
office, at Borbari here.

The RSS chief is visiting
Assam as part of the organi-
zation’s centenary year cele-
brations.

Bhagwat will attend a citi-
zens’ conference on Novem-
ber 18 at Sudarshanalay with
around 200 prominent indi-
viduals, including littera-
teurs, senior journalists, and
industrialists of Guwahati and
exchange views with them.

He will attend a youth con-
ference at the same venue on
November 19.

Bhagwat will depart for
Manipur on November 20.

AGM of
New Art
Players held

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, Nov 17: The
70th annual general meeting
of the socio-cultural organi-
zation New Art Players, Gu-
wahati was held at the club
premises recently.

The meeting was presid-
ed over by the president Ajoy
Dutta.

The members deliberated
on different issues for the de-
velopment and welfare of the
organization. The president
in his address stressed upon
fulfilling the motto of the or-
ganization.

The meeting elected Ajoy
Dutta as president, Mallika
Barua and Pulak Goswami as
vice presidents, Rathindra
Narayan Bhattacharya as
general secretary and Kaly-
an Kumar Das as treasurer,
among others.

GUWAHATI
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Dancers from Duliajan Club Music Academy, Duliajan performing during the Nritya Parva, the annual festival of Sattriya
dance at the Srimanta Sankaradeva International Auditorium in Guwahati on Sunday. — UB Photos

Bronze bust of ‘Bihagi Kavi’ to be
unveiled at Bihagi Nagar today

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, Nov 17: A
bronze bust of iconic poet Ra-
ghunath Choudhary, known as
‘Bihagi Kavi’ and one of the
crusaders for a self-reliant
Assam, will be unveiled at
Bihagi Nagar in Narengi-
Birkuchi tomorrow.

Chhattisgarh Governor
Ramen Deka will formally
unveil the bust.

The bust has been crafted
under the leadership of Dr
Chagendra Usendi, Assistant
Professor at Indira Kala San-
git Vishwavidyalaya, Chhat-

tisgarh, with funding from the
Raj Bhavan. It will be in-
stalled at Bihagi Nagar with
public support and under the
initiative of the Greater
Birkuchi Sahitya Sabha.
Stating this, ajoint statement
from Greater Birkuchi Sahitya
Sabha-Shatadal branch and Bust
Construction Committee said
that aside from the Chhattis-
garh Governor, notable attend-
ees will include Hrishikesh
Goswami (secretary, Shishu
Sahitya Nyas), Parikshit Baishya
(writer), and Dr Kulendu
Pathak (educationist and family
member of the Bihagi Kavi).

The programme will also
feature an exhibition of some
personal belongings of Rag-
hunath Choudhary, the launch
of abooklet titled Raghunath,
and a cultural programme in
the evening.

It may be recalled that the
Bihagi Kavi had established
oil mills in the Birkuchi area,
engaged in agricultural work,
and inspired the Assamese
people to become self-suffi-
cient through farming. Amid
the natural surroundings of
that location, he composed
many famous poems, includ-
ing Dahikatora (1931).

Hence, the site has already
been named Bihagi Nagar.
On November 19, the spe-
cial annual session of the
Greater Birkuchi Sahitya
Sabha (Shatadal branch) will
be held in connection with the
bust installation. The session
will be attended by Prof Dr
Umesh Deka (retired Profes-
sor, Rabindranath Tagore
Chair) and Jiten Sharma
(president, Sadou Asam
Natya Sanmilan). A collection
titled Kabuliwala (a compila-
tion of plays by Mahananda
Sharma, edited by Reena
Sharma) will also be released.

Book on solid waste management released

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, Nov 17 : A sci-
entific book that seeks to rede-
fine the approach to waste man-
agement and highlight its di-
rect link to the nation’s food
chain was released recently at
the Gauhati Press Club.

The book, titled Understand-
ing of Solid Waste Management
to Save the Food Chain, is writ-
ten by environmental scientist
Dr Amarjyoti Kashyap, found-
er president of ENVIRON.

The release comes at a time
when India is witnessing an un-
precedented rise in unscientif-
ic waste dumping, leading to

the rapid formation of what ex-
perts are calling “waste land”
and “toxic land”.

Published by ENVIRON, the
book will be available for free as
a soft copy on the organization’s
website. It is deeply research-
driven and opens new dimen-
sions for managing solid waste
through scientific procedures
that begin with categorization
and segregation at source.

Dr Kashyap emphasized that
the process must begin with
categorization into compostable,
recyclable, mixed and sanitary
waste. This is to be followed by
proper segregation using green,
blue, yellow and red bins re-

spectively.

The launch event was at-
tended by several dignitar-
ies, including Prof Sarad
Gokhale, acting professor
and former head of Environ-
mental Engineering at IIT
Guwabhati, Prof Pallabi Shar-
ma, professor and former
head of Environmental Sci-
ence at Gauhati University
and Dr Bhupen Kr Das, prin-
cipal of DIET, Darrang. They
described the book as a time-
ly and essential guide for
policymakers, urban plan-
ners, environmental scien-
tists and citizens working to
restore ecological balance.

The book’s structure re-
flects its comprehensive cov-
erage of India’s waste crisis.
Among the chapters are Back-
ground, Analysis of solid
waste, Understanding of plas-
tic waste, Understanding of
electronic waste, Understand-
ing of legacy waste, Solid
waste management in gener-
al, and Invention for decen-
tralized solid waste manage-
ment. It also includes a dedi-
cated section on solid waste
and the food chain, underscor-
ing how toxins from poorly
managed waste eventually
make their way into the food
humans consume.

Dristi Rajkhowa granted bail

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, Nov 17:
Former self-styled deputy
commander-in-chief of the
United Liberation Front of
Asom-Independent (ULFA-
I), Dristi Rajkhowa, was to-
day granted bail by the
TADA Court in connection
with a long-pending kidnap-
ping case.

The case dates back to
1993, when railway contrac-
tor Kanhaiyalal Gupta was
allegedly abducted by sus-
pected ULFA-I cadres near
Kheroni Police Station in

Karbi Anglong. Rajkhowa
was accused of mastermind-
ing the abduction, and a
chargesheet against him was
filed in 2001. Following the
filing of the chargesheet, the
matter was renumbered as
TADA Sessions Case No. 1/
2020 under Section 364A of
the IPC, read with Sections
3(2)(@1i) and 3(5) of the TADA
(P) Act.

Advocate Bijon Kumar
Mahajan, appearing for the
former ULFA leader, argued
before the court that his cli-
ent had never received any
warrant of arrest as claimed

by the investigators. The
defence further contended
that Rajkhowa only came to
know about the warrant af-
ter joining the mainstream,
when another former senior
leader of the outfit informed
him of its existence.

Rajkhowa, who recently
joined the BJP along with
several other cadres of the
outfit, was granted bail upon
furnishing a bail bond of one
lakh rupees along with two
sureties of the same amount.

The next hearing in the
case is scheduled for January
2, 2026.

CM 1ndulging in hate speech: Ajmal

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, Nov 17:
AIUDF president Badruddin
Ajmal on Monday accused
Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma of indulging in
‘hate speech’ against the mi-
nority Muslim community
for the sake of electoral gains.

Addressing the media
here, Ajmal added that jus-
tice for Zubeen Garg will be
a major poll plank of the
ATUDF in the 2026 Assam

Assembly polls.

“People of Assam want jus-
tice for Zubeen Garg. And we
stand with the people of As-
sam on the matter,” he said.

Ajmal castigated the Chief
Minister over the latter’s al-
leged comments against the
Muslims, particularly the
Miya community.

“He (Sarma) should wor-
ry about his own political fu-
ture. He need not think about
the Miya community. Only
four-five months are left for

the polls. He is insulting the
minorities for political rea-
sons. He should maintain the
dignity of his office. AIUDF
has never stood for Bangla-
deshis. We had long ago de-
manded the sealing of the
India-Bangladesh border and
adopting shoot-at-sight to
prevent influx from across
the border,” Ajmal added.

He said that grant of land
patta will be another major
issue for the AIUDF in the
elections.

Honour for
city lady

GUWAHATI, Nov 17:
President of JCI Guwahati
Hunar, Neha Gupta, was hon-
oured by JCI India with the
‘Best President Award’ of the
entire zone during the zonal
conference ‘Zoncon-Gunj
Utsav’ held here recently.

The award was given to
Gupta in recognition for lead-
ership, dedication, and re-
markable contributions
throughout the year. Neha
Gupta has been an active mem-
ber of JCI Guwahati Hunar
since 2018 and has served in
various positions, including as
its director and vice president.

In2021, she was also award-
ed as the ‘Best Jaycee Lady
Member’ at the national level
by JCI India. — Staff Reporter

JAC
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OFFICE OF THE LOKAYUKTA :: ASSAM

SHAKTIGARH PATH :: BYE LANE Il :: HOUSE NO. 15(3rd FLOOR) ::
BHANGAGARH:: GUWAHATI-781005.
Mob. No.6026461214 E-mail : assamlokayukta@gmail.com

NO /LOK/Estt/30/89/ 243
NOTICE

This is for information of all concerned that those who have been selected by the
State Level Recruitment Commission (SLRC), Grade-lll (L.D.A) under the Office of
the Lokayukta, Assam are hereby requested to report with all relevant documents (in
original) for verification at the Office of the Lokayukta, Assam, Shaktigarh Path,
Byelane-ll, House No.15 (3rd floor), Bhangagarh, Guwahati-781005 on 20.11.2025
positively (during office hours).

The Roll Nos. of the selected candidates are:
LDA: 1021696 & 9000433

The candidates must report and attend for the document verification along with the
following original documents for verification.

Copy of online application.

Admit card of the written examination.

Birth Certificate/ HSLC Admit Card (supporting date of birth).

Academic qualification certificate submitted at the time of applying for the post of
Class-lIl.

Caste Certificate (where applicable)

EWS/PWD certificate (where applicable)

Computer proficiency certificate.

Aadhaar Card/ Passport/Voter ID card/ PAN Card.

2 (Two) recent passport Size Photograph (for Submission)

Candidates who are unable to attend the verification on the scheduled dates due
to unavoidable circumstances may approach the Secretary-cum-Registrar of the
Office of the Lokayukta, Assam, on 21.11.2025 (during office hours) with justification
highlighting their inability to be present on the aforesaid date. Contact details of
Secretary-cum-Registrar of the Office of the Lokayukta, Assam Email ID:
assamlokayukta@gmail.com, Mobile No.: 6026461214.

No TA/DA or any financial assistance will be provided by the Office of the Lokayukta,
Assam.

pPOON~
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Sd/- Secretary-cum-Registrar,
Office of the Lokayukta, Assam,

DIPR/D/AT/2519/18-Nov-25 Guwahati-5.

No. E-558337/217

NOTICE

Document verification for the post of Grade-lll & Grade-IV

In pursuance to the Minutes of the meeting dated 06.11.2025 and as per the
Distribution of Departments to the candidates selected by the State Level Recruitment
Commission for the post of Grade-lll and Grade-IV vide Govt. letter No.E-390223/
260, dated 10.11.2025, the physical verification of documents in respect of the selected
candidates (PWBD candidates will be called separately after the medical
examination report is received) is hereby scheduled to be held as mentioned
below:

Date 19, 20, 21 & 22 November, 2025

Time Morning Slot: 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM
Evening Slot: 1:30 PM to 5:00 PM

Venue Conference Hall/Video Conference Hall.

Ol/o the Director of Secondary Education, Assam
Kahilipara, Guwahati-19.

Date & slot wise list of candidates selected for the post of Grade-Ill and Grade-IV
under the Directorate of Secondary Education, Assam is available in the official
website of Directorate of Secondary Education, Assam i.e.
www.madhyamik.assam.gov.in.

Candidates are requested to attend as per the date, time slot and venue allotted to
them.

The selected candidates must attend the physical verification of documents with
self attested Xerox copies of all documents along with the original as mentioned
below:

1. All relevant original documents.
2. Copy of Online Application
3. Admit card of ADRE Exam.
4. Educational certificates as per the requirement for the post.
5. Proof of date of birth (HSLC admit card/pass certificate)
6. Caste certificate if applicable
7. Certificate of Ex-serviceman if applicable.
8.  Employment exchange registration certificate.
9. Aadhaar Card/PAN/EPIC.
10. 2 (two) copies of Passport Size photographs.
Only the selected candidates will be allowed to enter the office building.

Sd/- Director of Secondary Education, Assam

DIPR/D/AT/2532/18-Nov-25 Kahilipara, Guwahati-19.

No. e. DME/UG/2025/663652/32

ADMISSION NOTICE

Admission into 1st year MBBS/BDS courses in the Government Medical/
Dental Colleges of Assam & ESIC Medical College & Hospital. Beltola after
completion of Stray Round of Online Counselling, session 2025

This is for information of all concerned that the provisional select list of candidates
after the Stray round of online counselling for admission into the vacant MBBS/BDS
seats in the Government Medical/ Dental Colleges of Assam & ESIC Medical College
& Hospital, Beltola under Assam State quota seats, session 2025 has been published
which is now available in the official website of this Directorate
www.dme.assam.gov.in.

All provisionally selected candidates are hereby directed to report to the office of
the Principals of the respective Colleges with following terms and conditions on 19th
or 20th November, 2025 for admission and necessary document verification, failing
which his/her allotment shall be cancelled.

1. All the admission shall be provisional and it will be subject to fulfilment of all the
requisite eligibility criteria as per the MBBS/BDS Admission Rule, 2017 (amended
upto 2025).

2. Candidates shall have to report to the allotted college and deposit the original
Admit Cards, Marks Sheets, Pass Certificates of HSLC and HSSLC or Equivalent
examination, caste certificate and documents as specified in the MBBS/BDS
Admission Rule, 2017 (amendment upto 2025), to the Principal of the respective
Colleges at the time of admission on receipt of acknowledgement from the college
authority.

3. Candidates must bring all necessary original documents and Annexures along
with Admission and Counselling fees (amounting approx. Rs. 25,000/-) at the
time of admission.

4. Admission of the candidates are subject to the satisfactory medical fitness of the
candidate at the time of admission.

5. If any candidate furnishes false information/ declaration at the time of online
selection or admission, his/her admission is liable to be cancelled at any point of
time. Criminal proceedings shall be taken against such candidates for submission
of false, fabricated documents/information under appropriate law.

6. All the candidates shall have to enter into an agreement as per the admission
rule in prescribed format which is available in this Directorate’s website
www.dme.assam.gov.in. Candidates will have to submit the agreement within
15 days from the date of their admission to the office of the Principal of the
respective college.

7. College uniform is compulsory for all the student in all the Medical & Dental
Colleges. College authorities shall prescribe necessary dress code.

Candidates are directed to visit the official website of this Directorate,
www.dme.assam.gov.in regularly for further information & notices.
DIPR/D/AT/2520/18-Nov-25 Sd/- Director of Medical Education, Assam

INTERNATIONAL

Foreign enrolment
at US colleges
steady, for now

A Trump admin crackdown would trigger a
nosedive, yet there are signs of turbulence as
fewer new, first-time students arrived

WASHINGTON, Nov 17:
Foreign students enrolled at
US colleges in strong num-
bers this fall despite fears that
a Trump administration
crackdown would trigger a
nosedive, yet there are signs
of turbulence as fewer new,
first-time students arrived
from other countries, accord-
ing to a new report.

Overall, US campuses
saw a 1 per cent decrease
in international enrolment
this fall compared with last
year, according to a survey
from the Institute of Inter-
national Education.

But that figure is propped
up by large numbers of stu-
dents who stayed in the US
for temporary work after
graduating. The number of
new students entering the
United States for the first
time fell by 17 per cent, the
sharpest decrease since the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Some universities are see-
ing backslides that have
punched big holes in tuition
revenue, but overall the fal-
loff is less severe than some
industry groups had forecast.
Researchers credit colleges
for helping students navigate

visa issues through the sum-
mer.

“I think colleges and uni-
versities did absolutely eve-
rything in their power to ad-
vocate to get these students
to the United States,” said
Mirka Martel, head of re-
search, evaluation and learn-
ing for the institute.

At DePauw University, a
Catholic university in Chica-
go, the number of interna-
tional graduate students fell
by almost 62 per cent this
fall, a driving factor in recent
spending cuts. The univer-
sity president blamed stu-
dent visa troubles and de-
clining interest to study in
the US, calling it a “mas-
sive” disruption.

Overall, nearly 60 per
cent of colleges reported a
decrease in new foreign stu-
dents this fall, the survey
found, while 30 per cent saw
increases and others held
even. More than 800 schools
responded to the survey,
which offers an early look at
trends before full data is re-
leased next year.

Trump administration has
pressed for reductions in for-
eign enrolment. — AP

Chile’s hard-right holds
edge as presidential poll
goes to tense runoff

SANTIAGO (Chile), Nov
17: A hard-right former law-
maker and admirer of US
President Donald Trump
held the upper hand as Chile
headed to a polarising presi-
dential runoff against a mem-
ber of Chile’s Communist
Party representing the in-
cumbent government.

Jose Antonio Kast, an ultra-
conservative lawyer opposed
to abortion and same-sex
marriage, appears to be in
pole position after nearly 70
per cent of votes went to
right-wing candidates in Sun-
day’s first round, as many
Chileans worry about organ-
ised crime, illegal immigra-
tion and unemployment in one
of Latin America’s safest and
most prosperous nations.

Kast is a surprise front-
runner who speaks fondly of
aspects of the country’s pe-
riod of dictatorship and broke
with the traditional conserv-
ative party to found his own
Republican Party.

He came in second with
nearly 24 per cent of the vote
after campaigning on plans to
crack down on crime, build a
giant border wall and deport
tens of thousands of undocu-
mented migrants.

Jeannette Jara, a former

Labour minister in President
Gabriel Boric’s left-wing
government, eked out a nar-
rower-than-expected lead
with 27 per cent of the vote.

Neither contender received
more than 50 per cent of the
overall vote count, sending the
poll to a second round of vot-
ing on December 14.

The mood was ebullient
at Kast’s campaign headquar-
ters early on Monday, where
young Chileans wrapped in
national flags drank beer and
rolled cigarettes as workers
took down the stage where
Kast had proclaimed a radi-
cal transformation in the
country’s security.

“We needed a safe candi-
date, someone with a firm
hand to bring economic
growth, attract investment,
create jobs, strengthen the
police and give them sup-
port,” said Ignacio Rojas, 20.
“Chile isn’t safe anymore, and
he’ll change that.”

The results seemed set to
extend a growing regional
shift across Latin America, as
popular discontent with the
economy simmers and right-
wing challengers take over
from leftist politicians who
shot to power in the wake of
the pandemic. — AP

PPP lawmaker becomes
new Premier of POK

Raja Faisal Mumtaz Rathore

ISLAMABAD, Nov 17: A
Pakistan Peoples Party law-
maker was on Monday elect-
ed as the “Prime Minister”
of Pakistan-occupied Kash-
mir after the regional assem-
bly adopted a no-confidence
motion against incumbent
Chaudhry Anwarul Haq of
Tehreek-i-Insaf.

Raja Faisal Mumtaz
Rathore is the fourth Pre-
mier in the sitting Assembly
since its installation in 2021.
He received the support of
36 lawmakers, including 27
from PPP and 9 from Paki-
stan Muslim League-Nawaz.

The Assembly has 52
members, and a simple ma-

jority of 27 lawmakers is
needed to elect a new leader.

The no-trust motion was
tabled on Monday by PPP
lawmaker Qasim Majeed.

On Sunday, two PTI law-
makers joined PPP, raising its
strength to 29. In October,
PPP’s ranks swelled to 27
after 10 PTI lawmakers
joined it.

In August 2021, PTI
picked Abdul Qayyum Niazi
as the Premier. After nine
months, Niazi was replaced
by the party’s regional pres-
ident Sardar Tanveer Ilyas.
In April 2023, Tanveer was
disqualified by a court and
was replaced by Haq. — PTI

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2025

GOVERNMENT OF ASSAM
OFFICE OF THE DIVISIONAL FOREST OFFICER, KAMRUP WEST
DIVISION, BAMUNIGAON: 781141

No. B/KWD/CAMPA/Sal Coppice/APO 2025-26/2680

The Divisional Forest Officer, Kamrup West Division, Bamunigaon, Guwahati invites e-
tender through e-procurement system i.e. through the website www.assamtenders.gov.in
for following work from APWD (Registered) eligible contractors having experience of similar
nature of work. The e-tender is Two-Bid System, to be submitted with affixing Court Fee Stamp
worth Rs. 8.25 (Rupees Eight and paisa Twenty-Five) only. The Tender Fee and EMD should be
paid through online portal i.e. www.assamtenders.gov.in.

Details of the bid may be seen at www.assamtenders.gov.in.

Sl. | Name of Work Place of | Estimated | Bid Security| Time of Cost of
No. Work cost of the (in Rs.) Completion | Tender paper
work (in Rs.) (in Rs.)

1 Erection of fencing (4' Barduar | 38,30,266.00 2% for 45 days 1000/-

ht with 10 guage 3" dia RF Gen, from the

link) with 3 strands Under 1% for date of

barbed wire (one strand Loharghat OBC/ST/ issue of

below the chain link and Range. SC of Work

two strand above the the Order

chain link) to be filled Estimated

on pre-cast RCC pillars cost

of specific specification

and size (2.1 m x

0.125m x 0.125m)

including fitting &

fixing for 2306 RM.

Sd/- Divisional Forest Officer,
Kamrup West Division,

DIPR/C/AT/2522/18-Nov-25 Bamunigaon

No. e. DME/PG/2025/687431/7
EDUCATIONAL NOTICE
1st Round Online Counselling for Admission into 50% Post Graduate Seats in
Government Medical Colleges of Assam and B.B.C.l. Guwahati under Assam
State Quota. session 2025

As per new schedule published by the MCC, Govt. of India and in modification to
this Directorate earlier Education Notice vide No. e. DME/PG/2025/687431/4, dated
31.10.2025, this is for information of all concerned that the 1st round counselling for
admission into 50% Post Graduate seats in the Government Medical Colleges of
Assam and B.B.C.l., Guwahati under Assam State Quota for session 2025 will be
held as per schedule given below and the link shall be available at the official
website of this Directorate, www.dme.assam.gov.in from 19.11.2025.

Candidates who have already registered for 1st round PG counselling vide this
Directorate Education Notice as referred above need not register again and shall be
able to take part in the Online choice filling of 1st Round of Counselling. The
provisionally selected candidates shall have to get admitted in the respective allotted
institutions as directed between 02.12.2025 to 03.12.2025.

Schedule Date
1 Online Registration for 1st Round of Counselling 19.11.2025t020.11.2025
midnight

2 Online Filling of Choices 21.11.2025 t0 23.11.2025 (5 PM)
3 Online Locking of Choice 23.11.2025 (4 PM to 11.55 PM)
4 Processing of Seat Allotment 24.11.20251026.11.2025

5 Result 27.11.2025

6 Reporting/ Joining 02.12.2025t003.12.2025

Candidates are directed to visit the official website of this Directorate,
www.dme.assam.gov.in regularly for updates.
Sd/- Director of Medical Education,

DIPR/D/AT/2521/18-Nov-25 Assam

No.: MEL. Tender. 33/2024/11

SHORT QUOTATION NOTICE

Sealed quotations affixed with non-refundable court fee stamp of Rs. 8.25 (Rupees eight and
twenty-five paise) only are invited from the intending printing presses registered with Printing
and Stationery Department, Govt. of Assam, which will be received up to 2:00 P.M. of 21st
November, 2025 for printing of computerized Photo Electoral Rolls in Assamese, Forms and
any other related activities (as shown at Annexure-A) in connection with Special Summary
Revision of Electoral Rolls w.r.t. 01.01.2026 as the qualifying date under the following terms and
conditions. If 21st November, 2025 remain holiday then the next working day will be considered.

The quotations will be opened on the same day at 2.30 PM in presence of the quotationers or
their authorized representatives.

Terms and conditions

1. The Printing Press should be registered with Printing & Stationery Department, Govt. of
Assam (supported by copy of Registration)

2. The printing press should have an income tax assessment for the last three financial
years i.e. 2023-24, 2024-25 and 2025-26 (up to date).

3.  The printing press should have adequate financial resources to execute the work.

4.  The copies of electoral rolls are to be printed for each polling station from the CD containing
computerized photo electoral rolls in PDF supplied by this office and these are to be
stitched polling station-wise. The press will have to return the CD in good condition.

5. Rates should be quoted for printing on both sides of a sheet inclusive of binding and
stitching charges of electoral rolls polling station-wise in A4 size paper of 75 Gsm and
printing of 1000 copies of Forms in ¥4 DFC and 2 DFC size papers on single and both
sides of a sheet separately.

6.  The quotationer will have to deposit an amount of Rs. 10000/- (Rupees ten thousand) only
as security deposit in the form of DD in favour of District Election Officer, Morigaon.

7.  Printing of photo electoral Rolls/Forms must be as per specification, otherwise it will be
rejected.

8.  Printing of electoral rolls should be completed within the stipulated period fixed by this
office.

9.  No excuse for failure to print the electoral rolls within the stipulated time on account of
power failure or any other reasons will be entertained.

10. The quotationer must have offset machine.

11. The quotationers must attach the attested copies of firm registration Certificate, PAN
Number, GST Number, Trade License from MB/TC , Bank Account No. in the name of
Printing Press, up-to-date income tax clearance certificate and GST IN etc. should be
furnished with the quotation.

12.  The rate of printing of per page in both side of A4 size paper of 75 GSM Maplitho Paper
should not be above Rs. 2.80 (excluding GST but inclusion of cost of printing paper) and
in case of single side of A4 size paper of 75 GSM should not be above Rs. 1.90 (excluding
GST but inclusion of cost of printing paper).

13. This office gives no assurance to the L-1 bidder to award the work at his quoted rate. If the
DEO finds that the L-1 rate is on the higher side, the DEO may negotiate the price with L-
1 bidder at rate deemed appropriate.

14. Payment will be made as and when fund is received from Govt / authority concerned.

15. Sample of printing items may be seen at Election Branch during office hours.

Sd/- District Commissioner &
District Election Officer,

Morigaon
ANNEXURE-A
Sl. No. Name of items Unit Quoted rate
excluding GST

1 2 3 4
1 Printing of Form in %2 DFC (single side) Per 1000 copies
2 Printing of Form in %2 DFC (Both side) Per 1000 copies
3 Printing of Form in %2 DFC (single side) Per 1000 copies
4 Printing of Form in %2 DFC (Both side) Per 1000 copies
5 Printing of Poster in %2 DFC (single side) Per 1000 copies
6 Printing of Photo Electoral Rolls single side per copy

with paper
7 Printing of Photo Electoral Rolls both side Per copy

with paper
8 Hard binding of 15-20 Electoral Rolls in one Per book

book
9 Flex Printing Per Sq. feet

Sd/- District Commissioner &
District Election Officer,

DIPR/C/AT/2523/18-Nov-25 Morigaon




TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2025

WEATHER

Fog or mist in the
morning and mainly clear
sky later. Maximum and
minimum temperatures
are most likely to be 29°C
and 17°C respectively.

TEMPERATURE:
Max 28.6°C
Min 16.1°C

Tree plantation

drive organized

GUWAHATI, Nov 17: To
mark the 150th birth anniver-
sary of Sardar Vallabhbhai Pa-
tel, Gauhati University NSS
Cell organized a tree planta-
tion drive along the banks of
the Kalamoni river at Thaku-
ria Para Village, Azara.

The programme was inau-
gurated by Dr Ranjan Kr
Kakati, director, Students’
Welfare and NSS programme
co-ordinator of Gauhati Uni-
versity, through the planting
of a ‘Nahor’ sapling.

In his address, he under-
scored the crucial role of af-
forestation in mitigating glo-
bal warming and highlighted
the need for strengthened
environmental awareness.

NSS volunteers from the
Gauhati University campus
planted over 100 saplings
during the initiative. — Staff
Reporter

(GUWAHATI
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AJYCP begins signature campaign
demanding justice for Zubeen

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, Nov 17: The
Assam Jatiyatabadi Yuva Chat-
ra Parishad (AJYCP) on Mon-
day rolled out a Statewide
mass signature campaign de-
manding justice for late mu-
sicicon Zubeen Garg, whose
mysterious death nearly two
months ago continues to stir
public outrage across Assam.

According to AJYCP cen-
tral leaders Palash Changmai
and Bijon Bayan, the govern-
ment has shown “serious
negligence” in ensuring a fair
and transparent probe. They

alleged that despite the for-
mation of a Special Investiga-
tion Team (SIT), people of the
State remain unconvinced
about the progress of the in-
vestigation.

The organization claimed
that both the SIT and the CID
have engaged in “irrelevant
activities” in the name of in-
quiry, summoning some in-
dividuals unnecessarily
while failing to question key
organizers of the North East
Festival and the fashion show
held in Singapore — events
that Zubeen attended short-
ly before his death.

AJYCP further criticized
Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma for “contradic-
tory public statements” re-
garding the government’s
links with Shyamkanu Ma-
hanta. The group said the
Chief Minister’s earlier claim
that the government had no
association with Mahanta has
now been proven untrue.

The leaders warned that if
an iconic figure like Zubeen
Garg is denied justice, the
public’s trust in the govern-
ment and administration will
crumble. They reiterated
that Zubeen, who was once

an active member of AJYCP,
deserves a fair and thorough
investigation.

On Sunday, regional units of
the organization conducted
mass signature drives across
Assam. AJYCP has also an-
nounced Statewide observanc-
es of the artiste’s birth anni-
versary on Monday, followed
by motorcycle rallies at district
headquarters to amplify the
demand for justice.

The organization asserted
that the people of Assam will
not forgive any “negligence”
in the pursuit of truth behind
the artiste’s death.

Cong launches ‘National Talent Hunt’ prog

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, Nov 17: Prin-
cipal opposition Congress
party on Monday formally
launched its ‘National Talent
Hunt’ programme in Assam.

The AICC has initiated the
National Talent Hunt pro-
gramme across the country to
“strengthen the freedom of
speech”.

Dr Ragini Nayak, national
spokesperson of the Congress
party and the Assam in-charge
of the Talent Hunt programme,
was present on the occasion.

She said that following Ra-
hul Gandhi’s Bharat Jodo Nyay
Yatra, the Congress party has
given special emphasis to the

Cath Lab opened at Marwari

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, Nov 17: A
Cath Lab was inaugurated at
Marwari Hospitals today by
Health Minister Ashok Ku-
mar Singhal.

Star Cement chairman Saj-
jan Ji Bhajanka, president of
Marwari Hospitals Sarat Ku-
mar Jain and general secretary
Kishore Kumar Saboo and
other guests were present on

the occasion. The programme
began with a welcome address
delivered by Sarat Kumar Jain.

Thanking the Start Cement
chairman for the support in set-
ting up the lab, Jain said the fa-
cility will help render cardiac
services to communities in and
around the State. “In the past,
serious patients were being re-
ferred by our consultants to
other hospitals after providing
first aid. Now, we shall be able

PUBLIC NOTICE
Beware of Fraudulent Recruitment Advertisements

It has come to our attention that fraudulent job advertisements and offers are
being circulated via email and WhatsApp, falsely claiming to be from Tata
Electronics or its affiliate companies. These messages may:

+ Impersonate Tata Electronics recruiters or representatives by cloning
recruitment websites or use messaging platforms like WhatsApp,
Facebook Messenger, or Telegram

+ Request personal information or payments to proceed with recruitment

+ Seek monetary contributions under the pretense of offering training or

covering insurance-related costs
Please be advised:

deposits, during recruitment

from the Company.

+ TataElectronics and ts affiliates do not send unsolicited job offers
+ We never request any payment, including processing fees or security

Ifyou are targeted or believe you've been approached by a scammerorarea
victim of a recruitment scam, report the incident immediately at the nearest
police station, with relevant evidence and details.

Apply only through our official website, www.tataelectronics.com. To verify the
authenticity of a job or an offer, contact careeroptions@tataelectronics.co.in.
*Tata Electronics and its affiliate companies disclaim any liability or
responsibility for the content or consequences of fraudulent communications.
These messages must not be regarded as legitimate offers or representations

to give the services at afforda-
ble cost which is the mission of
the hospital,” he said.

He said that the Cath Lab is
manufactured by Siemens
with latest technology. It has
got alarger detector; best suit-

ed for cardiovascular along
with neurological and radiolog-
ical intervention treatment. “It
isthe best in its class with low-
est hazardous X-Ray use for
patient and staff with better
image quality,” he added.

Work 1is in progress for
MRI facility, revamping of
the Mother & Child Block,
and establishing a Nursing
College, he further informed.

Ashok Singhal said that
Cath Lab will go a long way
in providing affordable quali-
ty services to all sections of
society, particularly the de-
prived sections. He assured
all help to this hospital run
by a Charitable Trust.

Hospitals

The Cath Lab at Marwari
Hospitals will include the fol-
lowing services: Coronary An-
giography (CAG), Coronary
Angioplasty (PTCA), Renal An-
giography, Peripheral Angiog-
raphy, Digital Subtraction Ang-
iography (DSA), Permanent
Pacemaker Implantation (PPI),
automatic implantable cardio-
verter-defibrillator (AICD),
(CRT-D) cardiac Resynchroni-
zation Therapy-Defibrilator,
(CRT-P) Cardiac Resynchroni-
zation Therapy - Pacemaker,
ASD closure, VSD closure and
PDA closure etc., incuding all
cardiac-related diagnostics and
treatments like ECHO, TMT,
and HOLTER etc.

CA students’ festival organized

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, Nov 17: The
Guwahati Branch of the East-
ern India Chartered Ac-
countants Students’ Associ-
ation (EICASA) organized its
annual CA students’ festival,
‘Fusion Fiesta 2025’, here on
Sunday.

Raginee Goyal, chairperson
of the Guwahati Branch of
Eastern India Regional Coun-
cil (EIRC) of the Institute of

Chartered Accountants of In-
dia (ICAI), Anjani Kumar
Mundra, vice chairman of the
Guwahati Branch of EIRC, Jay
Prakash Gupta, branch secre-
tary, and Piyush Birmiwal,
branch treasurer, supported
the event organized.
Various programmes, in-
cluding The Vocal Icon (sing-
ing), Battle of the Beats
(dance), Trivia Quest (quiz),
The Grand Scavenger (treas-
ure hunt), The Living Canvas

(face painting), Rang Fusion
(rangoli making), The Perso-
na Crown (Mr and Ms EICA-
SA), No Flame Feast (fireless
cooking), and High Stake (bid-
ding wars), were held on the
occasion. The winners were
presented awards.

More than 100 students
participated in the Fusion Fi-
esta 2025.

Art contest
STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, Nov 17: The
Aelita Art and Craft School
organized the Late Analjyoti
Das Memorial State-Level
Art Competition at Nandi
Mikir Primary School in Gu-
wahati on Sunday.

Over 150 students partici-
pated in the competition.

A solo exhibition of 20 art-
works by Analjyoti Das was also
inaugurated during the event.
Mayurdip Talukdar, Hansharaj
Mahanta and Anisha Baishya,
students of Aaelita Art and Craft
School presented the song
Mayabini as a musical tribute
to heartthrob Zubeen Garg.

The competition was divid-
ed into four categories, with
students competing in their
respective groups. The com-
petition was judged by prom-
inent artists Ashwini Sarma,
Atanu Baruah, Ganesh Chetri,
and Bhairab Medhi. The win-
ners were awarded cash priz-
es and certificates by dignitar-
ies, including Dr Budhin Sai-
kia, retired deputy superin-
tendent of Gauhati Medical
College and Hospital.

The event was chaired by
Dhananjay Talukdar, presi-
dent of the school manage-
ment committee.

issue of freedom of expression.

“It is with this vision that
the National Talent Hunt has
been launched across India to
uphold and encourage the
democratic right of every cit-
izen to speak and to be
heard,” Dr Nayak said.

She added that the Assam
chapter of this Talent Hunt
has been dedicated heart-
throb Zubeen Garg.

“The Constitution of India
gives us the right to think, the
right to speak, and the right to
question. The Congress party
is taking steps to ensure that
people in every corner of the
country truly understand the

importance of these constitu-
tional rights. Accordingly, our
doors have been opened to
everyone, and the National
Talent Hunt has been started
toidentify talented individuals
who can highlight people’s is-
sues,” Dr Nayak said.

Applications for the Talent
Hunt will remain open till
December 2.

The applications will be
screened between December
3 and December 7, followed
by regional-level interviews on
December 10-11, and the final
State-level selection process
will be held between Decem-
ber 15 and December 17.
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SECURE YOUR RETIREMENT.

OPT FOR UPS.

th

(2 Unified Pension Scheme (UPS):
A Guaranteed Pension Scheme For All Gentral Government Employees.

UPS

Unified

Pension
Scheme

One-time switch back from UPS to NPS available anytime before age 59.

Assured Payout @50%

of last 12 months’ average basic pay

One Time

Lumpsum Payment

|

5 Withdrawal
v upto 60% of corpus

~— The Unified Pension Scheme (UPS) Offers Assured Monthly Retirement Plan. —

-~ Dearness

Minimum Guaranteed
Payout of 10,000

=] Income Tax Benefits
EQ@3 as available in NPS

111 Relief

To apply physically, download the Forms at https://www.npscra.nsdl.co.infups.php
and submit to your DDO or apply online at npscra.nsdl.co.in/ups.php#RUSU

UPS Calculator
https://npstrust.org.in/ups-calculator

Scan to Know more
about UPS

For more information
Call UPS Help Desk

(Toll-free) : 18005712930

@ NPS Trust ﬁ NPSTrust | (&) NPS Trust

A FAIRFAX Company
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@ Thomas Cook

“FINGLE AL THE WAY:
70 Your NEXT IIOlIDAYf |

Discounts of up to |
¥ 30 000.00 per couple

L} HDFC BANK

7D - Singapore & Malaysia
@ ¥129250.00pp

6D - Andaman

@ ¥40900.00 pp
(without Flight)

Thomas Cook Exclusive 0ffers |

Guaranteed Availability
During Xmas & New Year

Up to 315,000 Instant Discount”
with HDFC Bank Credit Cards & EASYEMI on Credit Cards*

India & Around Festive Holidays With Flights

5D - Georgia
@ ¥140200.00 pp

6D - Kerala

@ ¥43400.00pp
(without Flight)

7D - Vietnam

| 6 D - Dubai Abu Dhabi |
@ ¥149700.00pp

@ ¥146 600.00pp

7D - Rajasthan

® ¥52000.00 pp
(without Flight)

7D - Kashmir
@ ¥ 62900.00pp |

sale ;w" “» Also Available: Japan Cherry Blossom ¢+ %‘ sﬁ,:m.‘ "

Fly On Premium
Airlines

LN Watch A Private
U@” Sumo Show

8 D - Grand Bargain Japan
@ ¥293100.00

9D-Japan
@ %343 400.00

Inclusions: Airfare, Hotels, Meals, Visa Fees, Insurance, Sightseeing & Services of our ‘Experience Managers'.

T6 CApply: *0n Select HDFC Credit Cards. Prices mentioned are Ex-Kolkata & are subject to change basis inventory left. The prices are inclusive of the discount & are per adult on twin sharing
basis. Taxes as applicable. ROE is calculated at 1at1JPY =INR 0.60 and 1SGD = INR 70.60, 1 USD = INR 91.33 and will vary on the date of payment. Final pricing & availability of offers/services
may vary based on market conditions and prevailing Forex Rates. Confirm all relevant details with our sales staff or visit thomascook.in, before making a booking. Offers valid for a limited
period and on select departures only. Guaranteed Departure refers to the operation of the Group on dates indicated which are purely Consular decisions. Thomas Cook utilises the services
of various third party service providers to deliver specific Services in the products/tours.

Call
Your
Nearest
Store
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Message for today

Kindness is the language which
the deaf can hear and the blind can see.

Mark Twain
The Assam Cribune

Invaluable relic

owards the latter part of his life, Mahapurush
Sankardev, the great saint of Assam, found his
refuge at Patbausi in Lower Assam, where he
set up a sattra under the patronage of the pow-
erful Koch king Naranarayan and his brother Prince Su-
kladhwaj. It was there that the Mahapurush, at the re-
quest of his patrons, particularly that of Sukladhwaj’s
wife Bhuvaneswari, created one of the most wondrous
pieces of tapestry called the Vrindabani Vastra. Accord-
ing to legend, his benefactors expressed their desire to
see illustrated images of the childhood of Lord Krishna
in his human form at Vrindaban. Rather than paint the
various scenes, such as the birth of Lord Krishna in the
prison cell where his earthly father Vasudev and moth-
er Devaki were imprisoned by Kansa; Vasudev carry-
ing the baby Krishna in a basket across the swollen Ja-
muna river and so on, Sankardev chose an unusual mode
of expression — to have the illustrations done by expert
weavers upon a tapestry of silk. He commissioned the
women of Taatikuchi village near Barpeta, who were
famous for their skill on the loom, to translate his concept
into reality. The outcome was an invaluable relic, a mam-
moth piece of tapestry 120 haats long and 60 haats wide,
dubbed as the Vrindabani Vastra, which was gifted to
Naranarayan, who kept it at the Madhupur Sattra.

Like so many other precious Indian artefacts, the
Vrindabani Vastra also fell prey to the rapacious in-
stincts of the imperialists, who smuggled it away from
India after cutting it into pieces. One piece was ac-
quired in 1904 by the British Museum in London —
nine-and-a-half metres long, made up of several piec-
es of silk drapes and originally featuring 15 separate
pieces that were later assembled. It is ironical, of
course, that the British Museum, cognizant of how rev-
erential this relic is for the Assamese people, has now
agreed to “loan” this piece of tapestry for display in
Assam for 18 months in 2027. The museum, however,
has set certain conditions before it lends this 16th-cen-
tury masterpiece — while on display it must be kept in a
state-of-the-art museum under the strictest environ-
mental and security standards. The officials of the Brit-
ish Museum having visited Assam and not finding a
suitable museum, the Assam government has decided
to construct a new one. The JSW group of companies
must be commended for volunteering to set up a muse-
um as part of its CSR initiative and give it to Assam as
a gift, as also the Assam government for taking up the
initiative and allotting land for the purpose. It hardly
needs to be emphasised that the return of this invalua-
ble relic, even though temporarily, will serve to fulfil a
deeply cherished wish of Assamese society.

City drainage

ome basics concerning the city’s civic upkeep

continue to be ignored even as our authorities

indulge in the grandiose rhetoric of transform-

ing Guwahati into a ‘smart city.’ The absence of
an effective drainage system has been a blot on the
city’s urbanscape, with matters worsened by the fail-
ure of the GMC to ensure periodic maintenance of the
drains. Clogged drains are a stark reality across many
lanes and bylanes — something that aggravates the prob-
lem of flash floods and waterlogging. A case in point
happens to be the pathetic scenario in the Ambika Na-
gar area by RG Baruah Road, where even the minimal
level of maintenance has been conspicuous by its ab-
sence for months together. The prolonged negligence
has resulted in the drains getting blocked and several
bylanes turning into shallow, bush-filled patches. Re-
grettably, the situation refuses to change even after
the local residents had taken up the matter with the
thick-skinned GMC authorities time and again. Severe
inconvenience caused to the citizens aside, the situa-
tion also raises questions concerning transparency and
accountability in the functioning of the GMC, which is
run with taxpayers’ money. Such shocking negligence
and dereliction of duty are symptomatic of the deep-
rooted malaise afflicting the civic body.

Another conspicuous trend concerns the authori-
ties’ inertia during the lean, rainless season from Octo-
ber to April, which gives ample time to expedite drain
construction and renovation works, but for reasons best
known to the authorities, this suitable period is rarely
utilised. This not only slows down project execution
but also affects quality control and causes cost escala-
tion. The government needs to take a serious note of
this practice and ensure that projects are undertaken
during the lean season. Over the years, the recurring
phenomenon of flash floods and waterlogging in the
city typifies the lack of sincerity and utter short-sight-
edness of our authorities entrusted with the mainte-
nance of civic amenities. Crucial aspects such as sci-
entific assessment of the phenomenon in its entirety
and regular maintenance of the existing drainage sys-
tem are invariably ignored, worsening the situation.
Compared to the voluminous rainwater the city re-
ceives, its main stormwater channel, the Bharalu river,
does not have enough water discharge capacity. Again,
all the major wetlands of the city, i.e., Deepor, the two
Sola beels, and Silsako, have shrunk considerably in the
face of growing anthropogenic pressures, resulting in
a drastic reduction in their water retention capacity.
What we need a complete overhaul of the existing city
drainage with a thrust on environmental aspects.

Preserving Zubeen’s legacy

‘ 10 keep the icon’s legacy alive, we must engage in cultural efforts that protect
his music, uphold his ideals, and share his timeless message of humanity.

BisTirNA BarRUA

hen Zubeen Garg sang, Assam
listened — not merely with its
ears, but with its heart.
And when he fell silent, the
State itself seemed to hold its
breath. Zubeen's passing in September 2025
was not just the end of a singer’s journey; it
was the pause of a heartbeat that had pulsed
through Assam for over three decades — the
heartbeat of youth, rebellion, love, and be-
longing. His departure left not emptiness,
but an echo — an unfinished song that now
belongs to all of us to complete.
A river in his voice
Born on November 18, 1972, in Tura,
Zubeen came into a time when Assam was
restless yet searching for its new voice. The
State had endured agitation, disillusionment,
and the slow ache of transition. In the early
1990s, when India was liberalising, Assamese
popular culture was fighting for air. Cassettes
replaced records, urban rhythms overshad-
owed folk melodies, and youth looked out-
ward for sound and meaning. Into this fragile
moment walked a young man named after
Zubin Mehta — with a harmonium, unkempt
hair, and infinite hunger. His album, Anamika
(1992), didn’t just launch a career —it launched
a movement. His voice carried recognition.
He wasn'’t singing to the people; he was sing-
ing from within them. His songs sounded like
the Assamese heart speaking to itself. And
soon, he belonged to everyone.
The era he defined
For the generation growing up in the
1990s, Zubeen was both compass and com-
panion. His songs played in college corri-
dors, tea stalls, weddings, radio nights, and
protest marches. He could be everything —
alover, a wanderer, a rebel, a poet, a dream-
er. His music blended Assamese folk, Bihu
beats, Hindustani melody, and rock guitars,
flavoured with jazz, blues, and reggae. The

result was something at once rooted and glo-
bal —local without being provincial, modern
without being alien. By the time Bollywood
discovered him through Ya Ali (Gangster,
2006), Assam had already crowned him as
its own. He was the natural heir to Dr Bhu-
pen Hazarika — not in imitation, but in inher-
itance. Like Hazarika, he believed music was
alanguage of unity and that an artiste’s high-
est calling was to be human.
He contained multitudes

To call Zubeen merely a singer would be to
miss his vastness. He was a singer, composer,
lyricist, actor, director, multi-instrumentalist,
poet, and philanthropist — all flowing into one
restless current. He wrote of love and loss,
rebellion and redemption. He acted not for
glamour but to tell stories. He directed Mis-
sion China (2017), a cinematic expression of
Assam’s ambition and artistic confidence. He
played drums, tabla, guitar, dotara, and key-
boards with the same sincerity with which he
once sang in a Jorhat field. His creativity was
fearless — sometimes triumphant, sometimes
chaotic, always honest. His art was his autobi-
ography — alive, imperfect, improvisational.
Beneath every soaring chorus were quiet de-
cisions only a musical mind could make: an
unexpected chord, a pause before a storm, a
small silence full of meaning. He could place a
tokari beside a distortion pedal and make them
sound like they’d always belonged together.
The poet and the philosopher

Beneath the flamboyant performer was a
philosopher who believed that humanity is
the only religion. It wasn’t a slogan; it was a
worldview. His songs spoke of rivers, roads,
love, and loss — the eternal metaphors of As-
samese life. He was political without being
partisan, spiritual without being sanctimoni-
ous. His voice became a vessel of the Assa-
mese conscience — rooted and restless, ten-
der and turbulent. He could rage one evening

and heal the next. His defiance was as musical
as his compassion.
The human behind the legend

Like all great artistes, Zubeen lived with
contradictions. He was unpredictable, mer-
curial, sometimes misunderstood — but al-
ways authentic. He cared more for truth
than for perfection. He gave freely, often
impulsively — supporting young artistes,
funding hospitals, helping strangers. His life,
like his music, was lived without rehearsal.
In Zubeen, we saw what happens when tal-
ent, sincerity, and courage meet.

From emotion to action

A voice like Zubeen’s cannot merely be
remembered; it must be preserved — not as
nostalgia, but as heritage. Zubeen’s legacy now
belongs to all — his family, admirers, the gov-
ernment, and the people of Assam. To hon-
our him is not to mourn him, but to build
structures that keep him alive, such as:

(1) The Zubeen Garg Archive: a verified
digital repository of his complete works,
writings, and images, open to scholars and
fans alike.

(1) The Geetavali and Lyric Omnibus: a
published collection of every song, anno-
tated and translated, so his words may be
studied like literature.

(i11) The Zubeen Garg Museum: a creative
space, both physical and virtual, preserving
his instruments, costumes, and recordings.

(iv) Academic inclusion: integrate his art
and philosophy into school and university
curricula, encouraging serious research.

(v) The Zubeen Garg Trust: a fund to sup-
port musicians and cultural workers, contin-
uing his generosity.

(Vi) Annual Zubeen Garg Music Festival
(November 18): a Statewide celebration of his
birthday through concerts and youth events.

(vii) Humanity Day (September 19):
‘Manuhor Din’, honouring his message that

compassion transcends creed.

(viit) Copyright and royalty protection: en-
sure his intellectual property is safeguarded
and ethically managed.

(ix) Translation and global outreach: bring
his Assamese works to the world through
translation and collaboration.

(x) Definitive documentary and biopic:
truthful chronicles of his life and creative phi-
losophy.

(x1) Zubeen Garg Chair in Music and Cul-
ture: an academic position devoted to research
on songwriting and regional modernity.

(xi1) A statue beside the Brahmaputra: not
to monumentalise grief, but to remind us
that art, like the river, must forever flow.

To preserve Zubeen is to preserve our-
selves. He represents not just a man, but a
mood — the rhythm of being Assamese in a
restless world. His songs are our emotional
archive — how we love, dream, protest, and
endure. If Dr Bhupen Hazarika gave us a voice
for the century’s conscience, Zubeen gave us
one for its confusions — restless, searching,
profoundly human. Both sang of unity; both
believed that melody could heal what politics
could not. Legacies are fragile things. With-
out structure, they fade into nostalgia; with-
out stewardship, they dissolve into sentiment.
Zubeen’s memory must not end with candle-
light vigils or hashtags. It must be built into
something enduring. Assam owes him that.

Let every child in Assam grow up know-
ing that once there lived a man who taught
us that being human was the highest form of
music. And when the hills grow quiet and
the Brahmaputra rests beneath moonlight,
the wind will still hum what Zubeen left be-
hind - not an ending, but an echo. An echo
that reminds us: Art never dies. It only waits
for us to remember.

(The writer is a Joint Director;
Assam Administrative Staff College)

Remembering the existential courage

‘ Zubeen Garg showed how art, compassion, solitude and defiance
can together shape meaning even when the world appears desolate.

Parasu Ranjan Das

ubeen Garg’s existence reverber-

ated through Assam like a discord-

ant yet compelling symphony — a
mingling of voices and silences that

resisted translation into the mono-

chrome language of social commentary or
political allegiance. To reduce him to the cat-
egory of icon or celebrity is an act of dimin-
ishment. His trajectory was always that of a
question, not an answer — interrogating, with
existential tenacity, the limits of meaning and
belonging in a fractured epoch. He lived,
perhaps, in the perpetual shadow of noth-
ingness, drawing from the Nietzschean abyss
not despair but a generative force, crafting
melodies as philosophical responses to the
void. Zubeen’s canvas was not merely cul-
tural or linguistic, but ontological — situated
at the crossroads of affirmation and absence.
His relationship with nihilism was neither
naive rejection nor resigned acquiescence.
Rather; it was a dialectical engagement with
the texture of existence itself, a willingness
to confront the erasure of transcendent val-
ue and yet, paradoxically, to build upon that
emptiness a scaffolding of solidarity, resist-
ance, and beauty. If Nietzsche declared the
death of God as the rupture of inherited
meanings, Zubeen experienced the collapse
of certitude not as a cataclysm, but as an
invitation, to become, again and again, the
author of his own ethos, to challenge the
dogmas of soul and destiny with the audacity
of self-invention. Yet, this audacity was tem-
pered by a tragic, almost elegiac awareness:
that every assertion, every act of defiance,
is shadowed by impermanence, by the re-
lentless return of the question mark. The
artiste’s journey thus became a pilgrimage
into ambiguity, a celebration of paradox as

the most authentic form of truth.

Within the public imagination, he inhabit-
ed a multiplicity of roles: a non-political so-
cialist, an admirer of Che Guevara’s revolu-
tionary iconography, a devoted acolyte of
Shiva’s metaphysical dance, and an uncom-
promising advocate for the voiceless and dis-
possessed. But this portfolio of contradic-
tions was, for Zubeen, the very signature of
authenticity. The tension between Che’s
materialist praxis and Shiva’s transcenden-
tal indifference was not a hindrance but an
incitement; for him, radical change and cos-
mic dissolution were necessary partners in
the drama of existence. That he could em-
brace both the imperatives of social justice
and the lure of metaphysical freedom was
less a contradiction than a philosophical state-
ment —a refusal, in Nietzschean spirit, to be
confined by the binary of either/or, prefer-
ring instead the fertile middle ground where
ideas could clash and cohabit.

His opposition to the Citizenship Amend-
ment Act epitomised this resistance to re-
duction. Rather than anchor his dissent in
the tired dialectics of communal conflict,
Zubeen’s refusal arose from a deeper his-
torical mistrust, a memory inscribed in As-
sam’s linguistic and cultural marginalisation,
and an anxiety that, for him, transcended the
boundaries of religion or nationalism. To
oppose was not merely to reject, but to re-
claim, to make the act of protest itself an
existential affirmation, a gesture of fidelity
to the plurality and particularity of land,
memory, and speech. Throughout his activ-
ism, Zubeen made no apologies for refusing
the comfort of ideological camps; his thought
cut diagonally across the axes of left and right,
secular and sacred, forging a singularity that

eluded all efforts at appropriation.

In the enigmatic heart of his life beats the
motif of solitude, a motif that refuses to be
sentimentalised or pathologised by the vo-
yeurism of public discourse. “I sleep alone in
my studio,” he once remarked, not as an
emblem of deprivation but as a declaration of
agency, a conscious retreat into the crucible
of creativity and contemplation. For Zubeen,
solitude was neither exile nor self-punish-
ment, but a deliberate clearing away of noise,
a strategic disengagement from the tiring
choreography of expectation and belonging.
In this radical solitude, creativity bloomed; in
the silence of the studio, he perhaps found not
emptiness but possibility, a generative form
of nothingness from which art and thought
could emerge unencumbered. From a Ni-
etzschean vantage, such existential aloneness
becomes the site of self-overcoming, the ter-
rain where the individual stands before the
void and still proceeds to sing.

It is within this existential frame that his
love for Garima Garg, for kin and friends,
must be understood, not as a failure or a
lack, but as the tension between intimacy
and autonomy, between shared celebration
and solitary reflection. The questioners and
baiters who exploit this solitude as evidence
of a deficit betray only their inability to ap-
prehend the subtlety of a life lived in dia-
logue with itself.

Zubeen’s devotion to Assam and its peo-
ple, his campaigns for the powerless, and his
affinity for trees and rivers, carried the grav-
ity of one who knew that the world offers no
guarantees, no ready-made meaning. To care
for the poor, to sing for the land and its silent
sufferings, was to wrest significance from
the void, the very labour Nietzsche imag-

ined for the artist-philosopher: a perpetual
act of creation against the hum of imperma-
nence. In his hands, music became not es-
cape but engagement, an affirmation flung in
the face of nothingness, a refusal to let the
world dissolve into routine or resignation.

Now, in the complex aftermath of his death
—abrupt, shrouded in speculation and grief,
the temptation is to smooth out his legacy, to
fit him into the armour of hero or martyr, to
lodge his memory within the safe precincts
of identity and belonging. But to do so is to
violate the philosophical and existential risks
he always embraced. His music, his activ-
ism, his solitude, even his contradictions, all
argued for a messier, more honest confron-
tation with what is real: neither certainty
nor cynicism, but the dazzling, painful work
of seeing and affirming.

Zubeen Garg's life stands as a testament to
the generative power of absence. He lived
not in pursuit of simple answers, but with the
courage to interrogate, to render the void
productive, to let art become the medium
through which meaning is constructed and
dismantled anew. His story does not fit into a
headline or slogan because it invites us to face
our own contradictions, to seek value where
none is preordained, and to cultivate solidar-
ity as an act of creation. In this, he continues
to live, not through monuments or myths,
but in the awareness he sparked, the courage
he inspired, and the affirmation that evenina
world shadowed by nothingness, the refusal
to be silent remains our greatest legacy.

Even now, as Assam mourns and remem-
bers, the resonance of his questioning lin-
gers —a voice insisting that even in the vast
unlit spaces of nothingness, there endures
the fragile yet persistent possibility to sing.
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# LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Updating textbooks a must in
today’s fast-changing world

Sir — I would like to draw the attention of
the education department to the outdated in-
formation found in many school texthooks.
Students today study from books that were
printed years ago, and many facts, statistics,
and examples mentioned in them are no longer
correct. Subjects like Science, Geography, and
Technology change rapidly, but the textbooks
fail to keep pace with these changes.

Due to this, students often learn informa-
tion that is either incomplete or irrelevant
to the present world. It becomes difficult for
teachers to explain the updated concepts
when the book still carries old data.

Therefore, I request the concerned boards
and publishers to revise the textbooks reg-
ularly, include updated facts, and ensure that
students receive accurate and current knowl-
edge. This step will greatly improve the qual-

ity of education. Yours etc., Devraj Borah,
Charaideo TE.

Delhi blast

Sir, — I would like to express my deep
concern over the tragic car explosion near
the Red Fort in Delhi on November 10. The
incident raises serious questions about pub-
lic safety and security preparedness. The
involvement of the National Investigation
Agency (NIA) and the invocation of the Un-
lawful Activities (Prevention) Act indicate
that this was not a mere accident but a planned

act intended to spread terror and instability.
It is high time for the authorities to strength-
en surveillance systems, increase intelli-
gence coordination, and ensure that such
threats are identified and prevented before
they claim innocent lives. Yours etc., Sania
Rayisa, Gauhati University.

NDA'’s landslide win

Sir, — The Opposition’s allegations of ‘vote
chori’ followed by the ‘Voter Adhikar Yatra,’
which was at the centre of the Mahagath-
bandhan’s poll campaign in Bihar, turned out
to be a damp squib. People opted for ‘Sush-
ashan’ (good governance) and development
over a cultivated agenda and dynasty poli-
tics. Higher participation by women in the
election also proved that the benefits deliv-

Avrticles (within 950-1000 words) and
Letters to the Editor (within 150 words)
for publication on the Editorial Page
may be sent exclusively to the email
ID: editor@assamtribune.com.

The views expressed in the articles,
columns and letters published on this
page are solely those of the authors,
and do not represent the views of
the newspaper.

ered to them through empowerment
schemes had won the loyalty of female vot-
ers for the NDA.

The MY (Muslim-Yadav) equation, which
had remained a reliable social base for the
RJD, seems to have slipped away from their
grasp this time. Instead, it morphed into
‘Mahila-Yuva' under the leadership of PM
Modi and Nitish Kumar.

At the same time, the transfer of Rs 10,000
each to women of SHGs demonstrated that
luring voters through cash remains a sur-
vival strategy in India’s politics. Yours etc.,
Kabir Ahmed Saikia, Rajabari, Jorhat.
(i1)

Sir, — The NDA's landslide victory in Bihar
proves that the development processes un-
dertaken by the Nitish Kumar regime have
gained the people’s favour. The ‘Jungle Raj’
during Lalu Prasad and Rabri Devi’s time was
a nightmare for the public. The freebies cul-
ture was also a factor behind this victory. Yours
etc., Anup Talukdar, Nagarbera, Kamrup.
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& Air Quality
Index (AQI)

November 17, 2025
(Average of past 24 hours)

City/ Index|Air

Town Value |Quality
Guwahati | 69 Satisfactory
Nalbari |52 Satisfactory
Nagaon |32 Good
Sivasagar| 59 Satisfactory
Silchar |63 Satisfactory

== Pollution Control
-~ Board, Assam

WEATHER
NorthEast

Forecast for NE States: Dry
weather likely to prevail over
Arunachal Pradesh, Assam,
Meghalaya, Nagaland,
Manipur, Mizoram and
Tripura. No large change
in Minimum Temperature
very likely over the region.
Shallow to Moderate
fog very likely to occur
at isolated pockets over
Arunachal Pradesh, Assam,
Meghalaya, Nagaland,
Mizoram, Manipur and

Tripura.

Warning: Nil
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Imphal Kohima
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Pasighat Itanagar
Max : Min Max; Min
30.0 15.6 | 24.6 17.2

Duty Meteorological Officer,
Regional Meteorological
Centre, Guwahati

AIU Anveshan
2025 concludes

GUWAHATI, Nov 17:
Apex Professional Universi-
ty (APU), Pasighat hosted the
AIU Anveshan 2025 — East
Zone Student Research Con-
vention recently, under the
aegis of the Association of In-
dian Universities (AIU), New
Delhi, a press release said.

The convention brought to-
gether around 178 student re-
searchers and faculty members
from 20 public and private uni-
versities across 12 states.

The programme was inau-
gurated by Ninong Ering,
MLA Pasighat West, as chief
guest. In his address, Ering
spoke on the importance of
research-driven develop-
ment and youth-led innovation
for sustainable progress.

Addressing the pro-
gramme, Dr Amarendra Pani,
Joint Director and Director of
the Research Division, AIU,
emphasised the role of An-
veshan as a national platform
to nurture research aptitude
and innovative thinking
among university students.

Prof NA Khan, Vice Chan-
cellor of APU, welcomed the
guests. Tsering Naksang,
Chairperson, Arunachal
Pradesh Private Educational
Institutions Regulatory Com-
mission, Itanagar; Pankaj
Lamba, SP, East Siang,
Pasighat also attended the
programme, among others.

Meanwhile, APU extends
heartfelt appreciation to AIU
for entrusting it with the hon-
our of hosting the convention
and to all the participating uni-
versities for their valuable
contributions in making An-
veshan 2025 (East Zone) a
grand success.

APU is a statutory univer-
sity established by the Gov-
ernment of Arunachal
Pradesh and recognised by
the UGC as a state private
university. The university has
approval from various statu-
tory regulatory bodies (BCI,
CoA,NCTE, PCI, and APNC)
for programmes in respective
disciplines.
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Internally Displaced Persons to stage
protest against Mampur Sangal Fest

CORRESPONDENT

IMPHAL, Nov 17: The In-
ternally Displaced Persons
(IDPs) currently taking shel-
ter at different relief camps
in the valley districts of Ma-
nipur today announced that
they will stage a sit-in in pro-
test against the upcoming 10-
day Manipur Sangai Festival
starting from November 21.

“We’ll be organising a
mass sit-in in protest against
the Sangai Festival at the re-
lief camps on November 20,”
says L Brojen, arepresenta-
tive of IDPs and secretary of
Meetei Council Moreh.

Sharing a similar senti-
ment during a press briefing
on a relief camp premises
here this afternoon, Naba
Ningthoujam, another IDP
and co-convenor of Churach-
andpur Meetei United Com-

Representatives of Internally Displaced Persons speaking to media on Monday.

mittee, said that it will be
better if the festival is organ-
ised after the resettlement
of the IDPs and free move-
ment on the highways.
Naba said that they’re as-
sured that IDPs would be re-
settled in a phase-wise man-

ner before December. “But
no visible step has been tak-
en up in this direction so far,”
he regretted.

Such an event can be or-
ganised once the resettle-
ment process of the IDPs is
completed, Naba said and

appealed to the general pub-
licin the State to support the
IDPs in boycotting the San-
ga Festival.

The Manipur Sangai festi-
val, which is an annual event
organised by the State gov-
ernment to promote tourism

from 2010 onwards from No-
vember 21 to 30, named after
the endangered Sangai deer
found exclusively in the State.

Meanwhile, hectic prepara-
tions for the Sangai festival
are underway after a two-
year gap in Imphal more par-
ticularly at Hafta Kangjeibung
in Imphal East district follow-
ing the outbreak of ethnic vi-
olence in 2023.

Deployment of additional
State and Central forces
were seen at strategic loca-
tions in and around Hapta
Kangjeibung, the main ven-
ue of the festival.

Earlier, many civil society
organisations, including student
bodies have already announced
to boycott the Sangai Festival
stating that it is untimely to or-
ganise such an event when the
State continues to face unrest
and sufferings.

Tripura govt targets
1.35 lakh women to
become ‘Lakhpat1 Didis’

CORRESPONDENT

AGARTALA, Nov 17: The
Tripura Rural Livelihood
Mission (TRLM) has revised
its target for the ongoing fi-
nancial year, aiming to ena-
ble 1.35 lakh women to be-
come ‘Lakhpati Didis’, an of-
ficial said on Monday.

The decision was finalized
during a State-level steer-
ing committee meeting held
at the Civil Secretariat on
November 15, chaired by
Rural Development Depart-
ment Secretary Abhishek
Singh.

According to TRLM Chief
Executive Officer Tarit Kan-
ti Chakma, the earlier target
of making 1.08 lakh women
‘Lakhpati Didis’ has already
been achieved.

“With the milestone
crossed, the target has now

been increased to 1.35 lakh.
Necessary measures will be
initiated, and the Ministry of
Rural Development
(MoRD) will be apprised,”
he said.

Chakma also highlighted
that Chief Minister Manik
Saha had disbursed Rs 100
crore to 1,00,000 ‘Lakhpati
Didis’ on October 25 to boost
their income-generating ac-
tivities. South Tripura dis-
trict currently leads in the
initiative with 21,898 ‘La-
khpati Didis’.

A ‘Lakhpati Didi’ refers
to a self-help group mem-
ber whose annual house-
hold income exceeds Rs 1
lakh —part of a Central gov-
ernment mission aimed at
enhancing the livelihoods
of economically weaker
rural households across
the country.

Scottish artiste Ruairidh Maclean (RuMac) will perform on December 2
UK to be country partner for
Hornbill Festlval 2025

CORRESPONDENT

DIMAPUR, Nov 17: The
Nagaland government and
the British Council on Mon-
day signed an agreement to
formalise the United King-
dom’s role as one of the coun-
try partners at the upcoming
Hornbill Festival 2025.

The agreement was signed
by Nagaland Chief Minister
Neiphiu Rio and Alison Bar-
rett MBE, Country Director
India, British Council, in New
Delhi in presence of Lindy
Cameron CB OBE, British
High Commissioner to India
and senior representatives
from both sides.

A release said the agree-
ment strengthens the ongo-
ing collaboration between the
two partners to promote cul-
tural exchange, support crea-

Nagaland Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio signing agreement with
British Council representative in New Delhi.

tive talent, and enhance glo-
bal visibility for Nagaland’s
cultural heritage.

Under this partnership, the
British Council is working in
close coordination with the
British Deputy High Com-
mission in Kolkata to curate
meaningful programming for
the festival. Like in the previ-
ous editions, the Council is

bringing an artiste from the
UK to participate in the festi-
val. This year, Scottish artist
Ruairidh Maclean (RuMac)
will perform on December 2.

“Nagaland is honoured to
welcome the United Kingdom
as our Country Partner for this
year’s Hornbill Festival. This
partnership reflects our shared
values and a strong commit-

ment to cultural exchange, col-
laboration, and people-to-peo-
ple ties,” Rio said

He added that the UK’s par-
ticipation will enrich the festi-
val and open new avenues for
cooperation in culture, tour-
ism, education, and enterprise.

“The UK is proud to sup-
port the incredible Hornbill
Festival once again as a Coun-
try Partner. The deep per-
sonal and cultural connec-
tions between the UK and
India, our living bridge, are
what make this partnership
so special. Welsh, Naga, and
Khasi artistes performed to-
gether at the festival’s silver
jubilee last year. It is fantas-
tic to be able to follow that
up with Scottish music this
year,” Lindy Cameron, CB
OBE, British High Commis-
sioner to India, said.

Cholera confirmed in south
Mizoram as death toll rises to 9

CORRESPONDENT

AIZAWL, Nov 17: The wa-
ter-borne disease that has
claimed six lives in Lawngt-
lai district and three more in
neighbouring Siaha has been
confirmed as cholera,
Lawngtlai deputy commis-
sioner Donny Lalruatsanga
announced on Monday.

Laboratory tests conduct-
ed at the Zoram Medical Col-
lege & Hospital (ZMC&H),
Falkawn, established the
presence of vibrio cholerae in
samples collected from af-
fected villagers.

Medical experts classify
cholera as a severe form of
acute gastroenteritis caused
by the vibrio cholerae bacte-
rium, which triggers sudden
watery diarrhoea, vomiting
and rapid dehydration. Dr
Swagnik Roy, Professor and

In response to
the escalating
situation, district
administrations
of Lawngtlai and
Siaha have
ordered the
closure of all
Myanmar border
entry points,
mmposing a two-
month ban on
cross-border
movement

Head of Microbiology at
ZMC&H, confirmed the di-
agnosis after stool samples
and other specimens sent
early last week tested posi-
tive.

The outbreak has hit Kak-
ichhuah village in Lawngtlai
district the hardest, where

six people have died. In
neighbouring Siaha district,
three more fatalities have
been reported, taking the
total toll in southern Mizo-
ram to nine so far.
Inresponse to the escalat-
ing situation, the district ad-
ministrations of Lawngtlai
and Siaha have ordered the
closure of all Myanmar bor-
der entry points, imposing a
two-month ban on cross-
border movement. Authori-
ties said the restrictions
were put in place after the
infection was suspected to
have originated from Palet-
wa district in southern Chin
State, which borders the af-
fected areas of Mizoram.
Officials said surveillance and
preventive measures have
been intensified in the border
belt as health teams continue
monitoring for new cases.

Japanese Training Prog mstitute
inaugurated m Meghalaya

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

SHILLONG, Nov 17: Bu-
oyed by its growing collabo-
ration with the government in
Japan, Meghalaya today took
this tie forward by inaugurat-
ing a Japanese Training Pro-
gramme institute here.

This institute would up-
grade the skills of students that
could help them get job op-
portunities in Japan. Besides,
they will be taught Japanese
language, the culture and eti-
quette, which would help them
assimilate better in Japan.

“We don’t want to have
multiple tie-ups with multiple
nations because if you try to
tie up with everybody you will
not have a relationship with
anybody,” Chief Minister Con-
rad Sangma said while inaugu-
rating the institute at Barik
Point.

He said Japan and the North-

eastern states have similarities
in terms of food and culture
and moreover Japan has been
collaborating with India for
many years.

Meghalaya government has
recently tied up with Asean
Group Co Ltd which helps for-
eigners from ASEAN coun-
tries get jobs in Japan. They
support professionals in engi-
neering, construction, caregiv-
ing and hospitality to get job
placements in Japan.

Meghalaya has already sent
37 nurses to Japan and are
there now working for quite
some time.

“Our nurses working in Ja-
pan today are at N4 grade (Jap-
anese language proficiency)
and we wish our nurses to be
N3 grade nurses for higher
salaries,” Sangma said.

The CM further said these
37 nurses are on an average
sending one lakh back to the

families. “The foreign ex-
change coming into our State
through these 37 nurses is
about Rs 5 crore annually,” he
said.

Sangma further said the
government is facilitating the
youth to get skill training not
just to earn their livelihood,
but also gain experience in a
specific field. “The partner-
ship between ASEAN group
and Meghalaya government
is facilitating this process,” he
added.

Earlier, the 37 nurses had
to undergo training, for lan-
guage proficiency and other
aspects, in Bangalore for six
months before they could be
placed in Japan. The institute
here would have 86 students
for the six months training.

“You are fortunate, you will
be trained right here in Shil-
long,” Sangma said to the stu-
dents.

Nagaland varsity trains farmers on
mnovative agmcultuml practices

CORRESPONDENT

DIMAPUR, Nov 17: The
Nagaland University (NU) or-
ganised a 10-day farmers’ train-
Ing programme on extraction
and value addition of non-con-
ventional banana fiber for em-
powering Naga farmers.

The training, organised by
the agricultural engineering
department, in collaboration
with Science & Technology
Intervention in North East-
ern Region (STINER), SAS,
Nagaland University, Medz-
iphema campus and funded by
ICAR-National Institute of
Fiber Engineering and Tech-
nology (NINFET), Kolkata,
from November 13, was
aimed at empowering local
farmers with innovative agri-
cultural practices, a varsity

release said on Monday.

During the inaugural pro-
gramme, Project-PI, Prof
Khan Chand, provided a brief
overview of the project and
the benefits of eco-friendly
banana fiber.

Drawing on his extensive
experience in food processing,
he elaborated the journey of

banana fiber from extraction
to marketable product.

A total of 25 local farmers
participated in the inaugural
session.

The importance of adopting
sustainable, innovative tech-
nologies in agriculture to up-
lift rural farmers was stressed
at the programme.

150th birth anniv of Sardar Patel

Itanagar youth march
for unity, swadesh,

Aatmanirbhar Bharat’

CORRESPONDENT

ITANAGAR, Nov 17:
Marking the 150th birth an-
niversary of Sardar Vallabh-
bhai Patel, the Iron Man of
India, Sardar Patel @150 Pad-
yatra was organised in Itana-
gar today celebrating his
contribution to national inte-
gration and India’s modern
administrative foundations.

Organised by MY Bharat,
Itanagar in collaboration with
the Government of Arunach-
al Pradesh, the Padyatra be-
gan at Dera Natung Govern-
ment College (DNGC) and
culminated at the IG Park
Tennis Court here, drawing
enthusiastic participation
from MY Bharat volunteers,
NSS volunteers, NCC ca-
dets, faculty members, youth
leaders and students.

Earlier, the programme
began with floral tributes to
Sardar Patel, followed by a
welcome address by DNGC
Principal Dr MQ Khan, and
patriotic cultural performanc-
es by NSS volunteers. As
part of the nationwide initia-
tive “Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam”,
dignitaries also planted sap-
lings, symbolising environ-
mental responsibility and
sustainable development.

Addressing the gathering
as chief guest, Member of
Parliament (Rajya Sabha)
Nabam Rebia said Sardar Pa-
tel was not only the architect
of a united India but also a
fearless satyagrahi whose
leadership during the free-
dom struggle demonstrated
a deep commitment to truth
and national service.

“Today, the essence of
Sardar Patel’s vision must
reflect in our commitment to
make India truly self-reliant.

‘Aatmanirbhar Bharat’ is not
merely an economic mission
but a national mindset root-
ed in unity, responsibility,
skill, dignity of labour and the
swadeshi spirit,” Rebia said.
He urged the youth of Aru-
nachal Pradesh to become
frontline contributors to this
mission.

In his keynote remarks,
MLA and Advisor to the
Minister of Youth Affairs &
Sports, Chau Zingnu Nam-
choom, highlighted Sardar
Patel’s decisive role in inte-
grating more than 560
princely states and in estab-
lishing the All India Servic-
es, including the IAS and IPS.

Itanagar Mayor Tamme
Phassang commended the
organisers for connecting the
legacy of Patel with youth-
driven nationalism and civic
responsibility.

The Padyatra was jointly
flagged off by Rebia, Nam-
choom and Phassang amid
chants of “Bharat Mata Ki Jai,”
“Vande Mataram,” “Sardar
Patel Amar Rahe” and “Har
Ghar Swadeshi.” The march
progressed  peacefully
through the city and conclud-
ed at IG Park, echoing themes
of unity, patriotism and com-
munity participation.

During the felicitation cer-
emony, Deputy Director, MY
Bharat, Gopesh Pandey hon-
oured the dignitaries and de-
livered the vote of thanks,
appreciating all agencies and
volunteers for their support.

The event is part of a se-
ries of State-wide youth-cen-
tric patriotic initiatives aimed
at instilling national pride,
reviving swadeshi values and
strengthening unity, resil-
ience and nation-building
across Arunachal Pradesh.
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KS016 from the Department of Design, IT Guwahati on 25"
November, 2025. For detailed advertisements may please visit
https://www.iitg.ac.infiitg_recruitment

Advt. No: IITG/II&SI/Project Staff Rectt-2025/70 HoS (R&D)

ASSAM POWER DISTRIBUTION COMPANY LIMITED

&, Gowl, of Assam Public Limited Sampany]

HOTICE INVITING TENDER

The Chiof Enginser (D&S), LAR, APOCL, Biulee Bhasan,
Faltanbazar, Guaahali=1, invies Estanders from axperienced
(individual comractars] and Tnancially sound slecirical coniracions
{ar joint wenbura firms) for the folloaing wark

Mame of Work: Construction of Proposed 11KV dedicaied
feader Tor providing unintermupted power supply 1o Lengen
Moded Hospital, PO Lengeri Dist Dibrugark under Moran ESD.

For details. please visil waw apdelorg or nunmr_ui

assamisnders gowvin
Ssli- Chisl General Manager ':D«E'-E:'_ﬁ
AR APDICL

Pleaes pay vour energy Bl on time and help i o serve yoir befler |

£ ASSAM POWER DISTRIBUTION COMPANY LIMITED

(4 Govf. of Assam Pubiic Limied Company)
Mo, CEWEDES S PDOLUSR Mbrugarh University/2025/83  Dage; 17-11-2025
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ASMSC, NSCN (I-M) hold talks on
crucial issues of ndigenous people

CORRESPONDENT

NAZIRA, Nov 17: The As-
sam Sanmilita Mahasangha
Security Council (ASMSC)
and the National Socialist
Council of Nagalim (Isak-Muiv-
ah) have called for strength-
ening anew the historic rela-
tions between the Assamese
and Naga people and coming
together of the indigenous
peoples of Assam and Naga-
land to fight in unison against
their ‘common enemy’.

The ASMSC and NSCN
(I-M) made statements to
this effect during talks held
between them at Dimapur,
Nagaland, on November 14.

In a statement issued here,
ASMSC president Matiur
Rahman said that the Mahas-
angha held a two-hour discus-
sion with a seven-member
team of the Government of
the People’s Republic of Na-
galim (GPRN), NSCN (I-M),
led by deputy prime minis-
ter VS Atem, on several key
issues concerning Assam,
Nagaland, and other parts of

the Northeast.

Rahman stated that the
Dimapur meeting particular-
ly discussed the plight of the
indigenous peoples of Assam
and Nagaland, and the rela-
tions between them.

“During the reign of the Tai
Ahom kings, the Assamese
people had very friendly rela-
tions with various Naga ethnic

groups. But with the signing
of the Treaty of Yandaboo on
February 24, 1826, the British
colonial rule started in Assam
and, as aresult, the Assamese-
Naga relations gradually got
hampered,” Rahman said.

He said the Tai Ahom kings
of Assam never occupied and
annexed any area of the Naga
hills to Assam, adding that it

was only after the signing of
the Treaty of Yandaboo that the
British amalgamated vast are-
as of Naga hills and other parts
of the Northeast with Assam.
Rahman explained before
the NSCN (I-M) leadership
that the Nagas can discuss the
issue of their independence
with the British on the basis
of the Treaty of Yandaboo.

The ASMSC leader also
said that the meeting at Di-
mapur discussed how illegal
foreigners and outsiders have
harmed Assam, Nagaland, and
other states of the Northeast.

According to Rahman, the
Dimapur meeting affirmed
that February 24, 1826 should
be the base year for identifi-
cation of indigenous people

in Assam, Nagaland, and oth-
er Northeastern states. The
meeting also came to the con-
clusion that the cut-off year
for identification of foreign-
ers in the Northeast should
be 1951.

Both the ASMSC and
NSCN (I-M) agreed that the
Northeastern states should
forget past mistakes and
come together as a strong
unit.

At the meeting, VS Atem
called for strengthening of the
relations between the Nagas
and the Assamese people.

The seven-member
GPRN-NSCN (I-M) team
included the outfit’s political
department management
committee convener Ang-
naikham Makunga, convener
George Golmeli, assistant
convener Meyong Phom, and
high-powered committee
convener Hutovi Chishi.

ASMSC secretary general
Dr Hemanta Gogoi and Assam
Sanmilita Mahasangha mem-
ber Mintu Chitrakar also took
part in the talks at Dimapur.

Sculptor Dr Biren Singha receives
Adya Ranjan Barthakur Award

CORRESPONDENT

SIVASAGAR, Nov 17:
Noted sculptor and creator
of numerous sculptures
across the State, Dr Biren
Singha, on Saturday received
the Adya Ranjan Borthakur
Art and Sculpture Award
2025 during the third exhibi-
tion of the Sivasagar Pratib-
hayan Chitrakala Niketan at
the KPM Hall here.

Dr Singha, while address-
ing the gathering, said that a
piece of art or a sculpture pro-
tects and preserves a partic-
ular message, a story of a par-
ticular time, and also carries a
message for the future. He
said that we are interlinked

with all objects and ideas
around us with which our con-
cepts and ideas are shaped.
Artists gather a lot of experi-
ences from life to give shape
to their dreams, he added.
Singha also said that apti-
tude and taste cannot be
taught, it grows spontaneous-
ly and hence there should be
a systematic approach to
guide the feelings and
dreams of every child.
Referring to sculptor Adya
Ranjan Barthakur, Singha said
that we must try to realise
what inspired Borthakur, the
sculptor, to devote himself to
this field. Without knowing
the social structure and basic
values, we cannot judge any-

thing, he said.

Earlier, Ellora Bhagawati,
president of the Pratibhayan
Chitrakala Niketan, hoisted the
ceremonial flag, while noted
artist Saleha Ahmed and sculp-
tor Durlov Bora inaugurated
the exhibition of paintings by
students of the institute.

The meeting was attend-
ed by the vice chancellor of
the JB University Dr Jyoti
Prasad Saikia, artist Mijida
Begum, chairman of the
Sivasagar Development Au-
thority Dr Prakash Kotoky,
Dr Protim Sharma, Durlov
Bora, Manoj Bhagawati, PK
Das, and Pratap Dey. Prof
Kartik Dutta presided over
the meeting.

‘Vishwas Yatra’ on motorbikes
for women empowerment ends

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

JORHAT, Nov 17: A 16-
member motorbike rally
themed as ‘Vishwas Yatra’ —
comprising six men and ten
women — and led by Angoor-
lata Deka, chairperson of the
Assam State Commission for
Women, to promote safety,
dignity, empowerment, cour-
age, equality, and justice for
women, concluded here on
Saturday.

The rally was organised
with support from the wom-
en and child development de-
partment and the State Hub
for Empowerment of Women
(SANKALP: Hub) and had set
off from Guwahati on Novem-

ber 12. The participants of the
rally were given by a rousing
welcome by officials of district
administration and the wom-
en and child welfare depart-
ment at the Jorhat DC’s office
complex.

Speaking to the media,
Deka said that the rally was
part of a series of initiatives
undertaken by the Commis-
sion to empower women, en-
courage them to speak up, and
be informed of their legal
rights, thereby eliminating
gender discrimination and pro-
viding justice.

She said that the Assam
State Commission for Wom-
en will always be ready to ex-
tend support to any woman

facing harassment, abuse, or
atrocities. Deka said that the
Commission has opened a
24x7 toll free helpline
number (181) that can be ap-
proached for any assistance
and also to know about vari-
ous schemes and projects of
the Central and State govern-
ments for the development
and welfare of young girls and
women in the State.

She later held a meeting
with senior officials of the
district administration and
the police at the DC office’s
conference hall and dis-
cussed various schemes and
initiatives implemented for
the empowerment of wom-
en in Jorhat district.

Stress laid on ethical gatekeeping, algorithmic accountability

NATIONAL PRESS DAY CELEBRATIONS

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

SILCHAR, Nov 17: Nation-
al Press Day 2025 celebra-
tions in Cachar emerged as a
compelling reflection on the
future of journalism, with
speakers unanimously under-
scoring the urgent need for
ethical gatekeeping, algorith-
mic accountability, and con-
sumer-driven news models.

Organised by the Cachar
district administration in as-
sociation with the office of the
deputy director of information
and public relations, and
chaired by district commis-
sioner Mridul Yadav, the event
highlighted how the evolving
media environment demands
both structural reform and in-
dividual responsibility.

Delivering the keynote
address on ‘Safeguarding
Press Credibility Amidst Ris-
ing Misinformation’, Dr
Charvak, associate professor
and head of the Department
of Mass Communication, As-
sam University, placed to-
day’s media crisis within a
broader historical context.
He recalled that Raja Ram
Mohan Roy had halted publi-
cation of his newspaper rath-
er than accept censorship, an
act that placed integrity
above convenience.

He explained that misinfor-
mation is often unintentional,
whereas disinformation is
manufactured deliberately
and sold like a commodity.
The problem in credible
news reporting is intensified
in the new media through al-
gorithmic filtering, creating
echo chambers where individ-
uals encounter only content
that confirms their biases.

Panthoibi Singha, field pub-
licity officer, Central Bureau
of Communication and the
PIB, highlighted how unreg-
ulated social media exposure
has made people increasing-
ly reactive in forming opin-
ions without verification. She

warned that fabricated news
can trigger hatred and vio-
lence, emphasising that jour-
nalists must resist the temp-
tation of sensationalism and
remain committed to accu-
racy and credibility.

Veteran editor Taimur Raja
Choudhury traced the evolu-
tion of Indian journalism from
The Bengal Gazette to the
present, noting that the lan-
guage press has consistently
upheld the values of credibili-
ty and public trust. He re-
marked that the current me-
dia climate, driven by speed,
algorithmic amplification, and
commercial pressures, poses
a new kind of challenge to
these long-held values.

Speaking on the operation-
al impact of misinformation,
Dr Arindam Gupta, Staff Cor-
respondent of The Assam
Tribune, described false
news as “a greasy fog chok-
ing newsrooms”. Recalling
the recent viral fake news of
cinema icon Dharmendra’s
death, he explained how un-
verified social media buzz,
combined with algorithmic
acceleration and traditional
media haste, spiralled into a
national misinformation epi-
sode. The incident, he said,
illustrates the dire need for
stronger checkpoints, slow-
er judgment, and a renewed
commitment to verification.

In his address, district com-
missioner Mridul Yadav em-
phasised that the defining chal-
lenge for journalists today lies
in navigating the tension be-
tween speed and accuracy. He
noted that the growing de-
pendence on algorithms, of-
ten opaque and biased, cre-
ates distortions in public per-
ception, shaping what people
believe to be reality. Yadav
called for stronger oversight
over digital platforms, empha-
sising that social control over

Dr Arindam Gupta being honoured by Cachar DC Mridul Yadav
on the occasion of National Press Day, in Silchar on Sunday.

algorithms is no longer a tech-
nical issue alone but a demo-
cratic necessity.

Jorhat Staff Correspond-
ent adds: National Press Day
was celebrated at the Jorhat
Press Club on Sunday with a
programme that was presided
over by the Club’s president,
Ananta Narayan Borthakur.

Two eminent persons deliv-
ered talks on topics related to
challenges faced by journalists.
Noted writer, scholar and re-
tired principal of the Jorhat
College (Amalgamated) Dr
Devabrata Sharma, in his
speech, dwelt at length on the
various aspects of the present
scenario of journalism.

Speaking about various
challenges faced by the print
media, he stated that there
is an emerging trend of po-
litical leaders and industrial-
ists close to the government
opening media establish-
ments across the country.

Thereafter, writer and col-
umnist Dwipen Kakoty, in his
speech, expressed anguish
over the killing of journalists
worldwide, including in India,
in the past 11 years.

Earlier, the welcome ad-
dress was delivered by the

Jorhat Press Club’s general
secretary, Ashok Kumar
Baruah. The vote of thanks
was offered by Biraj Baruah,
ajoint secretary of the Club.

Meanwhile, another pro-
gramme to mark the occa-
sion was organised at the
Jorhat Circuit House by the
Jorhat district administration
in association with the office
of the district information and
public relations officer
(DIPRO), Jorhat.

At the function presided
over by Jogesh QOjha, a sen-
ior journalist, Dr Suryya
Chetia, head of the Depart-
ment of Mass Communica-
tion and Journalism, Assam
Women'’s University, Jorhat,
delivered a talk on the topic
‘Reporting in the brave new
world: The impact of artifi-
cial intelligence on press free-
dom and the media’.

Tezpur Correspondent
adds: The Sonitpur district
administration, in association
with the office of the district
information and public rela-
tions office, celebrated Na-
tional Press Day 2025 at the
conference hall of the DC’s
office, wherein Dr Abhijit
Bora, professor and head of

the Department of Mass
Communication and Journal-
ism, Tezpur University, at-
tended as the keynote speak-
er and delivered a talk on this
year’s theme: ‘Safeguarding
Press Credibility Amidst Ris-
ing Misinformation’.

On the occasion, journalists
present in the event were
accorded a warm welcome
and felicitated with phulam
gamosas by the district admin-
istration. Additionally, 56
DIPR accredited journalists
and two journalist pensioners
of the district were present-
ed with appreciation citations.

The programme was also
attended by the co-district
commissioner of Barchalla,
Kamal Baruah.

Morigaon Correspond-
ent adds: National Press
Day was celebrated in Mori-
gaon on Sunday at a grand
function organised by the
Morigaon district administra-
tion in collaboration with the
Morigaon District Journal-
ists’ Association.

The function was held at
the Pobitora Haat Hall in
Morigaon town. The day-long
celebration began with light-
ing of a ceremonial lamp by
Kalpataru Choudhury, vice
president of the Morigaon
District Journalists’ Associa-
tion. This was followed by a
tribute to journalists who lost
their lives in the line of duty,
led by Birinchi Kumar Shar-
ma, former president of the
Association and editor of the
weekly Bor Asom newspaper.

A seminar was held on the
topic ‘Protecting the credi-
bility of journalism amidst
misinformation’. Anamika
Tiwari, district commission-
er of Morigaon, inaugurated
the event. The seminar was
addressed, among others, by
Shayamani Bhuyan, execu-
tive editor of the satellite

channel News Live. Other
dignitaries present at the
event included Prakash
Sonowal, senior superin-
tendent of police, Morigaon,
Pratap Hazarika, former
president of the Morigaon
District Journalists’ Associa-
tion, and senior journalist
Dalim Phukan.

The event also honoured
four senior journalists — Jitu-
mani Nath, Manabendra
Devnath, Paramananda Deka,
and Pranab Goswami — with
shawls and citations.

Haflong Correspondent
adds: The Dima Hasao dis-
trict onformation and public
relations department (DIPR)
on Sunday felicitated the
journalists of Dima Hasao
district on the occasion of
National Press Day.

The event was held at the
Sonaram Thaosen Media
Centre, Haflong, under the
initiative of the information
and public relations depart-
ment (Hills).

Dinanath Loing, additional
director of the DIPR, wel-
comed all journalists work-
ing in the district and appre-
ciated their contributions.
The function was also attend-
ed by deputy director Purabi
Ponglo, SDIPRO Rjjit Kach-
ari Nunisa, senior journalist
Anup Biswas, former gener-
al secretary of the Haflong
Press Club Biplob Dev, In-
dranil Dutta, Shamsul Alam,
Prasanta Bhattacharya, gen-
eral secretary of Dima Hasao
Journalists Union Nirmal
Singh, president of the Haf-
long Press Club LK Hegna,
and other senior journalists.

Speakers at the event em-
phasised the importance of fac-
tual and responsible reporting
in the current media environ-
ment that is filled with misin-
formation. They highlighted
that maintaining press credi-
bility is essential for strength-
ening democracy and policy-
based journalism in India.

Umakanta Boro

CORRESPONDENT

TEZPUR, Nov 17: Umakanta Boro,
a noted litterateur, social worker, and
retired headmaster who was a resi-
dent of the Thelamara area, passed
away on Saturday night at his resi-
dence. He was 72.

He had started his educational
journey from the Gormara ME School
in Sonitpur district. After complet-
ing his higher education, he joined
the Swahid Maniram ME School in
1985 and retired as its headmaster
in 2016.

He was was also associated with several socio-cultural, education-
al, and religious organisations in the greater Dhekiajuli, Thelamara,
and Bargaon areas. He was the president of the Bargaon Primary
Bodo Sahitya Sabha, vice president of the Tezpur District Bodo Sah-
itya Sabha, and chairman of the editorial board of a special compilation
of historical facts pertaining to the Bodos.

His demise is being widely mourned in the district.

Girindra Nath Sarma

ANN SERVICE

PATACHARKUCHI, Nov 17: Gir- |
indra Nath Sarma, a retired ranger of
the forest department who was a res-
ident of Sarih Chakla village, passed
away at his residence on Friday. He
was 61 and had been suffering from
diabetes-related ailments.

A dedicated participant in the his-
toric Assam Movement, he was ac-
tively associated with various organ-
isations and institutions in Patach-
arkuchi. His untimely passing has
cast a pall of grief over the entire region. Numerous local organ-
isations have extended their condolences at the loss.

Sarma leaves behind his wife, two sons, and a large circle of
admirers and well-wishers.

Dr Jatin Chandra Sarmah

Dr Jatin Chandra Sarmah, retired
professor in the Department of Pa-
thology, Assam Medical College and
Hospital (AMCH), Dibrugarh,
breathed his last on November 9 at
his home near the Downtown Hos-
pital, Guwahati.

Dr Sarmah hailed from Silsako,
North Guwahati, and had his early
education in the erstwhile Cotton
College, Guwahati. He was a very
popular foothall player of his time. He
obtained the MBBS degree from the Gauhati Medical College and
later obtained his MD degree from the AMCH. He worked in the
Blood Bank department and later joined as a professor in the De-
partment of Pathology, AMCH, where he worked till his retirement
in 2007.

Dr Sarmah was a very kind, gentle, and pure-hearted person
who leaves behind his wife and a host of loving relatives.

Today, on the occasion of his adyashraddha, we pray for the
eternal rest of his soul.

—Manoj Kumar Sarma

Bhabani Prasad Borthakur

Bhabani Prasad Borthakur left for pmm———————y =
his heavenly abode on November 8 at |

the Jorhat Medical College and Hos-
pital after a brief illness. He was 91.

Born to late Khorgeswar
Borthakur and late Shalya Prabha |
Devi at Jhanji in Sivasagar district,
he lived a life defined by dignity,
intelligence, and deep compassion. |
Known for his exceptional qualities, | |
he was a man guided by strong prin- 1 | f
ciples, fearless in his convictions,
and unfailingly kind in spirit.

He began his professional journey with the ONGC, Sivasagar,
where his dedication and clarity of thought earned him the
respect of colleagues across all levels. His leadership soon led
to his election as general secretary of the INTUC-recognised
workers’ union. People of the region fondly remember him as a
bold, just, and capable trade union leader whose profound un-
derstanding of law, justice, and fairness made him a trusted
voice for many.

After more than a decade of service, he chose to step away
from the ONGC and later joined the Nagaon Paper Mill as an
administrative officer. There, too, his wisdom continued to in-
spire everyone around him.

Gifted with many talents, he was also an accomplished singer.
During his college years at St Edmund’s College, Shillong, he was
honoured as the Best Singer in recognition of his melodious voice
and artistic grace. His creative calling later guided him to the
Doordarshan Kendra, Guwahati, where he worked in the produc-
tion department and produced several short films on socially rele-
vant themes, each reflecting his empathy, depth, and vision.

He is survived by his son, daughter, grandchildren, and a
wide circle of relatives and well-wishers who will forever cher-
ish his affection, wisdom, and guidance. His beloved wife had
predeceased him.

—Aparup Borpuzari

Dilip Sarmah

My late grandfather Dilip Sar-
mah, a resident of Baligaon in
Jorhat, was a man whose life was
defined by kindness, hard work,
and a joyful heart. He left us on
November 8, leaving behind mem-
ories and values that continue to
guide our family.

Born to late Bipin Chandra Sar-
mah and late Putuli Devi on Febru-
ary 2, 1948, my grandfather grew
up with strong values that shaped
his personality. He began his professional journey in 1977 at the
Diphu Regional Agriculture Research Station, where he worked
with dedication and sincerity. He was later transferred to the
Titabor Rice Research Station in 1995, where he continued his
work with the same passion.

What made my grandfather truly special was his personality.
He was fun-loving and had a natural warmth that made every-
one around him feel comfortable. His sense of humour, knack of
storytelling, and his ability to bring joy into everyday moments
created beautiful memories for our family.

Losing him has left a void that can never truly be filled. How-
ever, his legacy will live on through the lessons he taught us, the
love he shared, and the gifts he provided. My grandfather will
always be remembered with immense love, pride, and gratitude.

—Anurag

Tributes should not exceed 300 words
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MK3’s early Bihar forecast shows
high directional accuracy

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, Nov 17: MK3, a
multilingual artificial intelligence
system developed by Bengaluru-
based Assamese innovator Gautom
Das, has demonstrated striking
predictive accuracy in its early fore-
cast of the 2025 Bihar Assembly
elections.

The model, powered by the pat-
ent-pending Dynamic Context Or-
chestration Algorithm (DCOA),
generated its projection on Septem-
ber 12, 2025 — well before nomina-
tions were finalized and long before
the election momentum took shape.

According to MK3'’s forecast, the
National Democratic Alliance
(NDA) was expected to secure
138+ seats, while the Mahagath-
bandhan was projected to obtain
78+ seats. A comparative analysis
conducted on November 14, using
the trends reported by mainstream

media outlets and the Election Com-
mission of India, shows that MK3
achieved an overall directional ac-
curacy of 81.28%.

“This level of accuracy, delivered
at such an early stage in the elec-
toral cycle, underscores the grow-
ing capability of Indian-built Al mod-
els to interpret public data sets and
produce reliable, data-driven in-
sights. The MK3 and DCOA tech-
nology model was launched in May
2025, when the model was intro-
duced as a Make-in-India innovation
with specialized multilingual capa-
bilities. Today’s results further re-
inforce the system’s potential in
large-scale analytical tasks, especial-
ly those requiring contextual rea-
soning across diverse Indian data
sets,” Das, creator of MK3, said.

When MKS3 produced its early
forecast in September, the elector-
al landscape was still fluid. Candi-
dates across major political parties

Assamese
innovator’s
homegrown
Indian Al aligns
closely with
2025 results

had not yet filed nominations, and
several political developments —
including major announcements by
senior leaders and indications from
influential strategists — were still
weeks away. The lack of formal cam-
paigning and absence of reliable con-
stituency-level polling meant that
any early analysis carried inherent
uncertainty.

Despite these limitations, MK3’s
projection was grounded entirely in
publicly available historical, demo-
graphic, administrative, and behav-
ioural indicators, processed through

its multilingual and context-aware
architecture. As aresult, the model
was able to identify patterns and
directional shifts much earlier than
traditional forecasting tools.

When counting began on No-
vember 14, trends showed the
NDA leading in the 190-200+ seat
range, while the Mahagathbandhan
remained significantly below its
earlier anticipated position — close-
ly echoing the directional trajecto-
ry identified by MK3 nearly two
months earlier.

“The close alignment between
MK3’s September prediction and
the actual November trends dem-
onstrates that Indian-developed Al
systems can offer meaningful ana-
lytical value even in complex and
dynamic scenarios,” Das said, add-
ing that MK3'’s accuracy rate of was
above 80% — that too predicted be-
fore nomination, before Prashant
Kishore’s announcement — was re-

markable.

“I think no one else achieved
that level of accuracy at that time.
Even the exit polls, which conduct-
ed surveys and collected data dur-
ing the election were unable to
come even close to 80% accuracy.
If the Make in India Al is able to
do this with a volatile situation like
Bihar election, imagine what it can
do to any business with adequate
data!” he said.

The MK3 Team had earlier en-
tered into a strategic partnership
with the Computer Science Depart-
ment of Tezpur University to col-
laborate on research and develop-
ment, product development, and
augmentation in the fields of Artifi-
cial Intelligence (AI), Machine
Learning (ML), MK3, and DCOA
technologies.

The collaboration will prioritize
the development of transformative
AI/ML-driven technologies.

BTC to celebrate
Zubeen Garg’s
53rd birthday

KOKRAJHAR, Nov 17: The
Bodoland Territorial Council
(BTC) authority is set to cele-
brate Assam’s iconic singer
Zubeen Garg’s 53rd birthday
on Tuesday with a grand event
at Chandamari in Kokrajhar,
the BTC headquarters.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, the organizing commit-
tee chairman, Jubiraj Basuma-
tary, announced a series of spe-
cial initiatives planned in hon-
our of the celebrated artist.
“The highlight of the celebra-
tion will be the foundation
stone laying ceremony for
Zubeen Garg Udyan, a park set
to be developed on 30 bighas
of land along the Gaurang riv-
er at Chandamari,” he said.

At the same time, he said
the park, to be developed un-
der the initiative of the BTC
authority, will serve as a trib-
ute to Zubeen Garg’s out-
standing contribution to As-
sam’s music and culture.

To mark the occasion, 53 Na-
hor saplings will also be plant-
ed, symbolizing his 53rd birth-
day. Adding to the festivities,
around 25,000 artists from
across the region will come to-
gether to perform Garg’s pop-
ular song Mayabini in both As-
samese and Bodo languages,
he added.

The organizers expressed
hope that the celebration would
not only honour the versatile
singer but also promote cultur-
al unity and harmony among
the people of Assam and Bod-
oland. — Correspondent

World Peace
Retreat Centre

anniversary held
A CORRESPONDENT

DEMOW, Nov 17: The sev-
enth anniversary of the World
Peace Retreat Centre situat-
ed at Demow Barua Changmai
Gaon was organized on Sun-
day. The Centre is operated
by the Prajapita Brahma
Kumaris Iswariya Vishwavidy-
alaya.

On Sunday, Topon Kumar
Gogoi, former Jorhat MP and
chairman of the Assam Indus-
trial Development Corporation,
inaugurated the ‘Healing Gar-
den’, which was constructed
under the MPLAD fund dur-
ing his tenure. BK Sudesh,
joint administrative head of
Brahma Kumaris, Mount Abu,
Rajasthan, and director of Brah-
ma Kumaris, Germany and Eu-
rope, inaugurated the ‘pyra-
mid’ in the Centre premises.

Gogoi, along with Dr Sab-
yasachi Mahanta, principal of
Gargaon College, and others,
also took part in a plantation
drive. A public meeting was
also organized in the Centre.
BK Anita and BK Ruchika

Postal stamp, milepost installation
mark 54 years of Aranya

First crowd-funded Assamese film

CORRESPONDENT

MANGALDAI Nov 17: A ‘milepost’
was installed commemorating the com-
pletion of 54 years of the release Aran-
ya, the Assamese film produced by a
local club with public donations. Addi-
tionally, a postal stamp was released in
memory of the late Samarendra Naray-
an Deb, the director of the film.

Befitting the occasion, local socio-cul-
tural organization Gypsy Guild on Sun-
day organized a public function titled
‘Aranyar Edin’ here at the Jayanta Haz-
arika memorial park on the bank of the
Borpukhuri. Prominent writer Dr Bi-
pul Jyoti Saikia ceremonially inaugurat-
ed the ‘milepost’ while noted playwright
and director Nayan Prasad released the

postal stamp.
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In his speech, Prasad highlighted the
unique character of the film which fo-
cused on the threats to the wildlife and
environment back in 1971 well before
the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972 came
into play. At the beginning of the func-

a  tion, the background voice of the film on

Tributes were paid to the departed souls

l environment conservation was aired.

of all the persons associated with the film.

Several office bearers and members of
Mangaldai United Club, the producers of
the film including Mukul Goswami, Du-
rgeswar Das, Biren Medhi and others
became nostalgic while recalling the days
of their association with the production of
the film. Dibya Jyoti Saharia, retired sec-
retary of the State PWD department, ac-
tor Pabitra Rabha, president of Gypsy
Guild Hiren Kumar Das, secretary Jay-

anta Deka also spoke on the occasion.

Public meet on
Nov 19 to discuss
Silchar flyover issues

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

SILCHAR, Nov 17: Amidst
recent instances of heated
discussions over the fate of
Silchar’s much-needed flyo-
ver, especially after a section
of the society raised objections
to its current design and rout-
ing, the Cachar district admin-
istration has decided to take
up the matter with the deni-
zens here.

In a significant step, the
Cachar district administration
has announced a public con-
sultation meeting on Novem-
ber 19 at 3 pm at Banga Bha-
wan here, inviting residents
to voice their views on the
proposed construction of an el-
evated road from Trunk Road
near Capital Point to Rang-
irkhari Point.

With the flyover project
becoming a topic of intense
civic buzz, the administra-
tion took the initiative to pro-
vide a platform where every
concern, commercial, civic, or
logistical, will be heard, a re-
lease issued by the office of
the DDIPR Barak Valley
stated.

As per the release, the
meeting has been called by
the Land Acquisition branch of
the district administration,
and it’s expected to draw

heavy public participation.
Residents, shop owners,
transporters, and local repre-
sentatives will be able to
present their opinions on the
alignment, land issues, and the
project’s wider influence on
Silchar’s urban mobility.

Officials emphasised that
local perspectives will have a
direct bearing on the final blue-
print of the elevated corridor,
widely expected to decongest
the city’s core and redefine
daily movement across Sil-
char.

Cabinet Minister Kaushik
Rai, who holds the portfolios
of Food, Public Distribution
and Consumer Affairs, Barak
Valley Development, and
Mines and Minerals, will
preside over the meeting.
Local MPs and MLAs
will also be present, the re-
lease said.

The administration has ex-
tended an open invitation to
all residents to attend,
stressing that the future of
one of Silchar’s biggest urban
development projects rests
on informed public participa-
tion. Citizens have been
urged to come forward, not
just with objections but also
with constructive suggestions
that can help the project
progress smoothly.

74th Karbi Anglong Day
celebrated in Diphu

CORRESPONDENT

DIPHU, Nov 17: The Kar-
bi Anglong Autonomous Dis-
trict commemorated the
74th Karbi Anglong Day, hon-
ouring its historical legacy
while looking towards a sus-
tainable future.

The day’s events served to
pay tribute to the founding
leaders of the region, whose
dedication and vision were in-
strumental in the establish-
ment of the Karbi Anglong
Autonomous Region.

The Karbi Anglong Auton-
omous Council (KAAC) organ-
ized a ceremony at the Karbi
People’s Hall, Taralangso,
Diphu today to recognize
those who advocated the re-
gion’s autonomy and identi-
ty. The dedication and sacri-

fices of these individuals
were acknowledged, empha-
sizing their vital role in shap-
ing the present and future of
Karbi Anglong. A tree plant-
ation programme was also or-
ganized.

The event was attended by
various leaders, including
Longsing Ronghang, Karbi
Recho, Amorsing Tisso, MP
and Dr Numal Momin, Speak-
er, Assam Legislative Assem-
bly, among others.

Speakers addressed the
significance of maintaining
unity while pursuing progress
and environmental responsi-
bility. The day’s proceedings
concluded with renewed com-
mitments to advance the re-
gion’s development, preserve
its unique cultural identity,
and reinforce its autonomy.

Cattle smugglers held

CORRESPONDENT

CHAPAR, Nov 17: Three cattle smugglers were ar-
rested in a joint operation by the Chapar police station and
Salkocha police outpost in Dhubri district today.

The cattle smugglers were on their way to Salkocha
with a Bolero pick-up van (AS17 C 5253). The arrested
persons have been identified as Majen Ali Sheikh, Ahidul
Ali Sheikh and Nishan Ali of Ghuramari in Kokrajhar dis-
trict. The cows were taken to the Chapar police station
and the arrested smugglers were sent to jail. Police sus-
pected that the cattle were being smuggled to Bangladesh

via the Brahmaputra river.

Tributes paid
to legendary

musician Syed
Saadulla

DIBRUGARH, Nov 17:Ina
heartfelt commemoration of
the late maestro Syed Saadul-
la, the renowned musician,
lyricist, composer, and drama-
tist, a special tribute event
was organized at the campus
of Naina Cinema Hall in Nali-
apool here on Sunday.

The programme was a collab-
orative effort of the Dibrugarh
Silpi Samaj and the local com-
munity, honouring the region’s
most celebrated cultural icons.
The event started with a cere-
monial lamp-lighting and floral
tribute, attended by Saadulla’s
family and other relatives from
different places in Assam.

Eminent personalities from
the State’s music and cultural
scene, such as Music Ratna
Prasanta Bordoloi, Assam Gau-
rav Ram Sasoni, and renowned
guitarist Ratan Choudhury,
were also present.

The programme was attend-
ed by local artists, members of
the Dibrugarh Silpi Samaj, and
the general public, with Assam
Tourism Development Corpora-
tion Chairman Rituparna Barua
among the dignitaries paying
homage. A multi-faith prayer
ceremony was also conducted
for the eternal peace of Syed
Saadulla’s departed soul, with
the participation of people of all
religions and communities, re-
flecting the late musician’s uni-
versal appeal. The artists of the
Dibrugarh Silpi Samaj per-
formed some of Saadulla’s time-
less compositions on the occa-
sion. — Staff Correspondent

Agriculture Tool

Bank inaugurated

DOOMDOOMA, Nov 17: An
Agricultural Tool Bank was in-
augurated at Bhitorpowai, Ma-
kumkilla in Margherita on
Monday, marking a major step
towards empowering the farm-
ing community of the region.

The facility has been set up
with CSR support from NEC,
Coal India Limited (CIL), Mar-
gherita. As part of the initia-
tive, two tractors along with a
range of modern agricultural
tools were formally handed
over to farmers under the Bhi-
torpowai Gaon Panchayat.

Speaking at the event, K
Mere, general manager of
NEC, CIL Margherita, under-
scored the company’s commit-
ment to rural development
and its responsibility to sup-
port small and marginal farm-
ers through meaningful inter-
ventions. — Correspondent

ASF surge prompts
ban on pork sales 1n
Dibrugarh district

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

DIBRUGARH, Nov 17: In a major development impacting
the district here and several parts of Assam, the State gov-
ernment has imposed an immediate ban on the movement of
live pigs and the sale of pork in seven severely affected dis-
tricts following a rapid spike in African Swine Fever (ASF)
cases.

According to the official order, ASE, known for its 100 per
cent mortality rate in pigs, has continued to devastate Assam’s

piggery sector since its first . .
outbreak. The situationhas 1 he d1Stricts
facing the

worsened sharply in 2025,
with 297 epicentres report- < X
heaviest impact

ed statewide. Alarmingly, 84

new epicentres were de- -
tected in October alone, sig- lnChlde.(_i
nalling uncontrolled trans- Dhemajl
mission. The districts facing ’
the heaviest impact includ- Kamrup,
ed Dhemaji, Kamrup, La- 1
khimpur, Sivasagar, Dar- La khlmpur’
rang, Jorhat, and Dibrugarh. Slvasagar,
Invoking powers under
multiple sections of the Pre- Darrang’ J Orhat’

vention and Control of Infec-
tious and Contagious Diseas-
es in Animals Act, 2009, the State government has issued two
major directives —a statewide ban on inter-district movement
of live pigs, effective immediately and applicable until further
notice and a complete ban on intra-district movement of live
pigs and the sale of pork specifically within the seven worst-
affected districts, including Dibrugarh.

The inclusion of Dibrugarh district among the highest-risk
zones has put immediate pressure on local pig farmers, pork
traders, and the district’s livestock-dependent economy.

District authorities here have urged pig farmers, traders,
and consumers to adhere strictly to the ban, emphasizing that
coordinated action is essential to contain the highly conta-
gious disease and protect the region’s livestock industry.

and Dibrugarh

NO.SDM.798/2025-26/23/9964
CORRIGENDUM

With reference to the NIQ published on 16.11.2025, it is
hereby notified that the File No. mentioned as SDM.779/2025-
26/23/9947 was inadvertently published. The correct File No.
may be read as SDM.798/2025-26/23/9947. All other terms
and conditions of the NIQ shall remain unchanged.

Sd/- Director,
Sericulture, Assam, Guwahati-22
DIPR/C/AT/2524/18-Nov-25

No. EE/MDSTRD/SOPD-G/2025-26/958/2048
PRESS NOTICE INVITINGTENDER

Executive Engineer PWRD, Mangaldai, Dalgaon & Sipajhar
Territorial Road Division, Mangaldai on behalf of Governor of
Assam invites bid from approved and eligible Contractors
registered with Assam PWD (Roads) for SOPD-G Works for
the year 2025-26 of 10 (Ten) No package under Darrang
District of Assam amounting to Rs. 250.20 Lakhs(Approx).

Details may be seen at http://assamtenders.gov.in as
well as in the office of the undersigned during office hours.
N.B.: The NIT value includes 12% GST and 1% Labour Cess.

Sd/- Executive Engineer, PWRD
Mangaldai, Dalgaon & Sipajhar TRD
DIPR/C/AT/2527/18-Nov-25

N.LT. No. B/M-6/MMCA/Sale Notice/Dighoi/2025/3406
SHORT E-AUCTION NOTICE

Under the provisions of Rule, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36 & 37 of the
Assam Minor Mineral Concession Rules, 2013 bids are invited
online by the undersigned from registered Companies /Firms
/Societies / individuals etc. for the award of Contract for the
following Minor Mineral Concession Areas (Mahal) for Sale
under Digboi Division.

1. DIG/L (2 No.Tarakuchi) of Margherita East Range

Details of e-Auction will be available on
www.assamforestonline.in portal from 18.11.2025 Training
shall be provided on 01.12.2025 at office of the undersigned.

Sd/- Divisional Forest Officer
Digboi Division, Digboi
DIPR/C/AT/2528/18-Nov-25

No. BDTRD/BKT/SOPD-G/25-26/2513
PRESS NOTICE INVITINGTENDER

The Executive Engineer, PWRD, Bokakhat & Dergaon Territorial
Road Division, Bokakhat, Assam on behalf of the Honorable
Governor of Assam invites bid for 1 (one) no. of package for Re-
Construction of Road from NC Ali to Batiporia via Kurighoria,
Moujadar Ali, Jalmoni Batiporia connecting road at Dergaon LAC
of Assam from approved and eligible contractors registered with
APWRD amounting to Rs. 157.91 Lacs (Approx).

The work will be allotted to the eligible contractor only after
receipt of Administrative Approval. Detailed particular may be
seen in the office of the undersigned during office hours on all
working days and also on assamtenders.gov.in from 19.11.2025
to 10.12.2025.

Sd/- Executive Engineer, P.W.R.D,
Bokakhat & Dergaon Territorial Road Division,

DIPR/C/AT/2525/18-Nov-25 Bokakhat

Minimally invasive open-heart

FLOOD AND RIVER EROSION MANAGEMENT

AGENCY OF ASSAM, (FREMAA)
Address: 4th Floor, Assam Water Centre Basistha Chariali, NH 27 Guwahati, Assam-781029,

GOVT. OF ASSAM

were the stage coordinators. Phone/Fax-(0361)2309896, Email: ceo-fremaa@assam.gov.in,

Website: www.fremaa.assam.gov.in

REQUEST FOR BID (RFB)

National Competitive Bidding
(Two-Envelope Bidding Process with e-Procurement)

The Government of Assam has received financing through Government of India from the World Bank
towards the cost of Assam Integrated River Basin Management Program (AIRBMP) Project. Under the project,
the Chief Executive Officer, Flood & River Erosion Management Agency of Assam (FREMAA) invites Request
for Bid (RFB) under National Competitive Bidding from reputed firms/company/registered contractors having
experience in construction of buildings as follows:

Name of Work

Construction of Annex Building of Assam Water Centre under Assam Integrated
River Basin Management Program (AIRBMP) Project, adjacent to new
ASDMA Headquarters

Complete RFB documents shall be available on website http://fremaa.assam.gov.in and
www.assamtenders.gov.in from 18.11.2025. A pre-bid meeting for the aforementioned work is scheduled
to be held on 03.12.2025 at 3 PM (15:00 HRS) in the Conference Hall of FREMAA.

Intending bidders are required to register in the e-tender portal of the Assam Govt. www.assamtenders.gov.in
and participate through e-tender portal only. The last date and time of submission of bid is on 19.12.2025 at
2PM (14:00HRS).

surgery performed at AMCH

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

No. E-572865/1765

ISy

with the expert support of Dr JP Kalita,
senior consultant, CVTS, Guwahati, and
Dr Nabajyoti Hazarika, senior consultant,
CVTS, AMCH.

The procedure, including investiga-
tions and monitoring, was closely over-
seen by Prof Hem Chandra Kalita, along
with Prof Mriganka Chaliha, head of Car-
diology, and assistant professor Dr Sekhar
Jyoti Gogoi.

The heart-lung machine was managed
by chief perfusionist Dr Selvam of Siliguri,
West Bengal, supported by Manabjyoti
Nath and Titu Dutta, ensuring precise ‘cold
blood cardioplegia’ throughout the surgery.

The patient is reported to be stable
and recovering well in the ICU of the
Cardiology Department, Dr Nabajyoti
Hazarika told The Assam Tribune. He also
added that AMCH principal Dr Sanjeeb
Kakati and superintendent Dr Dhruba-
jyoti Bhuyan extended full cooperation in
the procedure.

CINEMA
PROGRAMME

ANURADHA CINEPLEX
Multiplex Ambience
From 14.11.25 to 20.11.25
At 10.00 am, 12.45 pm,
3.30 pm, 6.15 pm & 9.00 pm
ROI ROI BINALE (ASS) 2D
Cast : Zubeen Garg,
Joy Kashyap, Achurjya
Borpatra etc.
Booking Nos. 8822777555
(9954544738, 7086525826)
Online Booking:
www.anuradhacineplex.in/
www.bookmyshow.com

DIBRUGARH, Nov 17: In a ground-
breaking medical achievement, Assam
Medical College and Hospital (AMCH)
successfully performed a minimally ac-
cessed open-heart surgery for the first
time on a 48-year-old woman with a
large atrial septal defect (ASD) adult
congenital heart disease. The defect
was closed using an artificial patch graft,
marking a major milestone in cardiac
care for the region.

The delicate three-and-a-half-hour
procedure was conducted on Saturday
under the proactive guidance of Dr Di-
pak Kumar Bhattacharyya, Professor and
head of the Department of Cardiovascu-
lar Thoracic Surgery (CVTS), AMCH,

Approximate Value

INR 89.5 Crores

Anaesthesia was administered under
the supervision of Prof Diganta Saikia and
Dr B Gogoi, while senior nurses — Renu
Gogoi Dutta and Malabika Devi Borgo-
hain — assisted throughout the operation.

Sd/- Chief Executive Officer,

DIPR/CF/AT/2631/18-Nov-25 FREMAA
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Delhi court remands Red Fort blast  Hectic lobbying among NDA
accused 1in 10-day NIA custody

Amir arranged safe house, logistical support for Dr Umar Nabi: Probe agency

NEW DELHI, Nov 17:
Amir Rashid Ali, a key ac-
cused in the Red Fort area
car bomb blast case that left
15 people dead, was today
remanded in 10 days’ NIA
custody as the agency seeks
to unravel the conspiracy be-
hind the inter-State “white-
collar” terror module.

Amir, a resident of Pam-
pore in south Kashmir, was
brought to the court of Prin-
cipal District and Sessions
Judge Anju Bajaj Chandna at
the Patiala House courts com-
plex amid tight security.

Mediapersons  were
barred from entering the
court premises, which virtu-
ally turned the proceedings
‘in-camera’.

Later, sources in the court-
room said the judge allowed
the National Investigation
Agency’s (NIA) plea seeking
custodial interrogation of the
accused for 10 days.

A heavy deployment of
Delhi Police and the Rapid
Action Force (RAF) was seen
outside the court premises,

besides keeping personnel
equipped with anti-riot gear
on standby to maintain order.

Amir was likely the last
person to have been in con-
tact with Dr Umar Nabi, who
was driving the explosive-
laden car that detonated out-
side the Red Fort on Novem-
ber 10, killing 15 people.

The remand comes a day
after the NIA announced
Amir’s arrest for allegedly
conspiring with “suicide
bomber” Nabi to execute the
terror attack.

The NIA investigation
showed that the vehicle used
in the blast was registered in
Amir’s name, who had trav-
elled to Delhi specifically to
facilitate the purchase of the
car. The vehicle was subse-
quently used as a “vehicle-
borne improvised explosive
device (VBIED)” to carry out
the attack.

NIA told the court that
Amir allegedly arranged a safe
house and provided logistical
support to Dr Umar Nabi.

It said that Amir, the regis-

tered owner of the vehicle used
in the incident, allegedly pro-
vided logistical support to
Umar. The remand paper also
claimed that Amir had arranged
a safe house for Umar in the
days leading up to the blast.

It said that the blast’s preci-
sion and intensity had been de-
liberately designed to instil fear
in the minds of the public, be-
sides causing alarm and panic.

As reported by PTT earli-
er, Nabi, a 28-year-old doc-
tor from Pulwama, emerged
as the most radicalised and
key operative in the network
spanning Kashmir, Haryana,
and Uttar Pradesh.

Officials believe he was
planning a powerful VBIED
blast timed around the Babri
Masjid demolition anniversa-
ry on December 6.

Meanwhile, the NIA has
arrested a second close aide
of “suicide bomber” Dr
Umar Nabi in the Red Fort
area car blast case with the
man from Kashmir being ac-
cused of allegedly providing
technical support for carry-

ing out terror attacks by
modifying drones and at-
tempting to make rockets.

The aide Jasir Bilal Wani, a
resident of Qazigund in
Anantnag, was described by
the NIAtoday as an “active
co-conspirator” of Nabi.

Wani allegedly provided
technical support for carrying
out terror attacks by modify-
ing drones and attempting to
make rockets ahead of the
deadly car bomb blast, the
NIA said in a statement.

Wani, who also goes by the
alias of Danish, was arrested
from Srinagar by an NIA
team, it said.

“The accused, a resident of
Qazigund in Anantnag district
of J&K, was an active co-con-
spirator behind the attack and
had worked closely with the
terrorist, Umar un Nabi, to plan
the terror carnage,” it said.

“Several teams of the anti-
terror agency are pursuing
multiple leads, and are con-
ducting searches across States
to identify every person in-
volved in the terror attack.”

Jasir alias ‘Danish’, a bach-
elor in political sciences, was
intensely brainwashed by
Nabi for several months to
become a suicide bomber, it
was stated.

He had agreed to meet the
‘doctor module’ in October last
year at amosque in Kulgam in
Kashmir from where he was
taken to a rented accommo-
dation at the Al Falah Univer-
sity in Faridabad in Haryana.

Wani, who was earlier de-
tained by Jammu & Kashmir
police, had told during his
questioning that while others
in the module wanted him to
be an overground worker
(OGW) for the banned Jaish-
e-Mohammed (JeM), Nabi
brainwashed him for several
months to become a suicide
bomber.

Red Fort blast toll rises
to 15: The death toll in the
November 10 blast near the
Red Fort rose to 15 after two
more injured persons suc-
cumbed to their injuries at
the LNJP Hospital here, an
official said today. — PTI

TMC MP’s allegations
of presence of arms &
ammo inside premises

Bengal Governor
leads search
operation at Raj

Bhavan

KOLKATA, Nov 17: West
Bengal Governor CV Ananda
Bose today led a team of se-
curity personnel involved in
a search operation at the Raj
Bhavan in the wake of allega-
tions by a TMC MP that arms
and ammunition were
stacked within its premises,
an official said.

Trinamool Congress MP
Kalyan Banerjee had on Sat-
urday accused Bose of “shel-
tering BJP criminals” inside
the Raj Bhavan and “arming
them with bombs and guns”.

“Governor Bose is leading
the team of personnel, com-
prising Kolkata Police officers
and Central forces, the bomb
squad and dog squad to find
out whether there are arms
and ammunition stacked in-
side,” the official told PTI.

Bose, who was on a short
trip to North Bengal, cut short
his tour to spearhead the op-
eration, which started from the
ground floor of the Raj Bhavan
around 2.15 pm, he said.

“There was also deploy-
ment of personnel at the Raj
Bhavan Police Outpost. Offi-
cials of the Disaster Manage-
ment & Civil Defence depart-
ments are also participating
in the search,” he said.

To facilitate the combing op-
eration, the Raj Bhavan
premises have been evacuat-
ed. Members of the civil socie-
ty and journalists were allowed
toaccompany Bose during the
exercise, which is being “live-
streamed”, the official said.

The TMC MP had made
the allegations on Saturday,
hours after Bose said that the
Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) of electoral rolls was
essential to “clean up the
election process”. — PTI

Nearly all Bengal
voters issued
enumeration
forms: CEO

KOLKATA, Nov 17: The
office of the Chief Electoral
Officer of West Bengal,
Manoj Kumar Agarwal, to-
day said enumeration forms
have been distributed to near-
ly all voters whose names
appear on the electoral rolls
as of October 28.

Voters have been asked to
complete the forms careful-
ly and follow the prescribed
procedures to ensure accu-
rate updating of electoral
records, a press statement
issued by the office of the
CEO stated.

Each form carries a unique
QR code and must be signed
by the voter with a full signa-
ture or thumb impression, it
said. — PTI

Bihar Governor Arif Mohammad Khan receives a letter recommending the dissolution of the current government from State
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar during a meeting, in Patna on Monday. — PTI

Newly elected RJD MLAs name
Tejashwi as legislature party leader

PATNA, Nov 17: Newly
elected RJD MLAs today
named Tejashwi Yadav as the
legislature party leader.

The RJD won 25 out of the
143 seats it contested in the
Assembly elections.

RJD spokesperson Shakti
Singh said, “Tejashwi Yadav
was elected as RJD’s legisla-
ture party leader by the newly
elected MLAs.”

Party President Lalu Pras-
ad and senior leaders such as
Rabri Devi, Misa Bharti and
Jagdanand Singh were present
at the meeting, he said.

Yadav, the Leader of the
Opposition in the outgoing
Assembly, was the chief min-
isterial candidate of the Ma-
hagathbandhan in the polls.

Meanwhile, the Opposi-
tion RJD today claimed that
this mandate did not reflect

people’s desire and the par-
ty may move court as there
were “irregularities in the
EVMs”.

Not just the RJD, the en-
tire Opposition bloc led by
it suffered a crushing defeat
in the polls, as the BJP-led
NDA emerged victorious,
winning 202 seats in the 243-
member Assembly, and re-
turned to power.

“The mandate of the Bi-
har polls did not resonate
with the situation on the
ground. Despite the anger of
the people towards the gov-
ernment, they have got such
amandate. People and politi-
cians are not able to digest
this,” RJD spokesperson
Shakti Singh said.

All the RJD candidates
who contested the polls at-
tended the meeting, and one

of them said the party is mull-
ing moving to court.

Senior leader and the par-
ty’s former chief of the State
unit, Jagdanand Singh, al-
leged: “Each EVM had
25,000 votes even before the
polling began... and we still
managed to win 25 seats”.

This shows where the
country is headed, he said.

Asking whether democra-
cy is a trade, Jagdanand Singh
said, “Democracy is an insti-
tutional arrangement of the
Constitution. And they
(NDA) are juggling with the
Constitution.”

Bhai Virendra, who won
the election from Maner con-
stituency, also alleged that
there have been irregulari-
ties in the EVM. “We will
seek elections through bal-
lot papers,” he said. — PTI

Putin’s aide
holds talks with
NSA Doval

NEW DELHI, Nov 17: Rus-
sian President Vladimir Pu-
tin’s aide Nikolay Patrushev
today held talks with National
Security Adviser Ajit Doval
covering various aspects of
bilateral ties.

The talks largely focused on
President Putin’s visit to India
early next month, it is learnt.

Patrushev also met India’s
National Maritime Security
Coordinator Vice Admiral
Biswajit Dasgupta.

The Russian President is
expected to visit India around
December 5 to hold annual
summit talks with Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi.

The summit is expected to
produce significant outcomes
to further solidify bilateral stra-
tegic ties.

External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar is currently in Mos-
cow to hold talks with his Rus-
sian counterpart Sergey Lav-
rov. — PTI

BJP achieves ‘highest-ever’ strength in

State Assemblies: Amit Malviya

NEW DELHI, Nov 17:
The BJP today said it has
achieved “highest-ever”
strength in the State Legis-
lative Assemblies and exud-
ed confidence that it will
cross the 1,800-seat mark in
the next two years from the
current 1,654 with the pace
it is growing since 2014.

Sharing on X the year-wise
data on the number of BJP
MLAs, party leader Amit
Malviya said the BJP has
“earned and endured its rise —
seat by seat, State by State,
struggle by struggle”, unlike
the Congress “surviving” on

its legacy. The number of BJP
legislators in the State As-
semblies reached 1,654 this
year from 1,035 in 2014, ac-
cording to “BJP MLA count”
shared by Malviya on X.
“BJP is now at its highest-
ever strength in State As-
semblies and the momentum
is only growing. At this pace,
the BJP will comfortably
cross the 1800-seat mark in
the next two years,” he said.
For comparison, the BJP IT
department head said the Con-
gress touched its peak of around
2018 seats in 1985, riding on a
“massive sympathy wave” af-

ter then Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi’s assassination.

“It was easier then to con-
solidate power and sway the
electorate,” he said, adding,
“The difference is clear: Con-
gress inherited its peak. BJP
has earned and endured its
rise — seat by seat, State by
State, struggle by struggle.”

The future belongs to a
party that works, not one that
“survives on legacy”, the
BJP leader said.

The ruling NDA on Friday
secured a thumping majority
in the Bihar Assembly, winning
202 seats in the 243-member

House, as results for all the
constituencies were declared
by the Election Commission.

The BJP emerged as the
largest party, winning 89
seats. Its ally, Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar-led JD(U),
won 85 seats, while Union
Minister Chirag Paswan-led
Lok Janshakti Party (Ram
Vilas) bagged 19 seats.

Hindustani Awam Morcha
(Secular), headed by former
Chief Minister Jitan Ram
Manjhi, won five seats, while
Upendra Kushwaha-led Rash-
triya Lok Morcha bagged
four seats. — PTI

partners for ministerial berths

New Bihar govt swearing-in on Nov 20

PATNA, Nov 17: Hectic
lobbying has started among
NDA partners to finalise the
allocation of Cabinet berths
ahead of the swearing-in cer-
emony of the new Bihar gov-
ernment, scheduled to take
place here on November 20.

Sources said the new Cab-
inet is likely to include five
to six fresh faces from the
main constituents — the BJP
and JD(U).

Umesh Singh Kushwaha,
JD(U) chief of the State unit
who won from Mahnar seat,
is likely to be inducted in the
new Cabinet of Nitish Kumar,
who prepares to take oath as
the CM for arecord 10th time.

Kumar will submit his res-
ignation to Governor Arif
Mohammad Khan as head of
the outgoing government on
November 19.

While the JD(U) is set to
retain most of its ministers,
the BJP may introduce a few
new faces, sources said.

Of the 25 ministers in the
outgoing Cabinet who contest-
ed the polls, all but one won.

The lone unsuccessful min-
ister, Sumit Kumar Singh,
elected as an Independent in
2020 and later inducted into
the Cabinet, failed to retain
his seat after contesting on a
JD(U) ticket.

Along with the JD(U) and the
BJP, smaller partners — Union

Minister Chirag Paswan’s LJP
(RV), Jitan Ram Manjhi’s
HAM-S, and Upendra
Kushwaha’s RLM - will also
be part of the new Cabinet.

“The LJP (RV) is likely to
get three berths while
HAM-S and RLM may ger
one berth each. A maximum
of 16 ministers from the BJP
and 14 from JD(U), along
with Nitish Kumar, are like-
ly to take oath on November
20,” sources said.

“We are looking forward to
greater representation in the
new Cabinet compared to the
last one in which we had only
12 ministers. Our tally has
risen sharply since 2020,
when we had fewer than 50
MLASs,” JD(U) sources said.

Apart from the CM, JD (U)
leaders who are expected to
be part of the new Cabinet
include: Bijendra Prasad Ya-
dav, Vijay Kumar Choudhary,
Shrawan Kumar, Sunil Ku-
mar, Lesi Singh, Sheila Man-
dal, Madan Sahni, Ratnesh
Sada, Mohammad Zama
Khan, Jayant Raj, Umesh
Singh Kushwaha and Ashok
Chowdhary.

New entrants from the
party may include Rahul Ku-
mar Singh, Sudhanshu Shek-
har, Kaladhar Prasad Mandal
and Panna Lal Singh Patel,
sources said.

As far as BJP is concerned,

sources in the party said most
ministers in the outgoing
Cabinet are likely to be re-
tained, though the party is
considering bringing in three
to four new faces.

Those likely to be repeat-
ed are Samrat Choudhary,
Prem Kumar, Mangal Pandey,
Vijay Kumar Sinha, Nitish
Mishra, Renu Devi, Jibesh
Kumar, Neeraj Kumar
Singh, Janak Ram, Hari Sah-
ni, Kedar Prasad Gupta,
Surendra Mehta, Santosh
Kumar Singh, Sunil Kumar,
Motil Lal Prasad, etc.

New faces in the BJP who
may get Cabinet berths in-
clude Rana Randhir, Gayatri
Devi and Vijay Kumar Khem-
ka, sources said.

The historic Gandhi Maid-
an, the venue for the swear-
ing-in ceremony, has been
closed to the public until No-
vember 20.

The Patna district admin-
istration said entry of com-
mon people has been barred
and a large security deploy-
ment has been put in place,
as Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is expected to attend
the ceremony.

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah and several senior NDA
leaders, including Rajnath
Singh and Dharmendra Prad-
han, are also likely to be
present. — PTI

Azam Khan, son
Abdullah convicted in
dual PAN card case

RAMPUR (UP), Nov 17:
Less than two months after
he was released from Sitapur
jail, SP leader Mohammed
Azam Khan went back behind
bars today when a court con-
victed and sentenced him to
seven years’ imprisonment in
a 2019 case related to obtain-
ing two PAN cards using dif-
ferent dates of birth.

The special MP-MLA
court here also sentenced
Azam Khan’s son Abdullah
Azam to seven years’ impris-
onment in the same case.

After the sentencing, Khan
was taken from the Rampur
court to the district jail un-
der heavy security. While
being taken to prison, he said,
“What is there to say now?
It is the court’s decision.”

Asked about the court
awarding a seven-year sen-
tence each to him and his son,
the 77-year-old leader re-
plied, “It is fine. If they have
considered me guilty, they
have given the punishment.”

Delivering the verdict,
Special Magistrate (MP/
MLA Court) Shobhit Bansal

held both father and son
guilty after examining docu-
mentary evidence and wit-
ness testimonies, prosecution
officer Rakesh Kumar Mau-
rya, who represented the
prosecution along with advo-
cate Swadesh Sharma, told
reporters.

The veteran SP leader was
released from the Sitapur jail
on September 23 after 23
months. Before this, he was
in jail for 27 months.

According to the prosecu-
tion, Khan’s seven-year jail
term has been decreased by the
number of days already spent
injudicial custody in this case.

Maurya also said the pros-
ecution would review the
judgement and may consider
filing an appeal if it feels the
punishment is inadequate.

Asked whether Azam
Khan and Abdullah would be
taken into custody following
the conviction, Maurya re-
sponded, “Yes, absolutely”.

The case was lodged in
2019 at Rampur’s Civil Lines
police station by BJP leader
Akash Saxena. — PTI

Govt hikes print
media advt
rates by 26%

NEW DELHI, Nov 17:
The government today said
it has decided to increase
print media advertisement
rates by 26 per cent.

This will yield several sig-
nificant benefits, both for the
government and the media
landscape, the Ministry of
Information and Broadcast-
ing said in a statement.

“The media rates for print
media per sq cm for 1 lakh
copies of dailies in the black
and white advertisement
have been enhanced from Rs
47.40to Rs 59.68, an increase
of 26 per cent,” it said.

The government has also
agreed to the recommenda-
tions of the Rate Structure
Committee (RSC) relating to
premium rates to be offered
for colour advertisements
and preferential positioning.

The rates for release of the
print media advertisements
by the Central Bureau of
Communication (CBC) were
last revised by the Ministry
of Information and Broad-
casting on the basis of the
recommendations of the
eighth RSC on January 9,
2019, which were valid for a
period of three years. — PTI

No:ALDA/RGM/MAITRI-03/2025-26/763

Applications are invited for training of Multipurpose Al Technician in Rural India (MAITRIs)
in all the 35 districts of Assam for self employment only under Rashtriya Gokul Mission (RGM)-

NOTICE

Govt. of India fulfilling following criteria-

Age

18 to 38 Years as on 01.01.2025 applicable for all categories.

Educational qualification

12th pass (10 +2)

Efficiency Certificate

In relation to A.H & Vety Related Activity, to be Issued by the
Local Vety. Officer/Block Vety. Officer

Local area certificate

* Should be beyond 5 km radius of concern Artificial
Insemination Center

* To be obtained from Village Head/ Gram Panchayat President/
Circle Officer

Duration of Training

45 days Residential Institutional Training followed by 75 days
Field Training.

Selection Criteria:

* The candidate must be a permanent resident of the respective district/area.
e Selection will be done purely on the basis of marks obtained in HSLC & HS examination,
Efficiency Certificate and Local Area Certificate.

* Final selection will be done by State Level Selection Committee after preliminary screening

at District Level Committee.

e Call for the training will be made serially as per the final Merit List proportionately or as

decided by ALDA/Govt.

Interested candidates may apply in the prescribed application form to be downloaded from
the official website of Assam Livestock Development Agency (ALDA) - https://
livestock.assam.gov.in. Filled-up Application Form along with all the relevant documents
should be submitted at the respective District Animal Husbandry and Veterinary Office on or

before 27.11.2025.
Note:

1. After successful completion of the training, candidates will have to render services as
Multipurpose Atrtificial Insemination Technician in Rural India (MAITRI) in the areas as designated

by A.H. & Vety. Deptt./ALDA.

2. There is no option for permanent engagement by ALDA or Govt. of Assam. It is purely for
generation of self-employment only as per the Govt. of India guidelines under RGM.

DIPR/DF/AT/1353/18-Nov-25

Sd/- CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
ASSAM LIVESTOCK DEVELOPMENT AGENCY
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India’s exports plunge 11.8 pc in Oct;
trade deficit widens to $41.68 bn
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NEW DELHI, Nov 17:
India’s exports contracted
11.8 per cent to USD 34.38
billion in October on ac-
count of the impact of high
tariffs by the US, while the
trade deficit widened to a
record high of USD 41.68
billion mainly due to a jump
in gold imports.

According to government
data released on Monday, the
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country’s imports jumped
16.63 per cent to USD 76.06
billion due to high inbound
shipments of the yellow
metal, silver, cotton raw/
waste, fertiliser, and sulphur.

In September also, the
trade gap widened to USD
31.15 billion, the highest in
over a year.

While gold imports rose
about 200 per cent to USD

14.72 billion, silver rose
528.71 per cent to USD 2.71
billion during October.

Crude oil imports dipped
to USD 14.8 billion in Octo-
ber from USD 18.9 billion in
the same month last year.

During April-October this
fiscal year, exports increased
marginally by 0.63 per cent
to USD 254.25 billion, im-
ports rose 6.37 per cent to
USD 451.08 billion.

Merchandise trade deficit
during April-October 2025
was USD 196.82 billion as
compared to USD 171.40 bil-
lion in the same month dur-
ing April-October 2024.

Briefing the media on the
data, Commerce Secretary
Rajesh Agrawal said despite
global uncertainties, “we are
holding our ground”.

He also said that fall in ex-
ports in the last month can
also be attributed to base ef-
fect (USD 38.98 billion in
October 2024).

Key segments such as en-

gineering goods, petroleum
products, gems and jewel-
lery, apparels and textiles,
organic and inorganic chemi-
cals, pharmaceuticals, and
plastic goods witnessed no-
ticeable contraction, weigh-
ing down the overall export
performance.

Handicrafts, carpet, leath-
er, iron ore, tea, rice, tobac-
co, spices and oil meals, too,
recorded negative growth in
exports in October. Petrole-
um product shipments dipped
10.5 per cent to about USD 4
billion, while engineering
goods shipments fell 16.71
per cent to USD 9.37 hillion.

The US has imposed 50
per cent tariffs on Indian
goods, which is impacting the
country’s exports.

Federation of Indian Ex-
port Organisations (FIEO)
President SC Ralhan said the
export contraction mirrors
the broader global economic
slowdown, marked by geo-
political uncertainties, sub-

dued demand in multiple
major markets, and persist-
ent volatility in commodity
prices.

Expressing concern over
the widening trade gap, he
urged for decisive and time-
ly policy intervention. He
reiterated the need for en-
hanced export support meas-
ures, faster release of bene-
fits under various schemes,
improved and affordable
credit access, and reduction
of compliance burdens so that
exporters can remain com-
petitive in a challenging glo-
bal environment.

As per the provisional fig-
ures, the estimated value of
services export for October
is USD 38.52 billion as com-
pared to USD 34.41 billion
in the same month last year.

During the first nine
months of this fiscal year,
exports stood at USD 237.55
billion as compared to USD
216.45 billion in April-Octo-
ber 2024. — PTI
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India signs deal to import
2.2 mn tonnes of LPG from US

NEW DELHI, Nov 17: In-
dian state-run oil companies
have signed a one-year deal
to import cooking gas LPG
from the United States in
2026, marking a push by New
Delhi to expand energy pur-

said on Monday.

The quantity contracted is
close to 10 per cent of India’s
annual LPG imports and
marks the first such struc-
tured US LPG contract for
the Indian market.

Move is seen as an attempt to
narrow India’s trade surplus
with the US - a sticking point for
President Donald Trump

chases from Washington.

The move is seen as an at-
tempt to narrow India’s
trade surplus with the US -
a sticking point for President
Donald Trump, who has
slapped a 50 per cent tariff
on Indian goods entering
America.

“Indian PSU oil compa-
nies have successfully con-
cluded a one-year struc-
tured contract to import
around 2.2 million tonnes of
LPG from the US Gulf
Coast for the contract year
2026,” an official statement

While India is either self-
sufficient or has surplus pro-
duction in most fuels like pet-
rol, diesel and jet fuel, it im-
ports about 65 per cent of its
LPG consumption of 31 mil-
lion tonnes. In 2024, about 90
per cent of the 20.4 million
tonnes of LPG imports came
from UAE, Qatar, Kuwait
and Saudi Arabia.

It sporadically imported
cargos from the US but this
is the first time it has entered
into a structured contract.

State-owned Indian Oil
Corporation (I0C), Bharat

Petroleum Corporation Ltd
(BPCL) and Hindustan Petro-
leum Corporation Ltd
(HPCL) will import about 48
very-large gas carriers of
LPG in 2026. The supplies
will be made by super ma-
jors Chevron, Phillips and
TotalEnergies Trading SA.

India has offered to raise
energy imports from the US
as part of the bilateral trade
deal that has been under dis-
cussions for the past couple of
months. New Delhi buys about
8 per cent of its crude oil — the
raw material for making pet-
rol and diesel — from the US.

Scope for raising crude im-
ports from the US is limited
given that shipments take 45
days sea voyage to reach In-
dian shores —a period during
which ships can make six sor-
ties from the Middle East.

Oil Minister Hardeep Singh
Puri took to X to announce the
LPG deal. “A historic first!
One of the largest and the
world’s fastest growing LPG
markets opens up to the Unit-
ed States,” he said. — PTI

FTA talks with
New Zealand,
EU in last leg:

Comm Secy

NEW DELHI, Nov 17: In-
dia’s free trade agreement
(FTA) negotiations with the
European Union (EU) and
New Zealand are in the final
stages and are expected to
be concluded soon, Com-
merce Secretary Rajesh
Agrawal said on Monday.

An Indian team is in the UK
to discuss the Double Con-
tribution Convention (DCC)
agreement, he added.

“We hope to complete it
soon so that both (DCC and
FTA) can be launched togeth-
er,” he told reporters here.

India and the UK have
signed the trade pact, but it
has not been implemented as
it requires approval from the
UK parliament.

On negotiations with the
EU, Agrawal said talks are in
the last phase. “But the last
phase is always hard,” he
pointed out. He added that
negotiations for a trade pact
with New Zealand are also in
the last phase. “We hope that
we will achieve closure (of
the talks) in the shortest pos-
sible time,” Agrawal said,
adding that the last phase can
be time-consuming.

Further, the Secretary said
negotiations with two South
American countries — Peru
and Chile — are also moving.
With Peru, “progress is there
and we hope to see progress
in this”, he said, adding that
negotiations with Chile are
also moving at a good pace and
the fourth round of talks is
scheduled in December here.

On the FTA review with
ASEAN, he said it is a difficult
review, but “we are progress-
ing”. In December, another
round of talks is likely “where
We may see Some more posi-
tive progress”, he said.

The review of the agree-
ment is a long-standing de-
mand of the Indian industry,
and India is looking forward
to an upgraded pact, which will
address the current asym-
metries in bilateral trade and
make trade more balanced and
sustainable. — PTI

Import curbs
on platinum

jewellery

NEW DELHI, Nov 17:
The government on Monday
imposed import curbs on
certain types of platinum
jewellery till April next year.

In September, the govern-
ment imposed restrictions on
imports of certain silver jew-
ellery till March 31 next year.

The import policy of plati-
num jewellery “is revised
from Free to Restricted, with
immediate effect till April 30,
2026”, the directorate gen-
eral of foreign trade (DGFT)
said in the latest notification.

Importers now need a li-
cence from the DGFT to
import these goods. — PTI

‘First phase of India-US trade deal
nearing closure; to address tariff issues’

NEW DELHI, Nov 17: The first
phase of the proposed India-US bilater-
al trade agreement (BTA) is ‘nearing
closure’ and would address the hefty 50
per cent tariffs imposed by the Trump
administration on Indian goods, in addi-
tion to resolving America’s market ac-
cess issues, a government official said

on Monday.

The US has imposed a 25 per cent
reciprocal tariffs and another 25 per cent
on Indian goods entering American mar-
kets for buying Russian crude oil.

“We are engaged with the US on the
BTA. It has two parts. One part of nego-
tiations will take time. The other part is
a package which can address reciprocal
tariffs. We are working on both aspects.
The package that can address reciprocal

tariffs is more or less near closure and
we should get it soon,” the official said.

The official added that the deal is ex-
pected to address the issue of 25 per
cent penalty on India, otherwise the
agreement would have no meaning. The
official added that the BTA has multiple
packages or tranche and this will be the
first tranche to address the tariffs.

The deal will be announced on a mu-
tually agreed date.

On the issue of India’s state-run oil
companies signing a one-year deal to
import cooking gas LPG from the US in
2026, the official said, “It was something
in the works for long. This is in the over-
all context of keeping the trade with the
US. It is not part of any negotiations pack-
age per se but definitely as part of our

endeavour to balance trade with the US.”

India and the US are negotiating a bi-
lateral trade agreement. So far; six rounds
of talks have been completed. Both sides
have announced plans to finalise the first
tranche of the deal by fall of 2025.

A team of Indian officials, headed by
Commerce Secretary Rajesh Agrawal,
was in Washington last month to hold trade
talks with their US counterparts. The

three-day talks ended on October 17.

Negotiations for the pact are impor-
tant, as relations between the two coun-
tries have been under severe strain since
US President Donald Trump adminis-
tration imposed a steep 50 per cent tar-
iff on Indian goods. It includes a 25 per
cent additional import duty for buying
Russian crude oil. - PTI

Sanctions on Russian o1l unlikely to
hit Indian OMCs hard: Fitch

NEW DELHI, Nov 17: US
sanctions on Rosneft and Lu-
koil, along with the EU’s ban
on refined products derived
from Russian crude, are un-
likely to materially dent the
margins or credit profiles of
India’s state-run oil marketing
companies, Fitch Ratings said.

The ratings agency, how-
ever, warned that the even-
tual impact will hinge on how
long the sanctions last and
how strictly they are en-
forced.

Russian crude made up
about a third of India’s oil im-
ports between January and

August 2025, and its discount-
ed rates have been a key boost
to OMC profitability.

Fitch expects the compa-
nies to adhere to sanctions,
though some refiners may
continue sourcing unsanc-
tioned Russian barrels.

Traditionally reliant on
West Asian oil, India signifi-
cantly increased its imports
from Russia following the
February 2022 Ukraine inva-
sion. Western sanctions and
reduced European demand
made Russian oil available at
steep discounts. As a result,
India’s Russian crude im-

ports surged from under 1
per cent to nearly 40 per cent
of its total crude oil imports
in a short span.

The US, however, last
month imposed sanctions on
Russian oil producers Ros-
neft and Lukoil, who account-
ed for 75 per cent of oil sold
to India. Indian refiners have
stopped buying oil from
them but others can still con-
tinue to sell.

“Fitch Ratings believes US
sanctions on two of Russia’s
largest crude oil producers,
Rosneft and Lukoil, and the
EU’s ban on refined imports

derived from Russian crude,
are unlikely to have a signifi-
cant effect on the refining
margins or credit profiles of
our rated Indian oil market-
ing companies (OMCs),” the
rating agency said in a note.

Fitch said sanctions-relat-
ed disruptions should sup-
press global demand for
products linked to affected
crude, widening refined
product spreads and helping
offset the loss of discounted
Russian barrels.

Refiners still processing
Russian crude could benefit
from deeper discounts. — PTI
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Finance Commission submits

President Droupadi Murmu receives the 16th Finance Commission’s report for 2026-31 from
Commission’s Chairperson Arvind Panagariya, in New Delhi on Monday. — PTI

NEW DELHI, Nov 17:
Chairman of the 16th Finance
Commission Arvind Panagar-
iya on Monday submitted to
President Droupadi Murmu
the panel’s report, which will
provide the formula for dev-
olution of taxes between the
Centre and States. The com-
mission, which was mandat-
ed to submit its report by

October 31, was given an
extension till November 30.

“Members of the 16th Fi-
nance Commission, led by its
Chairman, Dr Arvind Pana-
gariya, called on President
Droupadi Murmu and sub-
mitted the Commission’s
report for 2026-31,” Rash-
trapati Bhavan posted on X.

Besides suggesting tax

devolution between the
Centre and States, and rev-
enue augmentation meas-
ures, the commission has
also reviewed the present
arrangements for financing
disaster management initia-
tives with reference to the
funds constituted under the
Disaster Management Act,
2005. - PTI

Sebi aims to double number
of equity investors in 3-5 yrs

MUMBALI, Nov 17: Capital markets regu-
lator Sebi is aiming to double the number of
equity market investors in the next three-
five years, its chairman Tuhin Kanta Pandey

said on Monday.

Pandey cited findings of a survey conduct-
ed by Sebi recently, which points to eager-
ness to invest with over a fifth of the respond-
ents saying they plan to invest in the securi-
ties market through some route.

“We are looking at double the number of
investors. So, that is more than the popula-
tions of several countries put together. If we
add another 100 million investors,” Pandey
said, replying to a specific question on what
will make him happy over the next 3-5 years.

As of October, the overall number of unique
investors in India stood at 12.2 crore and the
number has grown very fast since 2020 with
the emergence of the Covid pandemic.

Speaking at the CII Financing Summit, Pan-

dey said the onus is on the capital markets eco-
system consisting of the regulator and issuers
to ensure that good quality paper comes to the
market which attracts investor attention.

Meanwhile, replying to another query on

the possible impact on India if the US mar-
kets were to correct, Pandey said the domes-
tic investors play a very strong role in the
Indian markets, hinting of a limited impact.

Making it clear that the India story is “not a
bubble”, Pandey said the investor interest is
driven by aspects such as high economic growth,
reforms and investments by the government,
and the ease of doing business measures.

“The domestic investors will be the shields
against the shocks that can come.”

He said Sebi’s agenda is not to add new
rules, but the approach is about shaping a
smarter rule book that is simpler to under-
stand, proportionate to the risks it seeks to
address and supportive of innovation. — PTI

GST 2.0, customs reforms to accelerate next wave of Indo-Japan
collaboration m auto sector: Report

Number of Japanese companies in
India’s auto, auto components space
rose from 173 in 2022 to 186 in 2025

NEW DELHI, Nov 17: Signifi-
cant regulatory transformations
such as GST 2.0 and progressive
customs reforms are likely to ac-
celerate investment flows, promote
EV adoption, and drive the next
wave of Indo-Japan collaboration in
clean mobility and advanced manu-
facturing, according to a report.

With USD 43.3 billion in cumu-
lative investments, Japan is India’s
fifth-largest foreign investor. A
deeper utilisation of the Indo-Ja-
pan FTA will be key to driving
competitiveness, enabling technol-

ogy transfer, and advancing India’s
journey toward a sustainable, in-
novation-led automotive future,
Grant Thornton Bharat and the
Indo-Japan Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (IJCCI) said in a joint
whitepaper.

“The convergence of GST 2.0
and targeted customs incentives
marks a defining moment for In-
dia’s automotive sector. Reduced
tax rates, simplified compliance, and
supply-chain-focused exemptions
will not only elevate India’s cost
competitiveness but also strength-

en its positioning as a manufactur-
ing and export hub for Japanese au-
tomakers,” Grant Thornton Bharat
Partner, India Investment Adviso-
ry, Sohrab Bararia said.

As per the whitepaper — Navi-
gating change: GST 2.0, customs,
and FTA impacts on the India-Ja-
pan auto sector, Japanese compa-
nies in the automotive sector have
built strong manufacturing bases
in states like Haryana, Gujarat,
Tamil Nadu, and Maharashtra.

These hubs cater to both domes-
tic demand and exports to Africa
and Southeast Asia. Recent joint
ventures increasingly focus on elec-
tric vehicles, sustainable mobility,
and advanced manufacturing tech-
nologies.

The number of Japanese com-
panies in India’s auto and auto com-
ponents space rose from 173 in
2022 to 186 in 2025, reflecting
growing interest in India’s scale
and cost advantages, it added. Jap-
anese firms have established a
strong presence in key automo-
tive clusters such as Haryana, Gu-
jarat, and Tamil Nadu, using India
as a base to export to emerging
markets, including Africa.

Following the GST rate chang-
es, the auto industry recorded a
sharp surge in customer interest
and vehicle deliveries, with book-
ing volumes rising by nearly 50
per cent in the small car segment,
Grant Thornton Bharat said.

Complementing GST reforms,

the Union Budget 2025 announced
measures to boost the EV sector
by balancing supply and demand
incentives. Customs duty exemp-
tions on lithium-ion battery scrap
and critical minerals such as lead
and copper aim to secure raw ma-
terials and generate employment,
it added.

This regulatory reset is expect-
ed to accelerate investment flows,
promote EV adoption, and drive the
next wave of Indo-Japan collabora-
tion in clean mobility and advanced
manufacturing, Grant Thornton
Bharat Partner, Auto & EV Indus-
try Leader, Saket Mehra said.

“As we navigate the intersection
of regulatory transformation and glo-
bal collaboration, we are poised to

unlock even greater opportunities
within the Indian automotive sector,”
Indo-Japan Chamber of Commerce
and Industry Secretary General,
Suguna Ramamoorthy said.

There is significant partnership
between India and Japan in the au-
tomotive sector, particularly in the
realms of hybrid and electric vehi-
cles, and high-precision compo-
nents. The free trade agreement
(FTA) serves as a crucial catalyst
for collaboration, joint research and
development, she noted.

Car exports from India to Japan
reached USD 616.45 million in the
first 9 months of FY2025, with auto
component exports amounting to
USD 171.72 million in 2024, Ram-
amoorthy said. — PTI
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Israeli who made Negev desert
bloom, passes away

Eliyahu Bezalel was conferred the Pravasi Bharatiya Samman, the highest

civilian honour bestowed by India on non-resident Indians,

JERUSALEM, Nov 17:
Indian-origin entrepreneur
Eliyahu Bezalel who start-
ed as a shepherd in Israel
and went on to become an
award-winning agriculturist
and recipient of the prestig-
ious Pravasi Bharatiya Sam-
man, passed away on Sun-
day. He was 95.

Bezalel, who left his village
of Chendamangalam in Ker-
ala in 1955 for Israel at the
age of 25, maintained strong
sentimental links with his
motherland, which he said
“taught him the spirit of co-
existence”.

He was conferred the
Pravasi Bharatiya Samman,
the highest civilian honour
bestowed by India on non-
resident Indians, in 2006.

“I am proud to be an Indi-
an. My children and grand-
children call themselves Co-
chinis and Indians with pride,
saying they come from a cul-
ture which is tolerant of all
faiths and where their fore-
fathers did not feel any kind
of anti-Semitism,” Bezalel
then told PTL.

Bezalel, who made the
Negev desert in Israel bloom
and won the best exporter
award from former Israeli
Prime Minister Levi Eshkhol
in 1964, had also taken pains
to share his expertise in the
area of horticulture with In-
dian farmers who have tried
toreplicate it in recent years.

The Israeli Parliament
(Knesset) awarded him the
Kaplan prize in 1994.

Bezalel’s farm in the south
of Israel remains a major at-
traction among Indian agricul-
turists and politicians, with
former Prime Minister H D
Devegowda, Agriculture min-
ister Sharad Pawar and agri-
culturist M S Swaminathan
among the prominent visitors.

He also travelled to sev-
eral places in India to give
lectures and teach techniques
in horticulture since 1971.

i

The enterprising Indian Jew
decided to move to the Negev
region a few years after immi-
gration, at a time when few
were willing to live there.

He started agriculture on
a very small scale when the
first pipeline came to the area
in 1958.

In 1959, Bezalel started
growing and exporting glad-
ioli flower bulbs to Holland.

“The soil in the Negev was

in 2006

virgin and good for growing
the bulbs. The Dutch took a
special fancy for it and it
turned out to be a big suc-
cess,” he had explained.

The Indian entrepreneur
never looked back after that,
and prizes soon started to
flow in appreciation of his in-
itiative in the desert.

The Israeli Agriculture
ministry sent him to England
to learn about horticulture in
1969. Upon his return, he set
up the first modern green-
house in Israel with two part-
ners, which has come to be
identified as an area of Israeli
expertise worldwide.

He then started exporting
roses to Holland, with Israel
emerging as the second larg-
est exporter to that country.

“His life was shaped by
humility, perseverance and
devotion to both family and
work. Eliyahu never forgot
his roots in India,” the Indian
Jewish Heritage Centre and
Cochin Jewish Heritage Cen-
tre said in an obituary for the
‘beloved son of the Malabari
Jewish community’. — PTI
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Increased Al use among radicalised
youths: Simgapore minister

SINGAPORE, Nov 17:
Extremist groups use Al
to amplify the reach and so-
phistication of radical con-
tent, making it difficult for
young minds to distinguish
truth from manipulation, a
Singapore minister said on
Monday.

Speaking at a seminar,
acting minister-in-charge
of Muslim Affairs Faishal
Ibrahim said
that Artificial
Intelligence
(AI) has also fea-
tured in several
youth self-radi-
calisation cases
in the multi-ra-
cial city-state.

Extremist
groups now use
Al to create per-
suasive propa-
ganda and even impersonate
trusted voices, Faishal was
quoted as saying by The
Straits Times newspaper.

He said that the reach and
sophistication of racial con-
tent can be enhanced with
Al, making it more difficult
for younger people to dis-
tinguish truth from manipu-
lation.

For instance, a 17-year-old
youth arrested in August
2024 had used an Al chatbot

A T

to generate a pledge of alle-
giance to the terror group
ISIS, as well as a declaration
of armed jihad against non-
Muslims, Faishal said.

The youth was arrested
just weeks before he could
carry out his plan to kill non-
Muslims in Tampines, a ma-
jor public housing estate on
the east coast of the state.

He had planned to release

his Al-generated declaration
before his attack, in the hope
of inspiring other Muslims
to engage in armed violence.

“These are not distant
stories. These are our own
young people, often bright
and caring, who became rad-
icalised after exposure to
extremist content online,”
the newspaper quoted
Faishal as saying.

A trend of radicalised de-
tainees under Singapore’s

Internal Security Act (ISA)
getting younger in recent
years is also “deeply con-
cerning”, said Faishal, who
is also Senior Minister of
State for Home Affairs.
There have been more
than a dozen self-radicalised
Singaporeans under the age
of 21 since 2015. They high-
light the “escalation” of on-
line radicalisation, and this

challenge must now be met
with even greater aware-
ness, technical skill and col-
laboration, he said.

“These cases remind us
of the critical need for resil-
ience, awareness, and early
intervention,” he said. “We
intervene not to sabotage
the youth’s future, but to
bring them back to the main-
stream and save them from
harming themselves and
others.” — PTI

China warns US-S Korea alliance over

any move to contain Be1jing

BEIJING, Nov 17: China
on Monday warned that its
view of the US-South Korea
alliance would “change” if
Washington and Seoul shifted
their strategic focus toward
trying to contain Beijing fol-
lowing their deal to jointly
produce nuclear submarine.

The strong reaction by
China came after a US naval
official said nuclear-powered
submarines to be built by
South Korea with American
support would be used to
counter China.

Reacting to the remarks by
US Admiral Daryl Caudle,
Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Mao Ning said,
“We hope the ROK (South
Korea) and the US will pru-
dently handle the matter.”

Chinese ambassador to
South Korea Dai Bing
warned that ongoing efforts
by South Korea and the US
to modernise their alliance
should not be expanded into
a framework aimed at con-

taining China, which would
divert the alliance from its
stated purpose of addressing
North Korean threats.

“If there is a change in
the strategic purpose of the
South Korea-US alliance,
China’s perspective toward
the alliance would also
change,” China’s state-run
Global Times quoted him
as saying.

US Admiral Daryl Caudle
told South Korean media that
the “utilisation of that subma-
rine to counter China, I think,
is a natural expectation.”

“With that type of capabil-
ity, I think the US would ex-
pect that partnership, again,
working as an alliance togeth-
er, to meet our combined
goals on what the US consid-
ers to be our pacing threat,
which is China,” Caudle was
quoted as saying by South
Korean news agency Yonhap.

“With great power comes
great responsibility,” he said,
adding that South Korea
would be expected to “de-
ploy those submarines glo-
bally and move away from
just being a regional navy to

a global navy.”

His comments followed
an announcement by South
Korea last week that it has
finalised an agreement to
build nuclear-powered
submarines in partnership
with the US.

The US has approved the
“attack submarines” and
agreed to cooperate in
sourcing fuel, according to a
fact sheet released by the
White House on Thursday
detailing discussions of sum-
mit talks between South
Korean President Lee Jae-
myung and US President
Donald Trump on October
29, Yonhap reported.

The agreement marks a
significant step in South Ko-
rea’s relations with the US
and comes amid a period of
growing tensions on the Ko-
rean Peninsula with North
Korea, which has claimed to
be developing a nuclear sub-
marine, reportedly with the
help of Russia. - PTI

USFK head underscores ‘strategic
triangle’ linking S Korea, Japan, Philippines

SEOUL, Nov 17: The chief of the US
Forces Korea (USFK) said on Monday
three American allies in the Indo-Pacific
—South Korea, Japan and the Philippines
— can be grouped as a “strategic trian-
gle” for regional security cooperation,
citing their geographic values in the

“east-up” map.

General Xavier Brunson made the
remarks, in reference to a map that puts
the east at the top rather than standard
north-up mapping, amid Washington’s
renewed calls for its allies to do more
for “collective defence” and increasing
emphasis on “strategic flexibility” amid
an intensifying Sino-US rivalry, Yonhap

News Agency reported.

Unlike conventional mapping, which
places North Korea and Russia north of
South Korea, the east-up mapping tends
to visually highlight areas south of the
Korean Peninsula, including countries

such as Taiwan and the Philippines.

“Perhaps the most significant insight from
east-up mapping is the emergence of a stra-
tegic triangle connecting Korea, Japan and
the Philippines,” Brunson said in an article
carried on the USFK website.

“When these three mutual defence
treaty partners are viewed as vertices
of a triangle rather than isolated bilater-
al relationships, their collective poten-
tial becomes clear,” he said.

When asked about the advantage of
such a framework compared with exist-
ing bilateral alliance structures, Brunson
stressed it is “not about forming a new
alliance” but finding practical ways to
coordinate based on geographic ties.

“That geometry strengthens the col-
lective ability to preserve stability across
the region while reinforcing the endur-
ing mission that begins here on the pe-
ninsula; the credible combined deter-

rence that keeps aggression, particular-
ly from the North, in check,” he said in
a separate written response.

By country, he mentioned how the
three countries are each equipped with
unique capabilities — Korea’s central
depth, Japan’s technological advantage
and maritime reach, and the Philippines’
access to key southern sea lanes.

Extending on such an analysis, the
USFK commander reiterated how the
strategic positioning of South Korea can
help overcome the limitations that come
from the geographic distance of the
broader Indo-Pacific region.

“This shift in perspective illuminates
Korea’s role as a natural strategic piv-
ot,” he said, noting how the USFK head-
quarters in Camp Humphreys is locat-
ed about 160 miles from Pyongyang, 610
miles from Beijing and 500 miles from
Vladivostok. — IANS

Attendees participate in a lighting ceremony of a Christmas tree to celebrate the upcoming Christmas season near
the Seoul City Hall in Seoul, South Korea, on Monday. — AP/PTI

ABU]JA, Nov 17: Gun-
men attacked a high school
in northwestern Nigeria
before dawn on Monday
and abducted 25 school-
girls, police said.

One staffer at the school
was killed and another was
wounded in what was the
latest incident of school ab-
ductions in Nigeria’s north-
ern region.

No group immediately
claimed responsibility for the
abductions from the board-
ing school in Kebbi state.

According to police, the
incident took place at 4:00
am and the girls were ab-
ducted from their dorms.
The boarding school is in
Maga, in the state’s Danko-
Wasagu area, police
spokesperson Nafi'u Abu-
bakar Kotarkoshi said.

The assailants were
armed with “sophisticat-
ed weapons” and ex-

Gunmen abduct 25 girls
from high school in Nigeria

changed fire with guards
before abducting the girls,
Kotarkoshi said.

“A combined team is cur-
rently combing suspected
escape routes and surround-
ing forests in a coordinated
search and rescue operation
aimed at recovering the ab-
ducted students and arrest-
ing the perpetrators,” the
spokesperson added.

This is the latest school
abduction in Nigeria's
northern region, where
armed groups have target-
ed schoolchildren since
2014, when the militant
Boko Haram group abduct-
ed 276 students from Chi-
bok in Borno state.

Kidnappings have be-
come common in parts of
northern Nigeria, where
dozens of armed groups
take advantage of a limited
security presence to carry
out attacks on villages and

along major roads.

Most victims are re-
leased only after the pay-
ment of ransoms that
sometimes run into the
thousands of dollars.

In March 2024, more
than 130 schoolchildren
were rescued after spend-
ing more than two weeks
in captivity in the Nigerian
state of Kaduna.

The mass abduction of
276 schoolgirls from Chi-
bok marked the beginning
of a new era of fear — with
nearly 100 of the girls still
in captivity in 2024.

Since the Chibok abduc-
tions, at least 1,500 stu-
dents have been kid-
napped, as armed groups
increasingly find in abduc-
tions a lucrative way to fund
other crimes and control
villages in the nation’s min-
eral-rich but poorly po-
liced region. — AP

IAF and French fighter jets begin coovdinated missions

PARIS, Nov 17: Indian Air
Force Su-30MKI fighter air-
craft and French Air and
Space Force Rafale aircraft
soared into the skies on Mon-
day, as they began coordinat-
ed missions as part of the bi-
lateral air Exercise Garuda.

In a statement shared on
X, the Indian Air Force stat-
ed, Exercise Garuda takes
off. Indian Air Force Su-
30MKI and French Air and
Space Force Rafale aircraft
soared into the skies, com-
mencing coordinated mis-

sions as part of the bilateral
air exercise. The engage-
ment reinforces strong inter-
operability and deep defence
cooperation between the
two Air Forces.”

The Indian Air Force JAF)
is participating in the 8th edi-
tion of the bilateral air exer-
cise Garuda 25 with the
French Air and Space Force
(FASF) at Mont-de-Marsan
in France from November
16-27. The Indian Air Force
stated that the exercise will
further enhance interopera-

bility, foster exchange of best
practices, and strengthen de-
fence cooperation between
the two Air Forces.

The IAF contingent is par-
ticipating in the exercise with
Su-30MKI fighter aircraft. Ina
statement, the Ministry of
Defence stated, “The airlift
support is being provided by
the C-17 Globemaster III, for
the induction and de-induction
phases of the exercise, while
the IL-78 air-to-air refuelling
tankers are utilised for extend-
ing the range and endurance

of the participating fighters.”
During the exercise, the
TAF’s Su-30MKI aircraft will
operate along with the
French multirole fighters in
complex simulated air com-
bat scenarios, focusing on air-
to-air combat, air defence,
and joint strike operations.
“This exercise aims to re-
fine tactics and procedures in
a realistic operational envi-
ronment, enabling mutual
learning and fostering inter-
operability between the [AF
and the FASF. Exercise

Garuda 25 also provides an
opportunity for professional
interaction, exchange of op-
erational knowledge, and
sharing of best practices be-
tween the two Air Forces,”
the statement added.
“Participation in this exercise
underscores the IAF’s commit-
ment to engage constructively
with friendly foreign Air Forc-
es through multi-lateral exer-
cises, promoting mutual under-
standing and cooperation in the
field of air operations,” it men-

tioned. — JANS

Poland railway
line blast near
Warsaw an ‘act

of sabotage’

WARSAW, Nov 17: A
railway line linking Warsaw
to southeastern Poland was
damaged by a weekend ex-
plosion that the prime min-
ister on Monday called an
act of sabotage.

Prime Minister Donald
Tusk, who visited the site,
said that the line is “cru-
cially important for deliv-
ering aid to Ukraine.”

“Unfortunately, the
worst fears have been con-
firmed,” Tusk said in a
statement. “An act of sabo-
tage has occurred on the
Warsaw-Lublin route (in
the village of Mika). An ex-
plosion has destroyed the
railway track.”

A train driver on the line
between the capital, War-
saw and Lublin, reported
track irregularities around
7:40 am on Sunday. Further
inspection determined
there was damage to a sec-
tion of track near the vil-
lage of Mika, about 100 kil-
ometres southeast of War-
saw, officials said.

It wasn’t immediately
clear whether the explosion
and damage occurred late
Saturday or early Sunday.
Two passengers and sever-
al staff members were on
the train, but no injuries
were reported, officials said.

Defence Minister Wla-
dyslaw Kosiniak-Kamysz
said on Monday that the
army plans to examine 120
kilometres (about 75 miles)
of the Warsaw-Lublin-Hru-
bieszow line, which links
the capital to Ukraine by
rail and road. — AP
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Haunted
heritage

Historian Eric
Chopra explores
Delhi’s eerie
MonumMments in
new ook
Ghosted

Mughal tombs and abandoned palaces, a

new book, Ghosted: Delhi’s Haunted
Monuments by historian Eric Chopra, delves
into the capital’s haunted heritage.

Scheduled to hit the stands on November
25, the book, published by Speaking Tiger,
traces the stories of saints, sultans, poets,
lovers, and legends that continue to inhabit
the city’s memory.

It journeys through the capital’s most be-
guiling sites — Jamali-Kamali, Firoz Shah
Kotla, Khooni Darwaza, the Mutiny Memo-
rial, and Malcha Mahal - to unearth a Delhi
that exists between worlds: “a palimpsest
where Sufis bless kings, jinn listen to griev-
ances, and begums occupy dilapidated hunt-
ing lodges”.

What begins as a search for Delhi’s haunted
monuments becomes a meditation on why we
are drawn to the dead and how ghost stories
become vessels of collective memory.

Blending archival research with folklore,
myth, and reflection, Chopra paints an inti-
mate portrait of a city forever in dialogue
with its former selves. Through invasions
and rebirths, he reveals that Delhi’s spirit
resides not just in its monuments but in the
unseen presences that linger among them.

Ghosted is a lyrical, haunting journey
through the city’s spectral landscape —an in-
vitation to listen to what its echoes tell us
about memory and identity.

“As a public historian, horror aficionado,
and Dilliwala, it was impossible for me not to

F rom the ruins of medieval mosques to

DELEES
Haunted
Monuments

[ric Chopra

be drawn to the stories and legends that are
wrapped around the city’s monuments.
Through our work at ‘Itihasology’ and the
heritage trails I have conducted across Delhi,
I have often been asked questions about the
ghosts and jinn that inhabit old sites, and why
history is so haunted!

“Ghosted emerges from these curiosities,
wanderings through ruins, immersions in ar-
chives, countless conversations, and my own
fascination with this shape-shifting city,” said
Chopra, who is also the founder of ‘Itihasolo-
gy’ —an inclusive platform dedicated to Indian
history and art.

In the book, Chopra uncovers a city where
saints, sultans, poets, and lovers linger in
memory, blending archival research with folk-
lore and myth to portray Delhi as a palimps-
est of history, legend, and spectral presence.

According to the publisher, Ghosted show-
cases the “layered, multi-hued history of our
beloved Delhi”.

“Eric is a natural storyteller who connects
with the current generation. This, combined
with his passion for history and copious re-
search, makes him a compelling writer of
narrative non-fiction... His writing will bring
the joy of discovering the past to new and
old readers, and we hope this is the first of
many such books from him,” said Sudeshna
Shome Ghosh, executive publisher at
Speaking Tiger.

The book, priced at Rs 499, is currently
available online for pre-order.

(Source: PTI)

either wealth nor fame and,
on top of it, immense hard
work and stress — actor-
director Rajat Kapoor doffs
his hat to all theatre actors,
whether seasoned performers or
newcomers, for their relentless
dedication to the stage.

As he waits for the Delhi
premiere of his play Karamjale
Brothers, a Hindi adaptation of
Russian literary giant Fyodor
Dostoevsky’s final novel The
Brothers Karamazov, at OP Jindal
Auditorium during the sixth edition
of the Delhi Theatre Festival
(DTF), Kapoor reflects on what
drives actors to toil so passionately
for theatre.

“It’s very hard work, as
opposed to acting in films. So, why
are you doing it? It’s not for
money, not for fame. It’s really for
the love of the craft, or for the
thrill of being on stage for those
90 minutes. There’s a certain
purity to that profession.

“It 1s hard work also in terms of
rehearsals and discovery — because
you're discovering something every
day in rehearsal. Either it’s the
text, or, if you're working with me,
you don’t even know what the text
is — so you're discovering it from
scratch. I know it’s very stressful
for actors. And yet they do it, which
is truly phenomenal. My hat’s off to
them,” said Kapoor, who has
successfully dabbled as writer,
director and actor, both in movies
and theatre.

Describing himself as a “theatre
addict”, the 64-year-old said that it
has “some nasha” and he keeps
falling for it.

“It gives me great joy. You want
to keep doing it. And say, yeah,
‘God, I hate it’. But I want to do it
again. Yeah, I love it,” he said.

Kapoor often collaborates with a
familiar circle of actors. Among his
absolute favourites are Vinay Pathak
— who portrays the patriarch in
Karamjale Brothers — and Ranvir
Shorey, who shared the stage with
Pathak in Kapoor’s Macbeth-inspired
production What’s Done Is Done at
the previous edition of DTE

As for why these two remain his
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Vinay Pathak and Rajat Kapoor

It’s very hard work, as
opposed to acting in
films. So, why are you
doing it? It’s not for
money, not for fame.
It’s really for the love
of the craft, or for the
thrill of being on stage
for those 90 minutes.
There’s a certain purity
to that profession.

—RAJAT KAPOOR

constants, whether in films or plays,
Kapoor said, “They are phenomenal
actors.”

“Ranvir can be just anybody on
film. I think he’s terrific. And Vinay
can be just anything on stage — he’s
magic. More than that, it’s the kind
of will they have, especially Vinay,
when it comes to plays. He has been
a constant for the last 25 years in
everything I've done. He has
incredible dedication — he keeps
rehearsing and rehearsing,
constantly honing his craft.

“And finally, the reason is that
they’re both willing to work with
me, which makes me very happy

and very grateful. I take full
advantage of that,” he said, smiling.

Before deciding to adapt
Dostoevsky’s novel into a play
which he read on a trip to Moscow
with his troupe two years ago and
instantly knew he wanted to stage,
Kapoor had already built a reputa-
tion for reimagining classics.

His work spans several Shake-
speare plays and original interpreta-
tions, often using clowning as a
central theatrical device in
productions like C for Clown,
Hamiet: The Clown Prince, Nothing
Like Lear, What’s Done Is Done, and
I Don’t Like It As You Like It.

But for Kapoor, whether creating
a new play or reworking an existing
one, the final production rarely
mirrors the original text.

“It’s not really Macbeth or Hamlet
that we end up with. It’s really a
whole new play,” he said.

In fact, he prefers to think of his
work not as adaptation, but as
“rewriting” — exploring what the
play means today rather than just
relocating it from Scotland to
Mumbai or updating the language.

So, while staging Macbeth, Kapoor
examines ambition, greed, political
power, and guilt — emotions that
remain as elemental today as they
were centuries ago.

“Human beings have not really
evolved all that much in 400 years.

We have evolved technologically
and industrially, but emotionally, we
haven’t. We are still the same
animals that we were,” he noted.

Kapoor, a three-time National
Award-winning director and actor,
has a busy year ahead, juggling
multiple projects both on stage and
on screen. He is set to present two
new plays and will also be directing
a film.

“I'm hoping to start my new film
next year, which is the most
exciting news for me. If all goes
well, we'll be shooting in April or
May, and it should be ready by the
end of the year. As for acting,
there’s a lot happening — lots of
things you’ll know very soon,” he
said.

Organised by Alchemist Live,
the three-day festival, will
showcase seven plays at four
venues across Delhi-NCR - Siri Fort
Auditorium, NCUI Auditorium, OP
Jindal Auditorium, and Aurum
Conventions in Gurugram.

The lineup includes Einstein, a
solo play performed and directed by
Naseeruddin Shah; Dreamz,
directed by stalwart Pankaj Kapur
and starring Kapur alongside his
wife, actor Supriya Pathak;
Autobiography, directed by theatre
veteran Lillete Dubey; and several
other notable productions.

(Source: PTI)

Send us your cultural articles and news reports at panorama.trib@gmail.com.

Know your DAY

LOCKHORNS

By JACQUELINE BIGAR

Happy Birthday for Tuesday, Nov. 18, 2025:

You're intuitive, energetic and humorous. You are a good friend, an entertain-
ing colleague and a considerate companion. This is a slower paced year. Take
time to rejuvenate your energy. Concentrate on your needs and what brings
you happiness. Seek relationships that are supportive to you.

The Stars Show the Kind of Day You'll Have: 5-Dynamic; 4-Positive; 3-

Average; 2-So-so; 1-Difficult
% ARIES (March 21-April 19)

* % %% Keep your pockets open, because money, favours and prac-
tical assistance might come your way today. You can benefit from
the wealth and resources of someone else. (This includes the government.)

[ —

o o T

@mlﬁmm CROSSWORD 8372

This is also a passionate day for romantic love. (Not too shabby.) Tonight:
Check banking details.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20) FVE BEEN ON HOLD FOR AT MINUTES GEE, WOM. TT WASHT LIKE T INVITED HIM
%% %% This is a great day to schmooze with partners and close friends. MW THE OEFUCE bR O OEEn O ST o DR
Others will enjoy being in your presence. This is because you easily
radiate warm emotions when dealing with everyone today. Nevertheless, be pre-
pared to compromise a bit and to “go along to get along.” Tonight: Listen.
pyry Cou ezt ane 20 THE PHANTOM ®
** %% %% This is the classic day for a work-related romance or a flirtation. By Lee Fal k
' Meanwhile, it's an excellent time to improve your workstation, whether Across 31 Of not much im- | 12 Egyptian  tomb
you work at home or in another location. Something might occur today HERERY ARREST YO / i
that gives you a financial boost — a raise or better equipment. Yay! Tonight: Work. TﬁE MAVE OF LAN Mm&uﬁﬁw” 7 TM'" TEATRR, 3 Large water portance (5) structure (7)
CANCER (June 21-July 22) AT r body (5) 32 Barrlsters 7) 14 Doze (3)
, . . 8 Catalogues (5) 34 Long-tailed parrot | 16 Malefactor (5)
* %% %% It's a fun-loving day! Make an effort to get out and social- 10 Passé (5) ®) 17 Condition (5)
ize, because you feel cheerful and chatty. (You're interested in over- A ) .
the-fence gossip.) This is a great day to party! Enjoy sports events, 11 llluminated (3) 35 Broadband provid- | 19 A rudimentary toe
the entertainment world and fun activities with kids — any pleasant diversion 12 Beg eamestly (5) er(3) in some dogs and
that appeals to you. Tonight: Schmooze with others. 13 (O7§)p05|te word gg Sontzomal iS) | o0 (élther mtammlals (|7¢;
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22 p to the time O eometrical soli
ﬁ ***(* T)rlﬂs is ar? excéllent day to entertain at home. It's also a great 15 Presents (5) ) ®) o
. day to shop for something that will help you make where you live look 18 Deface (3) 38 Through the nose | 21 Zen meditation (5)
more attractive. (Then you can show off what you’ve done to visiting 19 Most urgent or (5) 23 Dependlrjg, banking
family and friends.) Bottom line: This is a warm, friendly day! Tonight: Cocoon at desperate (6) Down on, trusting (7)
home. 21 Cubandance(7) | 1 A.A.___ :creator | 24 South Indian state
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 22 Spielberg’s Sav- of Winnie the Pooh 6)
**%* Writers and those of you in sales, marketing, teaching or ing Private ?(5) 25 In what way (3)
acting will excel today, because your communication skills are tops! (4) 2 Upholstered foot- | 27 Wind toys (5)
Th|s is mostly due to the fact that you’re in an optimistic, positive frame of 23 Plant part (4) stool (7) 28 Ladies (5)
mind, and your words will reflect this. Enjoy the beauty of your daily surround- 24 Food preparation | 4 Tranquil (4) 30 A perennial herb -
ings. Tonight: Discussions. area (7) 5 Slowly (music) (6) “rip on” anagram ?
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 26 Took an oblique | 6 The lowest point (5)
* %% % Save your receipts (and the box) today if shopping, because turn (E?‘) (5) . 32 Tibetan monk (4).
you might go overboard. This is because your appreciation of beauty 1 FIGURED ouT Tk UBERT BUT 29 Laughingoutloud, | 7 Sums owing (5) 33 Superlative suffix
is strong which could tempt you to spend more money than you originally L OWEY TO RBAKE YOLI"LL NEED acronym ? (3) 9 Take a chair (3) 3)
intended to. Actually, it's easy to be overindulgent today. (And you do love N SOME EXTRA & b DRIVER'S T

beautiful things.) Tonight: Check your money.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
* %% %% This is a fabulous day! The Moon is lined up with fair Venus
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JUMBLED WORDS

Given below are four jumbled words. Solve
the jumbles to make proper words and move
them to the respective squares below. Select
the letters in the shaded squares and jumble

MOQOLAH AS AN

LICENSE
LJBER D‘R‘I"u"”'l'-?f 2

T

- in your sign, making you charming, attractive and irresistible to

way. Tonight: You’re in charge. |
However, with fiery Mars in your sign, pumping you with energy,

affairs. Tonight: Seek solitude.

others. Not only will casual conversations be friendly and upbeat, your interac-
=m SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
A
F
] you'll be attracted to outdoor sports and physical activities as well. e
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

tions with certain people might plant some seeds that will flourish in a romantic
* % %% Solitude in beautiful surroundings will appeal to you today.
This is the perfect day for a hike to enjoy nature. Today also favours secret love
*% %% The Moon, Venus, the Sun and retrograde Mercury are

gathered in your House of Friendships, promoting warm relations them 1o get the answer for the given quip.
with friends, groups and organizations, especially with faces from HAGA R TH E H O R R I B L E ANYER
the past you haven’t seen in a while. Things are so chummy, a platonic l:l:l:l:l:l
friendship could turn romantic. Tonight: Friendships.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) T FOSLE
0 Bl **x* “You look marvellous darling!” Today four planets are at the top W YOUR SEC REJFHL‘JW?H THAT BUTTON GETS RID OF You.” A I:I:I:I:I:I
A of your chart calling attention to you. Some will know personal details WILL GET RID Lt M
: about your private life. However, you make a charming impression on ENSSLU
everyone, which is why you're enjoying this popular day. Tonight: You’re admired! l:':l:l:l:l:l
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
* % %% Grab every opportunity to travel, because you want to TLDONU
. *\- expand your world in some way. Travel, film, books, discussions I_I—’—H_I_I_I
with different and unusual people, specific training and a chance to . _
explore your own surroundings are excellent choices for you today. Explore! ::1': the Enmzal;"i?;ﬁv Z'YV?VS fi—iar:_d
Tonight: Learn something new. Mencken (4,.,4,.,4,.,4) (two words twice)
*xx
UBNOUS 1 'H —

Thought for the day
Children must be taught how to think, not what to think.
— MARGARET MEAD

1IN sAeM[e S| OyMm UBW BINS BY} PUE ‘BINS
sAemfe S oym UeW [INP dU} SI }| :lamsuy
*plojuN ‘SSBJUN ‘SSOJ} ‘UIBBA :SPJOM




14 THE ASSAM TRIBUNE, GUWAHATI

SPORTS

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2025

Something is wrong if a strong No matter who sits out, South Africa
squad 1s losing at home: Pujara

NEW DELHI, Nov 17:
Former India Test batter
Cheteshwar Pujara has
strongly rejected the notion
that India’s crushing defeat to
South Africa in the first Test
at Eden Gardens can be
blamed to a transition phase.

Pujara contended that
while overseas losses during
arebuilding period can be un-
derstood, losing at home —
especially with a squad that
includes proven first-class
performers —is unacceptable.

He pointed to players such
as Yashasvi Jaiswal, KL Rahul,
Washington Sundar and Shub-
man Gill as evidence of India’s
depth and potential in the
longer format.

“I don’t agree with the
view that India’s defeat at
home can be attributed to a

66

I don’t agree with the

view that India’s defeat

at home can be
attributed to a

transitional phase. While

it’s understandable to
face setbacks abroad
during a transition
period, the current
Indian side possesses
ample talent and strong
first-class records.

Cheteshwar Pujara

transitional phase. While it’s
understandable to face set-
backs abroad during a tran-
sition period, the current
Indian side possesses am-
ple talent and strong first-

rj-' iy \

class records — players like
Yashasvi Jaiswal, KL Rahul,
Washington Sundar, and
Shubman Gill have all prov-
en themselves,” Pujara told
Jio Hotstar.

“If the team is losing in
home conditions despite this,
it suggests that something
else is wrong. Had this match
been played on a good pitch,
India’s chances of winning
would’ve been much higher.”

While India head coach
Gautam Gambhir did not find
any fault with the pitch where
wickets fell in heap, Pujara
said such tracks are not good
for India.

“The nature of such wick-
ets reduces our winning per-
centage and brings the oppo-
sition on a level footing. Even
an India A team, given the
depth of talent, could chal-
lenge South Africa at home.
So it’s not lack of ability.
Therefore, blaming transition
for this defeat in India isn’t
justifiable,” he said. — PTI

find a way to win: Kagiso Rabada

KOLKATA, Nov 17: South African pac-
er Kagiso Rabada, who missed the first
Test against India here due to a rib injury,
is in awe of his team’s ability to rebound
from setbacks and “find a way to win” no

matter who is left out.

The reigning World Test Championship
winners completed a 30-run win inside
three days over India in the opening Test
here defending a modest 123 on Sunday.
The win, which was their first on Indian
soil in 15 years, gave them an unassaila-
ble 1-0 lead in the two-match series.

“No matter who sits out, we can still
find a way to win. (Skipper) Temba (Ba-
vuma) has been crucial for us, but he
hasn’t played every game. I haven’t
played this game,” Rabada said in a vid-
eo shared by Cricket South Africa.

Bavuma returned to the playing XI
after missing their preceding two Tests
in Pakistan, where South Africa bounced

back to draw the series 1-1.

“That doesn’t matter. Whoever is
gonna get out on the field, we believe

that they can do the job,” Rabada said.

The visitors outplayed the hosts on a
dry wicket here with variable bounce
and turn. Rabada hailed South Africa’s
individual performances, including skip-

per Bavuma’s match-winning 55 in the
second innings that gave the travelling
bowlers something to fight for.

“We had a good start in the first innings
with Aiden (Markram) and (Ryan) Rick-
elton. They set the tone. Marco (Jansen)
stood up, Boschi (Corbin Bosch) stood up
at crucial times. Everyone chipped in and
really, that’s the hallmark of what this team
is made of,” Rabada said.

It remains to be seen if Rabada, who
had to undergo multiple scans in the
lead-up to the first Test, would be avail-
able for the second Test to be played in
Guwahati from November 22-26.

Rabada said the victory in a low-scor-
ing thriller at Kolkata would rank
among the top three wins for South
Africa this season.

“(The victory is) definitely right up
there. With the types of wins that we’ve
had this season, it’s hard to say, because
we've had some pretty epic wins, but
this one is definitely (in the) top three,”
he said. - PTI

Sangakkara reappointed as
Rajasthan Royals’ head coach
&

NEW DELHI, Nov 17:
Rajasthan Royals on Monday
announced the appointment
of Sri Lanka legend Kumar
Sangakkara as their head
coach for the 2026 Indian
Premier League (IPL) sea-
son, following the exit of Ra-
hul Dravid from the role.

Dravid had left the fran-
chise in August this year and
Sangakkara, who has been
the franchise’s Director of
Cricket since 2021, will be
returning as the head coach
having served in the same
role from 2021-2024.

“Director of Cricket Ku-
mar Sangakkara will also take
charge as Head Coach for IPL
2026,” Rajasthan Royals
posted on X.

RR’s lead owner Manoj
Badale said in a statement,
“We are delighted to have
Kumar return as head coach.
As we looked at what the

'LLFJ

team needed at this stage, we
felt that his familiarity within
the squad, his leadership and
his deep understanding of the
Royals culture would bring
the right balance of continui-
ty and stability.”

“Kumar has always had our
complete trust as a leader.
His clarity, calmness and
cricketing intelligence will

play an important role in guid-
ing the squad into this next
phase,” he added.

It was an abrupt end for
former India captain Dravid’s
tenure after returning to the
franchise for the 2025 season
with a multi-year contract.

The T20 World Cup-win-
ning former national coach
exited after a “structural re-

view” of the team’s poor per-
formance earlier this year.

The franchise endured a
terrible run, finishing ninth
in the 10-team event with
just four wins from 14 games.

Sangakkara’s return as
head coach comes days after
the Royals completed the
trade of their wicketkeeper-
batter Sanju Samson, who will
join Chennai Super Kings.

In return, Ravindra Jadeja
and Sam Curran have been
roped in by the Royals’ camp.

RR have released a total of
seven players, including
three overseas, ahead of the
mini auction to be held on
December 16 in Abu Dhabi.

Among the players released
by the Royals are Akash Mad-
hwal, Ashok Sharma, Fazalhaq
Farooqi, Kumar Kartikeya
Singh, Kunal Rathore, Ma-
heesh Theekshana and Wanin-
du Hasaranga. — PTI

Gill under pressure, split captaincy
is a smart move: Abhinav Mukund

NEW DELHI, Nov 17:
Former India opener Abhinav
Mukund believes the pres-
sure on Shubman Gill has
reached a critical point as he
called for split captaincy in the
wake of India’s opening Test
defeat to South Africa.

With Gill absent in the sec-
ond innings due to neck
spasm, India were bowled out
for 93 in their chase of 124.
South Africa sealed a 30-run
win inside three days for
their first Test victory in In-
diain 15 years.

“At home, everyone ex-
pects India to win — no ques-
tions asked,” Mukund said on
The Great Indian Cricket
Show on Doordarshan.

Gill suffered the spasm dur-
ing a slog sweep in the first
innings and retired hurt on four

as his absence compounded
India’s batting woes.
Gill’s workload has also
become a topic of debate.
Immediately after leading
India to a 2-0 Test series

sweep over West Indies at
home, Gill flew to Australia
to captain the ODI side, also
featuring in the T20Is before
returning to lead India in the
opening Test just four days

after the Brisbane T20L

He has been playing non-
stop cricket across formats
since the IPL and then he was
made the Test skipper and led
India to a remarkable 2-2
draw in England in a five-
match gruelling series.

“I think Shubman has it in
him to become an all-format
captain, but I don’t think India
should have an all-format cap-
tain anymore,” said Mukund,
who has played seven Tests.

“Split captaincy is a smart
move. Shubman Gill has
been given the responsibili-
ty to take on the mantle in
Tests and he will be under
big pressure.”

“This is a crucial series,”
he noted, “and the England
series was a big confidence
booster for India.” — PTI

World Cup qualifying

Nigeria coach claims ‘voodoo’ by Congo
staff during penalty shootout loss

RABAT (Morocco), Nov
17: A Congo team staff
member used voodoo during
the penalty shootout, Niger-
ia coach Eric Chelle claimed
after the African soccer pow-
er was eliminated from qual-
ifying for the 2026 World Cup.

Congo won the African
playoff final late on Sunday in
a penalty shootout — getting
two saves from a substitute
goalkeeper sent on late in
extra time of a 1-1 draw —
and advanced to the intercon-
tinental playoffs in March.

Chelle was filmed during
the shootout getting agitated
with the Congo coaching staff
and moving aggressively to-
ward the rival technical area.

“The guy of Congo did
some voodoo,” former Mali
international Chelle told re-
porters in the postgame me-
dia mixed zone. “Every

time, every time, every
time, so this is why [ was a
little nervous (of) him.”
Asked to explain what hap-
pened, Chelle did a gesture
of shaking a water bottle.
Nigeria has now failed to
qualify for back-to-back World
Cups despite star strikers
Victor Osimhen and Ademo-
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la Lookman being in their
career prime years.
Osimhen was injured in the
first half on Sunday and replaced
at half time with the score 1-1,
and Lookman also was re-
moved in the second half.
Congo coach Sebastien De-
sabre swapped his goalkeep-
ers in the 119th minute of the
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Supporters of Congo cheer their national team ahead of the
World Cup qualifier against Nigeria in Rabat, Morocco.

game with the shootout in
mind, sending on Timothy Fay-
ulu to replace Lionel Mpasi.
Fayulu saved two of Niger-
ia’s six spot-kicks, the sec-
ond from Moses Simon and
the sixth by Semi Ajayi, be-
fore Congo’s Chancel Mbem-
ba sealed the win.
World Cup history
Fayulu's feat echoed the most
famous substitute goalkeeper
ina World Cup shootout, at the
2014 tournament in Brazil.
Netherlands coach Louis
van Gaal famously took off Jas-
per Cillessen and sent on Tim
Krul to make two key saves
against Costa Ricaand sent the
Dutch to the semifinals.
Geneva-born Fayulu is cur-
rently playing on loan from
Swiss club Sion with Armeni-
an champion Noah. He hasbeen
aregular in the UEFA Confer-
ence League this season. — AP

India aim to rebwld 1n inconsequential

Dhaka tie agamst Bangladesh

DHAKA, Nov 17: A new-
look India will take the field
here on Tuesday in what is
an inconsequential AFC
Asian Cup 2027 Qualifier, but
the match offers head coach
Khalid Jamil a crucial oppor-
tunity to rebuild and blood
fresh talent.

India’s campaign effectively
ended on October 14 in Goa,
when they squandered a 1-0
lead to lose 1-2 to Singapore.

The defeat left them strand-
ed on two points from four
matches. Even if India win
their remaining ties, they can
only reach eight points some-
thing Singapore and Hong
Kong have already secured
and are certain to surpass.

Bangladesh are also on the
boat with two points, as the
two sides will be targeting a
strong finish in the group and
FIFA ranking points.

India’s hopes of Saudi Ara-
bia 2027 qualification are,
therefore, over.

The squad for the Dhaka
fixture includes Australia-
born forward Ryan Williams,
who recently obtained an In-
dian passport.

He has travelled with the
team, though his availability
will depend on receiving an
NOC from Football Austral-
ia and the subsequent clear-
ances from FIFA and AFC.

This will be the 30th meet-
ing between the sides (India
lead 14-4 in wins).

It will also be India’s first
match on Bangladesh soil in 22
years, since the 2003 SAFF
Gold Cup, where the hosts pre-
vailed 2-1 at the same venue.

“We are happy to be here,
and it is our pleasure to be in
Bangladesh. Bangladesh are
a good team, and it will be a

good match,” Jamil said on
the eve of the game.

Goalkeeper Sahil, one of
seven uncapped players in the
squad, added: “It’s an impor-
tant game for us tomorrow,
and we've had a good time
preparing with the team in
the camp in Bengaluru.”

India trained in Bengaluru
from November 6 before
travelling to Dhaka on Sat-
urday, and have since held two
sessions here.

Jamil has prioritised youth
for this fixture with Sahil,
Hrithik Tiwari, Pramveer,
Lalremtluanga Fanai, Mo-
hammed Sanan and Bikash
Yumnam all in line for poten-
tial debuts.

Brison Fernandes and
Macarton Louis Nickson,
with one cap each, further
emphasise the new direction.

“I am happy because eve-

ryone is working very hard.
The new players also know
the importance of this
game,” Jamil said.

“Whoever is available, we
will use them.”

India-Bangladesh fixtures,
regardless of context, have
always carried emotional
weight, and anticipation in
Dhaka reflects that tradition.
Tickets were “sold out with-
in minutes”, and a 22,000-
plus crowd is expected.

“We know it’s a pressure
game,” Jamil said.

Bangladesh have lost both
their home qualifiers this
year, to Singapore (1-2) and
Hong Kong (3-4).

In a friendly last week at
the same venue, they drew
2-2 with Nepal, with mid-
fielder Hamza Choudhury
scoring twice. — PTI

Match starts: 7.30 pm
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South Africa now eye
Guwahati for bigger prize

ABDUL GANI

GUWAHATI, Nov 17:
Fresh from their first Test win
in India in 15 years, South
Africa have shifted their focus
to Guwahati as they chase a
bigger milestone.

The visitors beat India by
30 runs on Day 3 of the open-
ing Test at the Eden Gardens
on Sunday. With the second
Test scheduled to start at the
ACA Stadium in Guwahati on
November 22, South Africa
now look to claim the series
and secure their first Test se-
ries win in India since 2000.

Head coach Shukri Conrad,
pleased with the Kolkata re-
sult, said the team is aiming
higher. He said the win at the
Eden Gardens ranked among
their best performances and
added that the larger goal was

to take the series.

South Africa had lost sev-
en and drawn one of their
previous eight Tests in In-
dia since their innings vic-
tory in Nagpur in 2010.
Their last Test series vic-
tory in the country came in
the 1999 to 2000 season,
when Hansie Cronje led
them to a 2-0 triumph.

On Day 3 in Kolkata, South
Africa started under pres-
sure at seven down with a
lead of only 63. Skipper Tem-
ba Bavuma steadied the in-
nings with an unbeaten 55,
taking the target to 124. The
bowlers then backed it up,
with Simon Harmer leading
the effort as India were
bowled out in 35 overs.

Conrad said the win was
special given the conditions
and the strength of India’s

attack. He said the perform-
ance proved the team could
compete with the best. He
highlighted South Africa’s
recent record of fighting
back in tough situations and
praised the unity and resil-
ience of the side.

He said the belief within
the group had grown and
would help them in the
matches ahead.

As Guwahati prepares to
host its first Test, the focus
has also turned to how the
pitch will behave. The surface
has generally supported bat-
ters, except on a few occasions
during limited overs matches
when it offered turn.

With both teams carrying
high stakes into the second
Test, fans in Guwahati can ex-
pect a gripping contest in the
pure format of the game.

Kailash Nath Sarma memorial chess

South Point School win
best ChO(i qufr

B -a

Winners pose with Olympic bronze medallist Lovlina Borgohain in Guwahati.

GUWAHATI, Nov 17: The
7th edition of the Late Kai-
lash Nath Sarma Memorial
Inter School Chess Cham-
pionship 2025 concluded in
Guwahati on Sunday with
South Point School, Barsa-
para winning the Best
School Award, stated a
press release.

A total of 183 players from
across Assam took part in the
Swiss league classical tourna-
ment organised by Assam
Chess Club and Snehabandhan
Chess Academy in memory of

noted author and social worker
Kailash Nath Sarma.

Hreet Majumder was
named Best Player in the boys
category and Dorothy Patgiri
won Best Player in the girls
section. The youngest partic-
ipant was Krishav Bez, born
in 2021.

The prize distribution cer-
emony featured Olympic
bronze medallist Lovlina
Borgohain as the chief guest.
She was joined by Kava-
yashree Mahanta, adviser of
Assam Chess Club; Ankur

Bharali, director of sports and
youth welfare; Nandini Upad-
hyay of Pawns to King NGO;
Anuradha Pathak, a software
engineer from the United
States; and Vijaya Sarma,
project head of Snehaband-
han, along with several oth-
er dignitaries.

Nandan Buragohain served
as the tournament director
while international arbiter
Biswajit Bharadwaj was the
chief arbiter. Senior national
arbiter Swaraj Buragohain was
the deputy chief arbiter.

Manipur Polo International
set to return after two years

CORRESPONDENT

IMPHAL, Nov 17: After a
two-year break, the Manipur
Horse Riding and Polo Associa-
tion is preparing to host the 15th
Manipur Polo International from
November 22 to November 29
at Mapal Kanjeibung, the old-
est living polo ground in the
world. The first edition of the
tournament was held in 1991.

Chairman of the steering
committee Prof Ch Priyoranjan
told reporters that Columbia and
the United States have con-
firmed their participation. Spain
and Italy are expected to join
once formalities are completed.
The India Polo Association will
send a team listed as India A,

while a team from Chhattisgarh
and the Manipur side, repre-
senting India B, will complete
the lineup.

Prof Chittaranjan said the tour-
nament has helped popularise
polo among young people in the
state, with many taking up the
sport inrecent years. The event
has grown steadily and often
draws packed stands at Mapal
Kanjeibung, particularly when
local players are in action.

For the visiting teams, he
said the tournament is more
than a competition. It is seen
as a journey to the birthplace of
the game, known locally as
Sagol Kangjei, which later
evolved into modern polo and
spread across the world through

the British.

Manipur now has more than
200 polo players by a conserva-
tive estimate. The tournament
has also become a platform to
highlight the urgent need to
conserve the Manipur pony, the
original mount of the sport.

The association appealed for
public support to strengthen
both the tournament and its
wider efforts to protect the in-
digenous pony.

Chairman of the technical
committee Ningthoukhongjam
Bedajeet Singh, chairman of the
media committee N Tombi Raj
and president of the Manipur
Equestrian Association Col L
Manongba (Retd) were also
present at the press conference.

SPORTS REPORTER

GUWAHATI, Nov 17: As-
sam face an uphill task after
Bengal moved into a domi-
nant position on day 2 of the
Elite Group C Ranji Trophy
match at Kalyani in West
Bengal, finishing at 267 for 4
and taking a 67-run first-in-
nings lead on Monday.

Assam, who resumed at
194 for 8, were able to add
only six runs in the morn-
ing. Mukhtar Hussain was
run out by Sudip Gharami in
the second over of the day
and skipper Sumi Ghadi-
gaonkar’s resistance came
to an end soon after when
Mohammed Shami dis-

SPORTS
Assam trail as Bengal build strong
first-mnings lead in Ranyi clash

THE ASSAM TRIBUNE, GUWAHATI 15

missed him for a determined
53 off 165 balls. Assam fold-
ed for 200, with Swarupam
Purkayastha’s 62 the other
notable contribution. Suraj
Sindhu Jaiswal took 3 for 24
and Mohammed Kaif picked
up 2 for 30 apart from Sha-
mi’s 3 for 64.

Bengal replied strongly
with a 122-run stand between
Abhimanyu Easwaran who
scored 66 and Shakir Habib
Gandhi who made 58. Anus-
tup Majumdar added 43 be-
fore all-rounder Shahbaz
Ahmed continued his rich
run of form. Shahbaz struck
an unbeaten 61 from 67 de-
liveries with six fours and
two sixes. Sumanta Gupta

GOVERNMENT OF ASSAM
ASSAMHEALTH INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT &
MANAGEMENT SOCIETY
4THFLOOR, NAYANTARA SUPERMARKET, SIXMILE, GUWAHATI-781022

ECF No. 716642/77
REQUEST FOR BIDS
NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING
REPAIR AND RENOVATION WORKS OF NURSING
INSTITUTE.

Project Director, Assam Health Infrastructure Development
and Management Society (AHIDMS) invites “Request for Bid”
from reputed Organization having wide experience in Civil
Works for:

“Repair and renovation works in GNM Training Centre at
Kanaklata Civil Hospital, GNM School of Nursing at Civil
Hospital Majuli & GNM School of Nursing, Dhemaiji under
ASSIST project.”

The details may be seen in the Request for Bid document
uploaded in the Assam E-procurement portal (https://
assamtenders.gov.in) & https://ahidms.assam.gov.in.

The applicant must be registered with the E- Tendering
system (ETS) of the Govt. of Assam. (Website: https://assam
tenders.gov.in). The Project Director, Assam Health
Infrastructure Development & Management Society reserves
the right to accept or reject all bids without showing any
reasons whatsoever.

is batting on 25 as the pair
look set to extend Bengal’s
lead further.

Assam will now hope for
early breakthroughs on the
third day to stay in conten-
tion and prevent Bengal
from stretching the game
beyond reach.

Brief scores: Assam
200 all out in 80.2 overs
(Swarupam Purkayastha 62,
Sumi Ghadigaonkar 53; Mo-
hammed Shami 3/64, Suraj
Sindhu Jaiswal 3/24, Mo-
hammed Kaif 2/30). Bengal
267 for 4 in 67 overs (Ab-
himanyu Easwaran 66, Ha-
bib Gandhi 58, Anustup Ma-
jumdar 43, Shahbaz Ahmed
61 batting).

Sd/- Project Director
Assam Health Infrastructure Development
& Management Society
DIPR/CF/AT/2636/18-Nov-25

Assam shine at Pickleball
Nationals m Bengaluru

GUWAHATI, Nov 17: As-
sam enjoyed a landmark
outing at the Pickleball Na-
tionals in Bengaluru, finish-
ing with two gold medals
won by women athletes in
individual events, stated a
press release.

The 25-member squad
competed at the champion-
ship held from November
13 to November 16. The
Nationals were organised by
the Karnataka Pickleball As-
sociation under the aegis of
the Indian Pickleball Associ-
ation, recognised by the Min-
istry of Youth Affairs and
Sports and the Sports Au-
thority of India.

More than 1,100 athletes
from across the country took
part in age group and open
categories ranging from un-
der 12 to above 70.

Anangsha Alomyan
claimed the 30 plus women’s
singles title after a strong
campaign that included a
semifinal win over top seed
Priyanka Mehta of Maharash-
tra. She carried her form into
the final to secure the nation-
al crown.

In the Under-16 girls
doubles final, Nayeem Hus-
sain and Prapti Baruah pro-
duced a confident perform-
ance to beat Aanshi Sanman-

vi and Ashriyaa Singh of
Madhya Pradesh 11-3 and
win the gold.

Assam also picked up a sil-
ver in the Under-16 girls
team event. Prapti Baruah,
Nayeem Hussain and Utpal-
akshee Saikia topped their
group with wins over Mad-
hya Pradesh and Tamil Nadu
before losing to Maharashtra
in the final.

In the 30 plus women’s
team event, Assam won
bronze. The trio of Anangsha
Alomyan, Manaswinee Haza-
rika and Upasana Nath stunned
top seed Gujarat in the quar-
terfinals before falling to Ma-
harashtra in the semis.

Assam’s strong run contin-
ued in the individual open
section. Upasana Nath won
silver in the women'’s singles
after beating Priti Kumari 11-
4 in the semifinal to set up an
all Assam title clash.
Nazneen Rahman took
bronze in the 50 plus wom-
en’s singles, upsetting last
year’s champion Kavita
Khanna 11-7 in the quarter-
finals. Tiken Chandra Basu-
matary secured bronze in the
60 plus men’s singles and the
pair of Manaswinee Hazari-
ka and Anangsha Alomyan
added a bronze in the 30 plus
women’s doubles.

SBI ITF Junior J60 Tennis
Main draw begins

SPORTS REPORTER

GUWAHATI, Nov 17: The main draw of the SBIITF Junior
J60 Tennis Tournament for boys and girls Under-18 began on
Monday at the All Assam Tennis Association complex in Chach-

al here.

The opening day saw a series of straight-set wins across
both categories. Doubles matches will begin on Tuesday.

Results: Boys singles U18 first round: Tanush Ghildy-
al IND) beat Pranav Mahesh Saravankumar 6-1, 6-1; Rohith
Hari Balaji Gobina Gobinath (IND) beat Shourya Bhattachar-
ya (USA) 6-2, 6-3; Ahan Shetty (IND) beat Aahaan Mishra
(IND) 6-4, 6-2; Om Patel (IND) beat Yashwin Dahiya (IND) 6-
3, 6-4; Ojas Mehlawat (IND) beat 4th seed Dev Vipul Patel
(IND) 6-4, 6-4; Channamallikarjuna Yale (IND) beat Nibras K
Hussain (IND) 6-1, 6-4; Mannan Ashok Agarwal (IND) beat
5th seed Mansur Sainov (KAZ) 7-5, 7-5. Girls singles U18
first round: Albina Kakenova (KAZ) beat Dia Agarwal (IND)
6-1, 6-1; Aleena Farid (IND) beat Arunima Roy (IND) 6-1, 6-
2; Dinara De Silva (SRI) beat Sanmitha Harini Lokesh (IND)
6-1, 6-0; Dhriti Sandra Bantupalli IND) beat Arnavi Debnath
(IND) 7-5, 6-1; Vrandika Bhagvat Rajput (IND) beat Yashitha
Ereti (IND) 6-1, 6-0; Angel Patel IND) beat Kreethika Red-
dy Vangala (IND) 6-3, 6-3; Karthika Padmakumar (IND) beat
4th seed Adiya Omarbek (KAZ) 6-4, 6-3.
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Solution of last problem

Originating from Japan,
‘su do ku’ is a mind game
and a puzzle that can be
solved with  proper
reasoning and logic. Fill the
grid with digits in such a
manner that every row,
every column and every
3 x 3 box accommodates
the digits 1 to 9 without
repeating any.
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FIDE World Cup

Arjun draws easy
with black pieces

PANA]JI (Goa), Nov 17:
Seeking to qualify for the Can-
didates’ event, India’s top-rat-
ed Arjun Erigaisi walked off
with an easy draw with his
Chinese counterpart Wei Yiin
the first game of the quarterfi-
nals here on Monday.

On what turned out to be an
easy day for Arjun, Alexander
Donchenko finally realised
about things being rosy eve-
ryday. The German had been
on a dream run which is like-
ly to end now as Nodirbek
Yakubboev won an exciting
game one with white pieces.
If Yakubboev is able to hold
the German in the next game
to a draw he will be through
to the semifinal.

For Arjun the opening was
important and it did not pose

any issues. The young Indian
generation is re-writing the
theoretical aspects of the
game and Arjun is no excep-
tion. As it turned out of a rou-
tine Ruy Lopez theory, Arjun
equalised with a thematic
pawn sacrifice earlier in the
middle game.

When Wei Yi returned the
favour the position was already
dead-equal and the players
shook hands to split the point
in a mere 31 moves.

Javokhir Sindarov of Uz-
bekistan played out a draw
with Jose Eduaordo Martinez
Alcantara of Mexico in a well
contested game. The Uzbek
was never under real threat
and could be seen as a poten-
tial semifinalist out of this con-
test. — PTI

ID Cup Football
ASEB FC in

semifinals
CORRESPONDENT

NAGAON, Nov 17: The
Independence Day Cup
Football Tournament, or-
ganised by the Nagaon
Sports Association, deliv-
ered another gripping con-
test as Assam State Elec-
tricity Board Football Club
edged past Udalguri Haris-
inga Town Club in a quar-
terfinal match under flood-
lights at the Kapahera play-
ground here on Sunday.

The match ended 3-3 in
regular time before ASEB
FC sealed a 7-5 win in the
tiebreaker. The result con-
firmed their place in the sem-
ifinals.

The last quarterfinal of the
tournament is scheduled for
Tuesday at Kapahera, where
Oil India FC will face Trinay-
an Goshti.

GOVERNMENT OF ASSAM
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER (ROADS), PUBLIC WORKS ROADS DEPARTMENT
ASSAM, GUWAHATI-03
No. CE/DEV/TB/122/2025-26/12

PRESS NOTICE INVITING TENDER

The Chief Engineer, (Roads), PWRD, Assam, Chandmari, Guwahati-3, invites Bids on behalf
of Governor of Assam for 04 (four) nos. of packages for “Construction of Roads and Bridge
projects under SOPD-G for the year 2025-26 in Manas LAC in Baksa District of Assam
amounting to Rs.1500.00 Lakhs (approx.) including 12%GST & 1%LC etc. from approved &
eligible Contractors registered with PWRD, Assam.

Details may be seen from 21.11.2025 at website www.assamtenders.gov.in. Amendment
/Addendum to the SBD, if any, and further notifications shall appear in this website and also at
the office of the undersigned during office hours. The contractor/bidder must be registered with
the Electronic Tendering System (ETS) of PWRD, Assam website www.assamtenders.gov.in.

The schemes are not yet sanctioned by the competent authority. In the event of non-sanction
of the schemes, the bids may be cancelled and no claim what so ever on this account shall be
entertained from the bidders.

(The Bid price may vary at the time of detail tendering for which no claim will be admissible)

Sd/- Chief Engineer (Roads), PWRD,

DIPR/C/AT/2530/18-Nov-25 Assam, Chandmari, Guwahati-3.

NOTICE

Regarding Document Verification for Grade-lll Posts

In continuation of this office’s earlier Notice dated 15.11.2025, regarding Document Verification
held on 17th November 2025 for the candidates selected by the State Level Recruitment
Commission for Grade-IIl posts under the Directorate of Higher Education, Assam.

It is hereby notified that the last date for Document Verification have been extended up to
19th November 2025.

The candidates must attend the office of the Director of Higher Education Kahilipara-19
along with the original documents and self-attested photocopies of the following:-
All relevant original documents.
Copy of online Applications.
Admit Cards of ADRE exam.
Educational Certificate as per requirement for the post.
DOB Certificate/ HSLC Admit Card.
Aadhaar Card/PAN/EPIC.
Two passport size photograph.
Caste Certificate, if applicable.
. Certificate of Ex-serviceman, if applicable.
10. Disability certificate/ UDID card in case of PwD Candidates.
11. Employment exchange registration certificate.

No further extension will be granted.
Only the candidates will be allowed inside the venue.
Sd/- Jt.Director of Higher Education, Assam
Kahilipara, Guwahati-19.

©CONOOTAWN

DIPR/D/AT/2531/18-Nov-25

GOVERNMENT OF ASSAM
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER : PWD: H&E,
ASSAM, CHANDMARI, GUWAHATI-3.

No. CE/TB-IV(H&E)/125/2025/3
PRESS NOTICE
The Chief Engineer, P.W.D. Building (Health & Education), Assam, Chandmari, Guwahati-3
on behalf of the Governor of Assam, invites fresh Bids in EPC-1 Mode basis from eligible firms
/ contractors of repute having experience in similar nature of work, for the following works.
Details of the bid may be seen at e-procurement website i.e. www.assamtenders.gov.in.
The bidders must be enrolled with e-tendering web-portal www.assamtenders.gov.in.
All terms and conditions will be as per the Bidding Documents. The Press Notice will be a part
of the Bidding Documents.

Sl. | Name of work Bid Value | Completion|Bid Security | Cost of
No (Rs in Period Bid
Lakh)

1 Construction of Joyhing Model | Rs.315.522 | 540 days 2% of Bid Rs.
Secondary School for Tea 71 (Eighteen value for 6310.00
Garden Area in Lakhimpur months) General, 1%

District at Joyhing of Bid Value
for Reserve
category

The Bid price may vary at the time of detail tendering for which no claim will be admissible.
Sd/- Chief Engineer, P.W.D.,(Health & Education)

DIPR/C/AT/2526/18-Nov-25 Assam, Chandmari, Guwahati-3

No. E-1494892

PRESS RELEASE
CORRIGENDUM

In pursuance of the earlier letter issued vide No. E-1491984, dtd.- 14.11.2025 regarding
Document Verification of candidates selected by the State Level Recruitment Commission for
Class-Ill and IV Posts to be posted under Directorate of Printing & Stationery, Assam has been
re-scheduled as mentioned below :

SI. Name of the Date Time Venue
No. Posts
1 Grade-lll 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM Directorate of
Printing & Stationery,
18.11.2025 Assam,
2 Grade-IV 2:00 PM to 5:00 PM Guwabhati-21

The selected candidates must attend the Document Verification along with all relevant original
documents and a set of self attested photocopy of the following documents.
a) Copy of online application
b)  Admit Card of the Written Examination.
c) Age Proof Certificate
d) Educational qualification certificates/mark sheets submitted at the time of applying for the
posts alongwith all relevant documents.
Caste Certificate ( if applicable)
Ex-Servicemen Certificate ( if applicable)
EWS Certificate (if applicable)
Computer Proficiency Certificate ( if applicable)
Employment Exchange Certificate
Aadhaar/PAN/EPIC
One passport size photo
Certificates of past experience and expertise if any
Account details
The list of candidates will be available in the official website of Information, Public Relations,
Printing & Stationery Department ( www.iprd.assam.gov.in)
N.B. i) The candidates must ensure the correctness of their names in their documents.

i) The candidate who cannot attend the documents verification on 18.11.2025 due to
genuine reasons will be allowed to attend with the documentary proof only on
19.11.2025.

i) Only candidate will be allowed inside the Venue during verification.

Sd/- Director
Printing & Stationery, Assam,
Guwahati-21
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The all-new
Hyundai VENUE.
Tech up. G Go beyond.
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Now in showrooms.

Dark chrome radiator grille Spacious cabin - More head room, Front row ventilated seats

Quad beam LED headlamps shoulder room and knee room

6 AT in 1.5 | Diesel New

Engine options

Kappa 1.2 | MPi Petrol
Kappa 1.0 | Turbo GDi Petrol
U2 1.5 | CRDi Diesel

Transmission options
MT | AT | DCT

Dual 62.5 cm (12.3” + 12.3") curved panoramic display with Connected Car Navigation Cockpit (ccNC)* and Surround view monitor (SVM) Bose premium sound Hyundai SmartSense -
Controller - OTA 8 speaker system Level 2 ADAS (16 features)
Dual tone (Dark navy & dove grey) interior theme with terrazzo-textured crashpad finish

Super strong body structure | 33 Standard safety features | More than 65 advanced safety features @ H Y U n D H I

To enquire give a i < :
Hyundai 3 Unlimited] Ea Shield of Trust ‘ | B3 |Shield of Trust Super‘ Road Side o

) Y  Hyundd BEBYunimited! E
missed call at Hyundai ClicktoBuy ] Kilometer warranty . mﬁ?ﬁsg Running Repair Package** [ Assistance (RSA)

9555295868 .

For Information Contact: Toll Free: 1800114645 Guwahati: Lohia Hyundai, Ph: 7002994401, Hajo, Ph: 7002994417, Saraighat Hyundai, Ph: 9706099191 Nalbari, Ph: 9707029870, Pathsala: Ph: 9854021436, Boko Ph: 7002589602, Baihata, Ph: 9864924843 Goreswar, Ph: 9387606096, Mushalpur, Ph: 9101655045 Mukesh Hyundai, Ph: 9864060001, Bijoynagar, Ph: 8822133347 Rangia, Ph: 8486003017,
Oja Hyundai, Ph: 9864339016, 9864339002 Guwahati Club, Ph: 7637010473, Mangaldoi, Ph: 9854018241, Udalguri, Ph: 8638730313, Noonmati, Ph: 9864339005, Tangla, Ph: 9678133717, Bongaigaon: Meghna Hyundai, Ph: 9435121466, Barpeta Road, Ph: 9435179156, Barpeta Town, Ph: 7002581502, Dhubri: Ph: 8638577277, Goalpara: Ph: 9435120287,9706575459, Kokrajhar: Ph: 6002196832, Bhawanipur,
Ph: 8473836476, Kalgachia, Ph: 6000948247 Nagaon: Akash Hyundai, Ph: 7399000604, Lanka, Ph: 7399000625, Jagiroad, Ph: 7399000604, 7399000607, Diphu, Ph: 7399000604, 7399000607, Morigaon, Ph: 7399000617, R J Hyundai, Ph: 7099004900 7099004905, Hojai Ph: 7099004902, North Lakhimpur: Mandona Hyundai, Ph: 7896427570, Sivsagar: Borah Hyundai, Ph: 9854010125, Amguri,
Ph: 6900565233, Sonari, Ph: 8811994393, Tinsukia: Borah Hyundai, Ph: 7971266467, Margherita, Ph: 7002362490,Chapakhowa, Ph: 8638735703, Digboi, Ph: 9957005530, Dibrugarh: Borah Hyundai, Ph: 7002876041, 9435030344, NKS Hyundai, Ph: 6026000052, 7941057517, Jorhat: Krishna Hyundai, Ph: 6901226340, Teok: Krishna Hyundai, Ph: 6901226342, Bokakhat: Krishna Hyundai, Ph:
6901279907, Tezpur: Krishna Hyundai, Ph: 9435094058, Golaghat: Krishna Hyundai, Ph: 6901262801, Biswanath Chariali: Krishna Hyundai, Ph: 8486259496, Rowta: Krishna Hyundai, Ph: 7099036986, Gohpur, Ph: 7099064987, Silchar: Singhi Hyundai, Ph: 7578006197, 7578007681, Karimganj, Ph: 7636908186,9854008283, Hailakandi, Ph: 8638161310

Shield of Trust Bodycare Bluelink

Body Maintenance Pa

navigation
system is accelerated by NVIDIA

*Terms & Conditions apply. “Ex-showroom price mentioned is for HX 2 MT (Kappa 1.2 | MPi Petrol) variant. Creative shown is for representation purpose only. Features & specifications shown may vary or not be a part of standard fitment & are subject to change without prior notice. Hyundai Motor India Limited reserves the right to change specifications, colour, equipment and schemes at any time
without prior notice. Images shown are for creative representation. The black shade on glasses is due to lighting effect. Size, colour may vary due to lighting and positioning effects. Bluelink functionality is dependent on adequate power supply and uninterrupted network connectivity. The Bluelink system is designed in such a way that it makes vehicle theft difficult if its circuit and battery connection
is uninterrupted. Hyundai SmartSense, the Advanced Driver Assistance System is not a substitute for safe and attentive driving. Its effectiveness depends on various factors. Availability of Hyundai SmartSense Features may differ by variants. “Upto 7 years extended warranty is applicable for all variants. It is applicable for upto 7 years or 140 000 kms whichsoever is earlier. *For detailed terms &
conditions of warranty refer owner’s manual. **For detailed terms & conditions of extended warranty & Shield of Trust/Super/Bodycare kindly visit Hyundai India website, https://www.hyundai.co.in/. Extended warranty, RSA and Shield of Trust Packages are on payable basis. For more details, consult the nearest Hyundai authorized dealer. Hyundai urges you to follow traffic rules-these are meant
to keep you safe on roads. INNOCEAN-057/25
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Government of Assam

Assam Linguistic Minorities Development Board (ALMDB)

The Adssam Lingulstie Mmarities Dewlopment Board (ALMDBRY 4 grateful te
Hon'ble Chiet Minister Dr Himanka Biswa Sarma for providing adequists funds

for de".rgh:q:ment uf_tha Board and for variols projects undertaken for welfare E n Su ri ng W‘E] fa re 0 f

af linguistic minonties of the state,

Irv they pivst four years of ey Chairmanshipof ALMOB, we have constructed . L. ¥ . §
about 100 cormmunity centres, culbural centres. theatres, sports pavillomns, ]_] n gu l Si_ I C M] n OT] tl e'S
hostels for students, crematorums, classrooms, etc, besides distributing

e-rickshaws, sawing and fashion design machines, water fitbers, pressure
coakirs, slc., and provided financial assistance to metorious students from
ecoriomically Wweakes families for higher sludies

ALMDA has been celebrating Rabindra Jayanti and Metaji Jayanh (Parakram
Divash, with great pomp ancd show in various places of the state singe 2022 | Dr Himanta Blewa Sarma |
ALMDB  has been  undertaking  varlous  programmes  with | other  WVIth regards Chief Minister, Assam |
non-govarnmental organdsations from time to tme. Along with Bangla Sahitva Shiladitya Dev (Former MLAY

Sabha, Asome it has translated several Assamese classics mto Bengali Chairperson, ALMOB

ol

PrnIE{:ts Unde rtaken hy ALMI]B

Amount recelved -

4 Cultural Centres at Kam rug, Halbargaon, Morigaon (21 - 50 lakh each T Amount received 23.39 crors
I Classrooms at Sankardev Shishu Miketan, Hojai - 250 lakh
E Auditorium & Sports Pavilion at Lumding = 50 lakh

i 19 Community Halls across Assam - 71.9 crore
ﬁ Cultural Centre and Yatri Niwas at Tangla — ¥50 lakh

M Patient Waiting Hall at District Civil Hospital, Hojal - ¥30 lakh

= Boys Hostel at Ramkrishna Seva Ashram Complex, Barpeta Road - 725 lakh
B Schoo! Building at Bengali Girls HS School, Tinsukia - 25 lakh

i cll Amount received © 4.2 crore

il 15 Cormmunity Halls across Assam - 71.5 crore

€4 Eco Park at Hojai - 250 lakh

A Schiool Building at Bengali High School, Paltan Bazar, Guwahat| - ¥50 lakh
¥ Sewing/Fashion Designing Machines to 125 SHG: - 745 lakh

e 2l Amount received T4.85 crore |2

Eﬁ Girls Hestel at Silchar (Estimated at- 2.5 crore) - #1.25 crore (released)

Key arojects

i -0 Amount received ¥ 4,27 crore (till November)

B For distribution of e-Rickshaws & Mopeads - P22 crore
i For 15 Cammunity Halls - 1.5 crore

Key prijecls

B Distribution of e-Rickshaws to 186 beneficiaries (@ 1.5 lakh per unit - ¥2.8 crore

Translation of Aszamese classics Into Bengali Distripution of ambulances to various organisations

{4 Financial aid to meritoricus students Statewide celebration of Rabindra Jayanti & Parakram Divas
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